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We present eight supplementary pages this week— 
which has enabled us to get in a large variety of inter- 
esting matter, and to dispose of several articles, mm type, 
that had remained over. We hope to repeat the ope- 
ration next week, and then publish some of the late im- 
portant debates in congress. 

We have given all the official papers that have been 
published, in relation to our affairs with France. We 





have on hand a great body of speculations—with sundry 
matters helonging to certain alleged mistrans/ations ot | 
some of the papers; but shall prefer to present the facts | 
as officially developed, and without comment, It would 
appear to us, however, that the basis of the quarrel is in 
the use ofa few unimportant words—which might easily 
have had a right meaning given to them; the parties be- 
ing disposed to keep the peace! 

A report of the speech of Mr. J. Q. Adams, on the 
22d instant, on the loss of the fortification bill of last 
year, has appeared in the Globe; and will come in order 
after the speeches in the senate, and especially Mr. HWed- 
ster’s, on the same subject. This speech caused an ex- 
traordinary exeitement on its delivery, (which was at- 
tended by loud clappings of hands, &c.) because of its 
direct attacks on Mr. WVedster, and others. ‘The matter 
has caused, indeed, a strange discussion, with a singular 
dispute about the facts that happened. Mr. Wise ex- 
posed some things that had oceurred, with great severity. 
The speeches, however, that we intend to copy, shall be 
such as the gentlemen, in their cooler moments, must be 
supposed to approve of. 





We publish this week a bill before*the legislature of 
Pennsylvania, on the subject of the ,bank of the United 
States; proposing to incorporate the same, by the au- 
thority of the state—which, we suppose, will pass into 
a law. If not—as we of Maryland desive a large in-| 
crease of solid capital, say thirty-five millions ot dol-| 
lars, and a good deal of money to extend our public 
works, and having no fear of such a ‘‘monster”’ before 
our eyes, nothing more is to be done than to transfer the 
whole of it tous! We’ll give the bank a charter, in “‘less 
than no time!” and relieve the ‘“‘democrats” of Pennsyl-| 
vania of the ‘‘awful fears” that they express on this ‘*mo- 
mentous erisis.”? It is a question as to the loss or gain of 
thirty-five millions of capital; and Baliimore will suit 
the bank nearly as well as Philadelphia—making the 
former, (as it would do), the centre of the money-market 
of the United States, and reducing the latter to a seeond- 
ary rank. The trausfer is easy, and we are prepared for 
the exchange! 








The ** Pennsylvanian,” speaking of the senate, says:— 

“The moment is fast approaching when it will be in the 
power of this body to acquire imperishable honor, and entitle 
itself to the enduring gratitude of the state. Itis reserved to 
the senate of Pennsylvania to strangle the bank of the United 
States in its last and most insidious attack, and to finish the 
work commenced by Andrew Jackson. The attention not only | 
of the democracy of this commonwealth, but of our sister re- | 
publics, is turned upon Harrisburgh to witness the result, and 
bestow honor upon the incorruptible representatives of the 
people, who are found equal to the emergency. * * * = * 
* * The hopes of every democrat in the state now rest upon 
their senators. The trust placed in their hands is one of tre- 
mendous importance, and their fidelity in guarding it will 
be the measure of their reputation. Men speak only of the 
senate,?? 

Soa “senate” is a very good thing, if it happens to 
agree with the will of party—but the very d—, if it 
does not. Such asthe difference between meum and tuum 
—of mine and thine. If the ‘‘voice of the people”? had | 
prevailed the late election in Pennsylvania, almost every 
“democrat” in the senate, had been ‘swept by the 
board.” ¢ 


VoL. XLIX—Sig. 235. 








A letter dated ‘‘Appalachicola Jan. 14th,” says: 

“The assertion made in alate Key West paper, that a pre- 
mium was demanded by the Central bank for specie in ex- 
change for its own notes, is a deliberate falsehood. United 
States bank notes are at a premium here, and are bought and sold 
by the bank at the market price.”’ 

‘The extract above is from the Floridian, published at Talla- 
hassee, in Florida, ‘The Central bauk is, by special permission 
of the secretary of the treasury, made a place of deposite for 
the funds arising from the sales of lands in Middle Florida. 

Thus, while the bank redeems its due notes with “gold 
and silver’—the ‘‘constitutional currency,” it gives 
something better, or more of it, for United States bank 


'notes. This is not by reason of the ‘‘universal” currency 


given to these notes by being every where received in 
payment of debts due to the United States—(for the 
greater part of the present circulation is in the issues of 
the offices, which are ‘‘eried down” by the government), 
but in the great care with which the affairs of the bank 
are administered, and an universal belief, by friend 
and foe, of its undoubted ability to meet its engagements, 
in any event. So that if its future location be either at 
Philadelphia or Baltimore, the character which it has 
will continue with and abide by it, however much it may 
be thundered at by the ‘*democracy” of the country; and 
Mr. Biddle remain, as he is, *‘as calm as a summer's 
morring.”? The bank of the U.S. since it came under 
its present administration, has been guided to its objects 
‘with the certainty of a steamboat,” and evidently gathers 
strength as its incorporation is about to expire. It has 
an immense surplus fund, and yet divided at the rate of 
seven per cent. per annum, for the last six months— 
though things of so great power have been brought to 
bear against and destroy its eredit. 

The Harrisburgh Reporter of Tuesday says: 

“The bill to recharter the U. S. bank with its entire 
capital of $35,000,000, passed the house of represcnta- 
tives in committee of the whole, yesterday. From the 
disposition shown in committee, it will receive the eutire 
whig and anti-masonie support in its future progress.” 

Acts of violence, of the most disgusting charaeter, are 
very numerous in the United States. We seem to have 
lost our caste. ‘The law of force has dominion, in many 
places. Blood is the ‘‘order of the day.” 


A letter to the editors of the American, from a corres- 
pondent at Harrisburgh, dated on Satarday last, states 
that the supplement to the charter of the Susquehannah 
‘anal company had passed the Pennsylvania senate on 
that day, by a vote of twenty-three to six. The ameud- 
ments embodied in the supplement are of a character to 
promote materially the interests of the company and the 
value of the stock. The principal one is that which per- 
mits the company to construct their eanal on the west 
side of the river. 

Total amount of mereantile business transacted in the 
city of Louisville, during the year 1835, was $24,837,000, 

Only 60,000 hogs have been slaughtered at Cincinnati 
the present season. About 160,000 were ‘‘put up” there 
in the last season. 

The city hotel and other buildings and property were 
consumed by fire at Natchez, on the 2d instant. Loss 
estimated at 52,000 dollars. 

It was the U.S. frigate Potomac, captain J. 1. Nichol- 
son, that arrived at Lisbon, on the 25th November. It 
is said that the Mediterranean squadron, (with the ex- 
ception of the Delaware 74, bound home), would cruise 
during the winter in the neighborhood of Cadiz, Tene- 
riffe and Madeira. 
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From Mississippi we learn that Robert J. Walker was, | hds. in 1854, but in 1835, only 507, and in the latter 
on the 6th instant, elected a senator of the United States | parish five plantations produced, in 1854, 969 hhds.and 
from that state, for six years from the fourth day of | in 1835, 708. The sugar corps west of the river are 
March last. Mr. W. isa decided and committed sup- | much better. 


porter of the present administration and its measures. — 
This seems a strange result after—what has been| ‘The steam packet, J¥illiam Gibbons, that plies be- 
hitherto said, as to the result of the recent election. tween New York and Charleston, on the 2tst Dee. ult. 


— being close to the harbor of the latter, colapsed her steam 
R. C. Nicholas has been elected a senator of the U. | chimney, whereby two passengers, Mr. Isaac Davega, of 
States from the state of Louisiana, to fill the vacancy | N. Y. and Mr. B. F. Rogers, of Augusta, Ga. aud Mr. 
occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Gayarre. The vote | Duncan, the bar keeper, and S. Longstreet, Henry, a 
on the final balloting was, for Mr. Nicholas 32; for A. | Frenchman, and R. ‘Toddy, attached to the bost, all 
Bara 27; for Mr. Grymes 2; for M. Augustin 1; blank} died of the injuries that they received, the rest of the 
1—the election having been effected by one member re- | passengers and crew, about 40 in number, were not hurt. 
fusing to vote, thus leaving 32 votes to be a majority of | The engineer and officers of the boat declare that she 
63 votes; the number of votes on the two preceding bal- | had, at the moment, only nine inches of steam, 
lotings being 64. Relief was sent from the city, as soon as the accident 
Mr. Nicholas is said to be a friend of the administra- | was known—and all done that could be done to relieve 


tion. the sufferers. 


nt 


The Indianapolis Journal of the 5th instant, says: In| The venerable Wathan Beers died at Pairfield, Conn. 
the senate, almost the whole of yesterday was occupied | 0” the 15th instant, at the age of seventy-eight years, 
in the discussion of a joint resolution introduced a few holding, at the time of his death, the office of town con- 
days ago by Mr. Whitecomb, instructing our senators | Stable, a dignity that he had held for fifiy-two successive 
in congress to vote for Mr. Benton’s expunging resolu- | Years. 
tions. Mr. Morgan moved to reject the resolution, which : 7 ‘ave . ; 
motion was advocated by Messrs. Morgan, Shaw, Clark,| . The legislature of Virginia (says the Baltimore Ame- 
Conwell, ‘Thompson, Domoni, Colorick and perhaps | ican) bas recently passed a supplement to the charter of 
some other gentlemen, and oj:posed by Messrs. White- the Staunton and Potomae rail road company, containing 


4 4 hd . > ! v¢ a a) - . , > ; ’ the > ae. > le 
yeas 17, nays 14. So it was rejected. of that work residing in Staunton and other parts of the 
aon valley. This isan important grant, inasmuch as its effect 








The senate of Alabama has rejected a resolution, in- | Will be to give immediate life and efficiency to the com- 
structing their senators in congress to vote for Mr. Ben- | P®"Y- Phe people of Staunton are already moving, a 
ton’s expunging resolutions, by a vote of 14 to 11. public meeting on the subject having been called for the 
om 23d instant. We observe that the right to connect with 
The Missouri Republican of the 9th inst. says, ‘the the Winchester rail road is fully secured to the Staun- 
mails are now fen days behind the time.” ton company, and as this connection is part of the plan 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, of Wednesday Jan. 13, | of the latter, it follows that the Staunton road, like that 
says— of Winchester, is, in fact, but an extension of the Balti- 
The mail between New York and Philadelphia. The folly of | more and Ohio rail road. The valley people regard it 
Mr. Kendall’s new arrangement with regard to the eastern | in this light, and the Staunton Spectator, In announcing 
mail, was never mofe apparent than at this time. It seems | the passage of th@supplemental law, adverts to the inter- 
that because the managers of the Camden and Amboy rail road est which Baltimoy > has in it in the following terms: 
asked $1,000 or 2,000 dollars a vear more than the postmaster i ee , panein Bal , 
thought proper and economical, the contract was given to}. te eee spe pete 72) a eens roe be . 
others, and the consequence is, that we have had no mail from ihe . yeh pty) re , ' ba “: aol ee Kate tae aa tia, Pre 
New York since Saturday last, notwithstanding passengers are a+ elle i tgconni ee eee ae ins ae gh sa 
carried over, and pa ers received by the rail Sol as tebal sition to aid us, the prospect of the early accomplishment of 
For example the péteblie who left nes York chile yesterday the enterprise, seems 10 us sO antinating, that imaction on onr 
"9 ; ‘Ts : ? 2 7 , ste at - : : ‘ " > mexXcis: , 
morning, reached Philadelphia in the afternoon, long before part, at this juncture, would be allogethe r inexcu able. We 
night-fall—whereas, the mail which left on Saturday at two niust repeat the hope, then, that no time will be suffered to be 
o'clock P. M had aot lretnad lest wtaldl Que sine oo. oat lost, but that our own fellow citizens, every man of them, will 
. . Y 4 ‘ « Sc ai = - mae ’ 
men of busines are justly incensed at this condition of things ib sptrther skin t) Beara eer eer ee 
$F . 4 et . e-» i 3 ( 4 i Cc. 
We had much better be without a mail altogether, than to be op peaelivens we erin 
deceived and disappointed by the ridiculous humbug that Mr rey 
. ” - : . ,. H y* ; ‘ + 3° 
Kendall has established to carry letters between the two great _On the subject of ‘four interests in the Pacific,” the 
cities. The roads we know are bad, and some allowances | New Bedford Gazette remarks, that there are at present 
should be made; but we must also remind onr readers that, | not far from two hundred whale ships, the aggregate of 


despite the snow storm, little or no delay has been experienc- | whose cargoes is at least two hundred thousand barrels 
ed on the rail road, which, but for a niggardly and illiberal 


Ae : ; il, wor ‘arly six millions of ars, ane 
spiritof cconomy, Could as heretofore been at the service of m ae 96 aed th ho vp -_ oe os collars, ind 
the postmaster. Our merchants and citizens, generally, should | #™Ments that there should be no naval force to protect 
hold a public meeting on the subject, forthwith. this immense interest; in case of an actual rupture of a 


[The preceding was first published on T'wesday. |} foreign power. 
A Cincinnati paper of the 16th January mentions, that — 
the oyster-line was three daysa head of the mail from! During the fire at New York, a store was burned in 


Baltimore and Washington! Three days! The oysters | which was contained 800,000 Ibs. of pig lead, belonging 
made their arrival from Baltimore, in five days—the | toa merchant in Philadelphia. After the fire was over, 


mail required eight. and the rubbish removed, it was found that the lead had 
-- melted into large masses, so that the owner was obliged 
The Schenectady Cabinet has the following: to quarry it out. One piece alone was got out, weigh- 


John Bowman, the recently elected canal commissioner, was | Og near a ton. 
one of the “immortal seventeen” senators, who, in 1224, _ 
refused to give to the people of this state the choice of pre- We see it stated in the newspapers—that a yonng lady, 
sidentia! electors; and is the selfsame senator, who introduced 


the resolution to remove De Witt Clinton from the same office | © perfect enchaniress (20 called) Bliss Huneeils es eons 

to which Mr. B. is now elected. ont at New Orleans, who, it is said, threws ] asta, Mali- 

a bran and Catalini totally in the shade—warbling from 

A ship arrived in England lately from the coast of | lve to octave, through the highest alto notes of Son- 

Chili, having on board for government the greatest | && down to the rich and melodious lower intonations of 
amount in specie ever conveyed in a merchant vessel, Pasta. She is an American. 


mely $500,000, and ten fons of gold, amounting in al diame liv ache 
to $5 bo 000. eee apite PENG *H7 The house of delegates of Virginia, by a vote of 100 
‘ . rebé to 7, have passed the following resolutions: 





1. Resolved, That this commonwealth only has the right to 


Sugar plantations in the parishes of Lafourche and | coyrrol or interfere with the subject of domestic slavery wihin 


Terrebonne, Louisiana. Ten of the former yielded 1,550! her limits, and that this right will be maintained at all hazards. 
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2. Resolved, That the state of Virginia bag a right to demand 
prompt and efficient legislation: by ler co-states, to restrain as 
far as may be, and to punish those of their citizens wlio, in de- 
fiance of the obhgations of social duty and those of the consti- 
tution, assai ber safety and tranquillity by forming associations 
for the abolition of slavery, or printing, publishing or cireutat- 
ing through the mail or otherwise, seditious and incendiary 
publications, and that this right, founded as itis on the prinei- 
ples of international law, is peculiarly fortified by a just consi- 


deration of the intimate and sacred relations that cxist between 
the states of this onion. 


3. Resolved, ‘Vhat the non-staveholding states of the union 
are respectfully bat earnestly requested, promptly to adopt 
penal enactments, or such other measures as will effectually 
suppress all associations within their respeetive limits, purport- 
ing to be, or having the character of, abolition societies; and 
that they will make it highly penal to print, publi-is or distri- 
bute newspapers, pamphlets or other publications, calculated, 


or having a tendency, to excite the slaves to insurrection and 
revolt. 


4. Resolved, That this general assembly, would regard any 
act of congress, having for its object the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columtia, or the territories of the U. States, as 


affording just cause of alarm to the slaveholding states, and 
bringing the union into imminent peril. 

5. Resolved, Tirat it is highly expetient for the slaveholding 
states to eract such laws and regulations as may be necessary 
to suppress and prevent the circulation of any incendiary pub- 
heations within their respective Limits. 

6. Resolved, That confiding in the justice and loyalty of our 
northern brethren to the principles of the union, enforced by 
the sympathies of common dangers, sufferings and triemphs, 
which ought to bind us together in fraternal concord, we are 
warranted in the expectation, that the foregoing requests will 
be received in the spirit in which they are made, and complied 
with. 

7. Resolved, That congress has no constitutional power to 


abolish slavery in the District of Columbia or in the territories 
of the United States, 


8. Resolved, That the governor be, and he is hereby request- 
ed to forward a copy of these resolutions to each of our sena- 
tors and representatives in congress, and to the executive of 
each of the states of the union, with a request that the same be 
submitted to their respective legislatures. 

A formal representation of great frands in the package 
of cotton has been made by the cotton brokers of Liver- 
pool to the chamber of commerce at New York. It is 
done by plating the bales by a thin layer of good cotton, 
the interior being the receptacle of inferior sorts. This 
is not a ‘*wooden nulmez’’ case—but one of deliberate 
and calculating raseality. 

Camden and Amboy vail-road. We learn that the 
passengers who left Baltimore on Monday, arrived here 
in Six hours; and that not a single rail-trip has been lost 
by this line, since the opening of this road. This is an 
extraordinary fact, and one which Mr. Kendall should 
keepin mind. At 8 o’clock this morning we ascertained 
that the expresses employed by two of the morning 
papers have arrived, being three days and a half in ad- 
vance of the regular mails. The fault is certainly with 
the department, in withdrawing the contract of the great 
mail from the rail-road line. Here we learn that the 
rail-road has not suffered a single failure, while we are 
now between three and four days without advices from 
the seat of the general government, through the regular 
channel. Mr. Kendall is unquestionably right to consult 
economy as much as possible, but the prompt and regular 
coxvevance of intelligence throughout the country, and 
especially between the national metropolis and the me- 
tropoiis of commerce, is of far more importance than the 
extinetion of the department from debt a year sooner or 


later. [M. F. Com. 


Report of the Onondaga Salt Springs, for 1835 to the 
senate: 
Quantity of salt manufactured and inspeeted during the 


year 1835. bush, 2,209,867 38-56 
Amount of duty collected, $152,792 


Amount paid into the treasury, 121,856 28 
Expenses of pumps, &e. 7,130 60 
Collected for pumping, 4,445 77 
Russia ann Potayn. The London Times has pub- 
lished a translation of a new edition of the famous speeeh. 
This comes from the emperor himself. It is his own 
version, for the benefit of his Russian subjects. Tt was 
printed and eirenlated in St. Petersburg after the em- 

















ithe Laurel. 
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perox’s return to that eapital. 
translation. 


‘*Scarcely had the spokesman monnted to begin his speech 
and uttered the word *Sire’—Stop,’ said the emperor, ‘T know 
what you mean to say, rather listen to me.? The deputy began 
to bow. *Do not bow—you bowed just so in 1829, and ina 
shameless manner betayed and rejected the benefits of Alex- 
ander, who, for your sakes, did not spare the riches of his own 
country. A precious page in history you have lefi! You your- 
selves, for yourselves, built this citadel.* Now only dare. On 
the slightest commotion, in 24 hours Warsaw ceases to exist, 
and jt i not LT who will build it a second time. Do not 
place your hopes on Germans, ( Nemtzee which is ofien used in- 
discriminately for all foreigners), or Frenchmen—hepe only 
from my merey. Honor the laws—love your monarch. I as- 
sure you that only this can you hope for prosperity, and strive 


to give to your children a different education from what yott 
have yourselves received.”’ 


What follows is a literal 


-—----— 


Deevune. A bill has been introduced into the legislature of 
Lonisiana, which, if passed into a law, will effectually prevent 
duelling in that state for the future. Among the provisions of 
the billare the following: 

‘This bill guarantees to the ereditors of tle decensed, killed 
in duel, a full payment from the property of the surviving party 
and rightto sue forthe same. Incase of injury sustained in 
body whereby the party is unable to labor for his, or his fa- 
mily’s support, orto make good all legal demapds against him- 
self incurred before and after said injury, the party injuring 
shall be compelled to support the party injured and liis family, 
and to make good at the hazard of the law’s displeasure any 
demand for the same. Shall forfeit to the nearest surviving 
relative the sum of thousand dollars, and should they 
fail to claim for one year, the claim shall be legalin the hand 
of the next eldest relative. Thatthe evidence of the dying 
party is good and legal with regard to all claims against him- 
self, and the testimony of his second valid and placed beyond 
impeachment, for whatever evidence he may under other cir- 
cumstances have given. Which bill was reed the first time and 
oftdered to be printed.’ 


A NEW WAY OF STRETCHING THE CONSTITUTION. Mr. Pey- 
ton, of Tennessee, some days ago, offered the following resoln- 
tiou in the honse of representatives, which he accompanied 
with a strain of exquisite irony. The reader will remember 
president Jackson’s theory, that it is unconstitutional to clear 
out or improve a stream above a port of entry, (which congress 
may establish in the mountains), but quite constitniional te tit- 
prove below it—a theory by which gen. Tipton of Indiana was 
—— 1). [Richmond Whig. 

A few daya since, Mr. Peyton introduced the following reso- 
lution in the house: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry at the 
mouth of Laurel, on the Cumberland river, in the state of Ken- 
tucky. 

“His object in offering this resolution was to extend the con- 
stitution. Asthe constitution then stood,it did not reach above 
Nasiiville, and his object was to embrace it up to the mouth of 
The house had that matterin its own hands, and 
his only wish was to live within the bounda of the constitution, 
He lived above it; and the commerce of the coal mines would 
be as important above, as below Nastiville. He wished the 
committee on commerce to grant his constituents a port of entry 


where he had designated, so that they might have benefits of 
the constitution.” 


-_—_— 


INSPECTION OF MACKEREL in Massachusetts for the year 
1835, including barrels and half barrels. 





Barrels. ilarrels, Barrels. Total To Jan. 
No.1, No.2. No.3. Ss) ION; 

Boston, 10.214 15,150 24.037 49 401 
Gloucester, 14,697 15.570 18,272 48.539 
Newburyport, 4,636 6.453 1] 202 22.291 
Hingham, 2,150 2.950 2,510 15,610 
Provincetown, 2.686 2.734 6.615 12.025 
Cohasset, ].212 9 281 5,978 9 471 
Wellfleet, 9.932 3.537 1.363 7.262 
Scituate, 1.392 2 088 2.4503 5.983 
Barnstable, 1,159 1.413 1.997 4,569 
Charlestown, &52 1.164 1.879 3.P95 
Plymouth, 276 Ge9 1,726 2.691 
Salem, 498 9652 652 2,112 
Duxbury, 493 412 748 1,643 
All other towns, 85! 1,252 2 664 4,767 

45.048 56.655 £9,176 1S0.879 
Same towns, 80.433 93,553 78°97 252,883 


§2,004 barrels, short of the products of 1834. 
{Boston Courier. 


Natchez, Nor.24. This morning, as a negro man was lead- 
ing two ehained bears throngh the court yard of the Mississippi 
hotel, kept in this place by Mr. Parker, a mulatto woman from 
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* The citade! was paid for by a forced loan from the inhabi- 
tants, 
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the kitchen improvidently took her little boy out to see the ani- 
mats, and allowed him to go near them. One of the bears im- 
mediately seized the child in his paws, (sinking his claws into 
the child’s abdomen), threw him on the ground, and began, 
with frightful avidity, to feed upon his carcass. ‘he shrieks of 
the frantic mother, who, true to nature, had thrown herself 
upon the prostrate body of her child, and Was vainly endeavor- 
ing to unclasp the murderous jaws of the beast, brought ina 
moment tothe spot, the Keeper of the hotel and a uumber of 
gentlemen, lodgers there; aud an attempt was made to rescue 
the boy by striking the bear with the head of accom hoe. But 
the rapacious animal heeded them not, and continued his death- 
ly feast by sucking the blood froma bite in the armj,—when 
inost providentially, the other bear was instigated, probably by 
the smell of the fresh wounds, to contest the banquet,—a battle 
ensued between them, which afforded an opportunity of snatch- 
ing away the child, and also diverted them both froma fresh 
attack On any oneelse. At this instant fire arms were brought, 
and two or three deadly aims incapacitated each of thei for 
further mischief. Dr. Dashiell was called to the child and 
promptly dressed his wounds. He will probably recover, 
GREAT DISCOVERY—MANUFACTURE OF [RON. 
From the Harrisburgh Intelligencer. 

In our last we noticed the important discovery of Peter Rit- 
ner, esq. of smelting iron ore with mineral coal. tt will bea 
new era in the iron manufacture in thiscountry. The moment 
we pass the Allegheny mountain, running from north east to 
south west, nearly through the middle of the state, we come 
into the bituminous coal region. The rocks in this region, 
reaching to the rocky mountaims, are horizontal, and frequently 
alternate With iron Ore and bituminous coal. This is the case 
at Karthaus, on the west branch of the Susquehannah, a few 
niles above the termination of the canal extending to Philadel- 
phia. The process of smelting iron ore with mineral coal, has 
for some time been Known in Enrope, and it has been on this 
account that one kind of iron could be made in Great Britain, 
and sold in this country under a duty of $30 per ton. Thon- 
sands of doliars have been expended in this state, and hundreds 
of enterprising men have been ruined, in their experiments to 
discover this method of making iron. A year or two ago the 
legislature incorporated a company, with an immense capital, 
to make the experiment, as it was thought to be beyond indivi- 
dual enterprise. 

At length, however, Peter Riiner and Joseph Loy, with limit- 
ed pecuniary means, have erected a furnace on the plan of the 
coke and iron turnaces of Wales, and succeeded in making the 
finest iron for foundry and many other purposes. 

Mr. Ritner is a brother of the governor of the commonwealth. 

We have received a letter from the proprietors, from which 
we make the following extract: 

Loy Furnace, Clearfield county, Dec. 17, 1835. 

Mr. Strona: Knowing you to be a friend of home industry 
and the prosperity of ourcommon country, l take pleasure in 
stating to you, that we have finally suceceded in the grand pro- 
ject of making iron with mineral coal. We are now in blast 


and running out iron ofa superior quality, notwithstanding the: 


fears that it could not be made in this country with coal. Our 
stack is 44 feet high, 13 feet in the bases, and L have no doubt 
will make, afier she is in successful operation, from 70 to 80 
tons of metal per week, 

The following testimony of a well known iron master, in 
Centre county, is copied from the Telegraph. 

Bellefonte forges, 12th mo. 31, 1835. 

NESPECTED FRIEND: I received by Alexander Irvin, a piece 
of metal and a piece of cinder, said to be made at the Karthaus 
works, from the ore and stone cool of that place, and a request 
that I would give thee ny opinion of it. | have no hesitation 
in saying that these specimens are the best possible evidence 
that the furnace has worked well to produce them. 

[ melted some of this metal again and cast it in a wet sand 
mould, which if done to most of the charcoal metal, will 
render it hard; this remained soft and filed easy. 1 therefore 
conclude it will answer well for foundry purposes, and may be 
used in the place of the Scotch pig. 

We have made some trial with coke in our own furnace, and 
it worked well, except the metal was hard, this defect we attri- 
buted to the low furnace, or we hardly knew what; this diffi- 
culty being now overcome, L would say, the trial at Karthaus is 
successful, and that nothing now is to be expected but to go 
abead and apply the product to the uses best adapted, 

The strength of the metal, and the quality for bars, can only 
be tested in the large way. Respectfully thine, &e. 

GEORGE VALENTINE, 

This is a most important event—and will secure to Pennsyl- 
vania immense wealth. Her great coal fields, aided by her inter- 
nal improvements, were already casting riches into her lap, but 
her iron ore, so cheaply manufactured, being added, ber gains 
may be called countiess, and we shall have an unbounded sup- 
ply of iron equal to the British, and that at an expense not ex- 
ceeding that of the foreigu production. 

"98 D Stee — 
BANGOR, MAINE. 

A subscription was opened at Bangor, on the 25th of June 

last, to raise $100,000 with a view to complete the endowment 
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completed withing six months, the subscribers should not be 
holden to pay their subscriptions. On Friday evening of last 
week, the six months terminated, and a meeting was holden, in 
the first parish meeting house in Bangor, to hear a report of the 
committee of the trustees, as to the state of the subscription, 
At this meeting, professor Pond, one of the committee, report- 
ed that the sum of $94,645 had been subscribed. ‘The subsciip- 
tion Was continued open to receive new names, during which 
tine $2,045 were added to the subscription—making the whole 
sum $96,690. When all had subseribed who wished, the pro- 
fessor drew a paper from bis pocket, which he said bad just 
been handed him, and which be was not at liberty to read until 
the subscription Was through, containing a pledge from Philip 
Coombs, esq. of Bangor, to pay to the treasurer of the institution 
the sum ol $16,666 67 cents, for the purpose of endowing a pro- 
fessorship, to be denominated the Loomis professorship, in me- 
mory of the late rev. Mr. Loomis, first minister of the tirst Cun- 
gregational society. ‘This carried up the sum to be raised to 
$113,356 67. The great subscription was thus finished and se- 
cured. 
B® BD Otero 
FROM ‘TEXAS. 
DECLARATION OF THE VICTIMS. 

We the undersigned prisoners of war, coudemned to be shot 
on Mouday next the 14th inst. at 7 P.M. by a military court 
martial, conformably to the established custom of the country, 
and composed of officers of the Mexican army, the sentence 
being read and interpreted to us on Saturday at 4 P. M. by cap- 
tain Alexander Fauiac of said army, as our bast dying words, do 
declare ourselves innocent of the eharge of either participating 
or colleaguing With any person or party, having for its object the 
revolulionizing or disturbing In any manner the tranquillity of 
the government Of Mexico, and that the testimony given before 
the honorable court of inquiry will corrovorate this declaration, 
the facts and circumstances being briefly as follows: — 

That about 130 men, composed of Americans, French and 
Germans, two-thirds of which being of the first named elass 
(including three who are natives of foreign nations bot na- 
turalized) embarked on the 6th November last, on board the 
Amcrican schooner Mary Jane, eaptain Hall, said to have been 
chartered or employed by a committee of which Mr. William 
Christy, of New Otleans, was the agent, to convey emigrants 
to the ‘Texas, then understood to be at varianee with the Mexi- 
cun governinent. This opportunity afforded many in embar- 
rassed pecuniary Circumstances a passage free, Which was 
readily embraced and accepted of. ‘Tbe terms agreed upon 
were, that it was optional whether the party took up aris in 
defence of Texas or not; that they were at full liberty to act as 
they pleased when landed on the ‘Texian shore. 

‘That taking advantage of this favorable opportunity they ae- 
cordingly embarked—the vessel proceeded on the voyage, and 
nothing transpired to indicate a belief but that all was right as 
it should be, until the 6th day we were out from the Balize, al- 
though ithad been previously understood that a general, with 
his officers or staff, was ou board the vessel, whose design was 
to actin concert, with the Texians, and induce us to join him. 
Of this however, we received no certain assent, but the truth 
is—‘l'ampico was our destination and an attack on the city, the 
design, Which was now evident, and not before—the land being 
in sight and the vessel standing in, it was announced that it 
was ‘l'ampico: that the steamboat then also in sight would have 
us in tow, and Tampico would be in our possession. 

Elated with this harangue, proceeding from the authority 
(through the instrumentality of captain Hawkins, one of the 
aids) of general Mejia, some were induced to join his standard, 
but of these the number could not have exceeded 50, 35 of 
whom were French and Creoles, of New Orleans, who doubt- 
less had a previous understanding, they being exclusively pri- 
vileged, having the quarter deck to themselves, and seemingly 
armed and equiped prematurely. The boat had us in tow soon, 
and all that could be crammed below were driven there until 
she struck the bar, and the steamboat soon afterwards. In this 
awful predicament, night closing on us, the sea breaking over 
us, efforts were used to reach the shore, which at imminent 
danger was effected safely, and were all landed during the lat- 
ter part of the nightand early part of the morning of the fol- 
lowing day. A formidable fort surrendered without an attack, 
and we built fires to dry our clothing. ‘The party were now 
tendered arms and ammunition, and never having been soldiers 
before,some probable took them from curiosity, others from 
necessity, aud others from compulsion; and itis asserted and 
believed no one person was or had been acquainted with two 
others of the number of us, so added to the hurry and bustle 
of the officers, that before we could have an understanding we 
were commingled and bundled together more like a hoard or 
drove of swine than a company of soldiers competent to act as 
such, particularly against regular trained soldiery. At about 
5 P. M. on Sunday we were formed and made ready for the at- 
tack, having added to our number about from 35 to 50 cilizens, 
soldiers and adherents, and which were all judged to be Mex:- 
cans, a number being fellow prisoners with us, but without trial 
to this moment. Having no other resource, We Were necessa- 
rily compelled, from obvious reasons, reluctantly to join the 
party with a full determination not to actin concert with it bat 
submit ourselves as prisoners of war, having no design or in- 
tesition to fight, and without one single exception every indivi- 


of a theological seminary, at that place. One of the conditions ; dual of the andersigned from motives of conscience and op- 
vf the subscription was that if the sum of $100,000 was not! pression added to the shameful abduction or deception practis- 
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ed on ds, and ¢hose to throw ourselves on the clemency and 
inercy of the aathorities. Aud this being the substance of our 
testimony beforé the court, yet, notwithstanding, mark the Te- 
salt, which has terminated, not in an ignominions, bat Christian 
jike death. "Trasting in God, and bearing in mind, his promise, 
and with our trast id his mercies, we die both as Christians and 
men. 

We have now but nine hours allotted us, and concinde hastily 
by requesting all who may bear of our fate to entertain no 
erroneous impression, 

The following is a copy of a letter received in Philadelphia 
from Mr. Leeds, one of the individuals to be shot at Tampico: 

Tampico, 13th December, 1835. 

Dear brother, sisters and other relations and friends—ere this 
comes to hand, I shall be in eternity. In twenty-four hours, I 
shall cease to exist. Your unfortunate brother, and about 30 
others, have been sentenced to be shotin twenty hours from 
this—have been treacherously deceived by Don Antonia Mejia, 
or rather by his agent, Mr. William Christy. We shipped ino 
New Orleans for Texas, on board the Mary Jane, through the 
agency of William Christy, notary public, of New Orleans, 
After being at sea, as we lhougit, jong enough to have arrived 
in Texas, the passengers became anxious to know why we had 
not made our portof destination. The answer was that the 
schooner had lost 40 miles the first day she went out; nor did 
we kuow we was going to Tampico until the day we was 
wrecked onthe bar. We all know itis appointed unto man 
once to die—and after death to come tojudgment. TI place my- 
self under the protection of Jesus Christ, who has died for all. 
He has said come unto me, all ye that are heavy laden, for | 
will give you rest. Break the news of my untimely end to my 
family in as delicate a manner as possible. [I wish you and all 


my relations and friends to forgive any injury which I may: 


have done them or you. Clear my name from any crime. 
Pray for your affectionate brother. G. F. LEEDS. 


Many volunteers had arrived in Texas—among them, 220, in 
four vessels from Georgia; and 100 in the steamboat Yellow 
Stone, were on their way. 


A New Orleans paper says:— 

St. Antonio, the last Turtress of thre despot Santa Anna, in 
Texas, has fallen! ! 

‘Ihe valor and perseverence of the colonial troops were irre- 
sistible. This ever to be remembered event, took place on 
Thursday Dec. 10th. On the Saturday previous (the Sth,) 300 of 
the cotoniat troops entered the town of San Autonio, under the 
command of col. Benjamin R. Milam. They could not at first 
get possession of the public square owing to the walls and 
ditches across the mouths of the streets, each of which was 
likewise defended by two pieces of artillery, and in conse- 
quence of this, they occupied some buildings and tops of houses 
adjacent. Here they remained battling unceusingly night and 
day until Wednesday the 9th when they forced their way into 
the square and drove the enemy across the river into their fort 
called the **Aiamo.”? 

In these relative situations the battle continued until Thurs- 
day 10th, when the enemy capitulated, 

By the capitulation upwards of 1,000 yielded to less than 
300. The town ttself was surrendered with 24 pieces of brass 
artillery, 1,000 pounds of powder, baH, grape and canister, with 
the public stores of every description, 

This glorieus conquest was achieved, with a loss on the part 
of the conquerors of only 3 killed and 30 wounded, while 
the loss of the enemy killed variously cstimated at from 60 
to 150. 

But the joy of triumph was sadly diminished by the circum- 
stance that the brave Milam, the dauntiess leader of the storm, 
was numbered among the slain. He fell by a ball through his 
head while fearlessly animating his men to victory. Long! 
long will Texas and the friends of liberty remember and lament 
his fate. Among the gafant band who stormed the town were 
more thaa 100 volunteers from the U. 8. of the north. The 
New Orleans Grays and Blues constituted a great majority of 
these, and the remainder were from different parts of the state 
of Mississippi. The whole of them were among the first and 
foremost where the battle raged hottest, and displayed through- 
eut the undaunted bravery of disciplined regulars. 

Texas will reward with something more than gratitude and 
empty compliments that generous ardour in the cause of liberty, 
which so promptly drew them to her aid, and invaluable assist- 
ance which they rendered her “iu the hour that tried men’s 
souls.”? 

And adds:— ; 

A convention of the representa*ives of the people of Texas 
have solemnly declared that tht''cial compact between them 
and Mexico is dissolved and that Texas has a right to forin her- 
sclf into aw independent government. A _ provisional govern- 
ment is now established and onthe Ist of March nexta new 
convention will meet to organize more fully and efficiently. 
There are between 1,000 and 1,500 volunteers from the United 
States ia Texas and they are hourly increasing. The com- 
mander-in-chief has called for 5,000. They are admitted to all 
the privileges of citizenship—obtain their head rights of land 
beside their rations aud compensation in money. 

In a short time the war will be carried beyond the Del Norte, 
into the enemy’s country, and they will be made to support it, 
inasmuch as their injustice and oppression have alone rendered 
it necessary, and the tyrant Santa Anna will feel and know from 
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blood beught experience, that although his countrymen may 
submit to absolute slavery, under the mask and name of centra- 
lism—as for the colonists they have adopted the motto of their 
ancestors, and with one tnited voice exclaim, with their Henry, 
of immortal memory, ‘give us liberty or give us death.”? 


The following ts a list of the officers of the permanent army 
so far as they have been ascertained: 
Samuel Houston, major general and commander-in-chief, 
John A. Wharton, adjutant general. 
A. Houston, quartermaster general, 
— Richardson, surgeon general, 
ARTILLERY CORPS. 
J. W. Fannin, jr. colonel commandant. 
— Nail, lieutenant colonel. 
W. Barritt Travis, 1st Majer. 
T. F. L. Parrott, 2d Major. 
INFANTRY CORPS. 
Philip A. Sublet, colonel commander. 
Henry Millard, lieutenant colonel, 
Jim. A. Oldham, 1st major. 
The foregoing tist is incomplete. We hope, however, soon 
to be able to lay a complete one before our readers. 





Gen. usfin and Others had proceeded to the United States, 
to raise funds. 


Captain Taytor, of brig Aurora, arrived from Metamoras, in- 
forms us that when he left, the passengers and crew, fifty in 
number, of the American schooner Hannah and Elizabeth, 
were In prisou at that place; the schooner, witha cargo of mer- 
chandise, faving been chased ashore and captured by the 
Mexican arimed schooner Bravo. The Hannal and Elizabeth 
was bound from New Orleans for Texas, Capt. Taylor states 
that the prisoners Were in irons, 


Private letters dated Tampico 29ith December, (says the 
New Orleans Bee) state that an army of 10,000 men under 
‘Santa Anna had Icft Sana Luis Potosi for Texas. What credit 
nay be attached to this announcement, We are not prepared to 
asseti—as we find in the Mexican papers received yesterday, 
up to the 9th ult. that a conspiracy had broken outin Mexico, 
which threatened the peace of the Country nearer home than 
Texas; and the Nacional of Mexico staws that Santa Anna 
was indisposed. 


The Texas commissioners raised a loan of $200,000 in 
New Orleans without difficulty, and are progressing with other 
loans. 


It appears by the ‘Texas Register’? thata legislative body, 
called the **general council”? is formed, and that the governor 
had sentin his first message. An ordinance has been passed for 
the organization of a corps of rangers to consist of 1,120 men— 
they are promised 640 acres of land, besides their pay. A town 
was to be built, to be called “Houston.” 

The Register adverts, though very guardedly, to the licenti- 
ousness Of the troops, and the disorganized state of the army, 


A letter from Vera Cruz, of Dec. 25th, says: 

Preparations are now being made to mareh a large foree 
against the colonists of Texas; and it is to be feared that the 
contest will prove a warn and bloody one for victory. 

A loan of half a million of doilars has been made to carry on 
the war; and if the government gain the ascendancy, it will be 
a sorry day to the poor settlers of (U. 5S.) of the worth; time 
must decide the issue. 

A conspiracy has been recently detected in the city of Mexi- 
co, Wherein numbers are implicated; three hundred, itis re- 
ported, have been apprehended, ‘The expedition of general 
Mejia to Tampico, was supposed to have been in concert with 
this movement. 

From the above it will be seen that notwithstanding the colo- 
nists have in the most heroic manner captured every fort with- 
in the limits of Texas, and driven every hostile soldier beyond 
her bounds, yet her situation is far from being safe and secure, 
In fact, (for the truth should not be disguised)—their present 
condition is traly critical, and well calculated to arouse the 
sympathies, and call forth the aid of every friend of liberty 
throughout the world, whatever be their nation or their clime, 

The people of Texas are without an organized army, with- 
out means—without munitions of war; and are threatened by 
an invasion of an army of ten thousand men, with the despot 
Santa Anna at their head, who has declared that he will ex- 
terminate them—drive them from the country, or make them 
bow bencath the rod of military despotism. 

The ‘Texians cannot bring into the field more than one, or at 
the farthest two thousand men; and they must be crushed if 
they do not receive assistance, 


The volunteers from Texas, arrested at Bermuda, had not 
yet been released. But was soon to be tried. 


eB 2) Other 


WAR WITH! THE SEMINOLES. 

We have been much disappointed at the energy and power 
of the Semincles, to do mischirf. From being among the strong- 
est of the tribes east of the Mississippi, we had thought that 
by ‘“‘war, pestilence and famine,” (and they have had enough 
of all these), fogether wilh their intercourse with the white in- 
habitants, by whom they are surrounded—we supposed that all 
their original savageness and energy had disappeared. But thry 
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have rallied—and, like an expiring Jamp, sparkled before being 
extinguished; for ithatsuch will not be the fate of this unfortu- 
nate and unrefiecting people, we think cannot be hoped for.— 
They will be swept trom the face of the earth; and hunted, 
even in their swamps,jlike ravenous wolves! A fearful destruc- 
tion, and events at which humanity must shudder, will follow 
ihe proceedings that we have to deiail. 
[OFFICIAL accounts J 
Head quarters, territory of Florida, Fort Drane, Jan. 4, 1836. 
Sir: On the 24th ultumo, brigadice gen. Call, commanding 
the volunteers called into service by order of his excellency, 
G. RK. Walker, acting governor of Florida, formed a junction 
With the regular troops at this post, and informed me that bis 
command had been raised to meet the crisis; that most of their 
terms of service would expire in a few days, which made it ne- 
cessary tou act promptly. ‘’wo large detachments were sent 
Hat on the 15th to scour the country on our right and left flank. 
aieut. col. Fanning, with three companies from Fort King, ar- 
rived on the 27th; and on the 29th, the detachment having re- 
ned the brigade of mounted volunteers, composed of the 
stand 2d regiments commanded by brig. general Call, and a 
battalion of regular troops commanded by lieutenant colonel 
Fanning, teok up the line of march fora point on the Outhla- 
chuchy tiver, which was represented by our guides as being a 
good ford. About 4 o'clock on the morning of the 3lst, after 
leaving all our baggage, provisions, &c. &c. protected by aguard 
coijinanded by lieutenant Dancy, we pushed on with a view 
of carrying the ford, and of surprising the main body of In- 
dians, supposed t6 pe concentrated on the west bank of the 
iver, but on reaching it, about day-light, we found, instead of 
good ford, adeep aud rapid stream, and no means of crossing, 
exceptin an old and damaged canoe. Lieut. col, Fanning, how- 
ever, soon succeeded in crossing, the regular troops took a posi- 
tion in advance, whilst brig. gen. Call was actively engaged in 
crossing liis brigade, and in having their horses swam over the 
tiver. Lut before one-half had crossed, the battalion of regu- 
jars, consisting of about two hundred men, were attacked by 
she enemy, Who were strongly posted in the swamp and scrub 
Which extended trom the river. This litte band, however, 
aided by col. Warren, major Cooper, and lieut. Yeoman, with 
27 volunteers, metthe attack Of a savage enemy, nearly three 
times their number, beaded by the emef Oscola, with Spartan 
Valor. The action lasted nearly an hour, during which time 
the troops made three brilliant charges into the swamp and 
scrub, and drove the enemy in every direction; and after the 
third charge, although nearly one-third of their number had 
been cut down, they were found suficiently firm and steady to 
fortily the formation of a new line of battle, which gave entire 
protection to the flanks, as well as to the position selected for 
re-crossing the troops. Brigadier general Call, after using 
every effort to induce the volunteers remaitog on the east 
bank, when the action commenced, to cross the river, and in 
arranging the troupa sull remaining ou that bank, crossed over 
uud rendered important service by his coolness and judgmeaut 
in arranging part of his corps on the right of the regulars, 
Whieh gave much strength and security to that flank. Lieut, 
col, Fanning displayed the greatest firmness throughout the ac- 
tion, and added much tothe high reputation long since esta- 
blished. Captains Drane and Mellon exhibited great bravery 
and judgment, and hkewise added to the character they ac- 
quired in the late war. Nor was Captain Gates wanting in 
firmness. Capt. Win. M. Graham, 4th infantry, was fearlessly 
brave, and although severely wounded early in the engage- 
ment, continued to head his company in the most gallant man- 
ber, untilhe received another severe wound, when he was ta- 
Ken from the field. fis brother, lieut. Campbell Graham, com- 
manding the adjacent company, was likewise severely wound- 
ed early in the fight, but coutinued with bis men until another 
wound foreed hia, from loss of blood, to retire from = the field. 
Lieut. Maitand, who coimmanded a company, contributed 
inuch, by his gallantry, to encourage his men. Lieuts. ‘Sal- 
cot, Capron, John Graham, Ridgely, (who was wounded early 
in the action), and Brooks, all displayed great courage and cool- 
ness throughout the action.. When almost every pon-commis- 
sioned officer and private exhibited such firmness, it was almost 
impossible to discriminate between them; but the commanding 
eneral cannot withhold his high approbation of the judgment 
hnd courage displayed by sergeant Johnson, of H company, 
third artillery, on Whom the command of the company devoiv- 
ed, after lieut. Graham was removed from the field; and who, 
Alujoygh severely wounded, continued at the head of the com- 
any till the action*was over. Also, of zergeants Kenton and 
,ofton, and corporal Paget, 4th infantry—rergeants Scofield 
aud Potter D company, Sd artillery—sergeant Smith C. compa- 
Hy, Lat artifiery, and corporal Chapin, C company, 3d artillery. 
Colonel John Warner, commandant ist regiment volunteers, 
inajor Cooper, and lieutenant Yeouan, of same corps, who had 
formed on the left flank, were all severely wounded, while 
leading their litle band to the charge; and all behaved with 
great bravery, as well as adjutant Phillips. Lieutenant co- 
eal Mills displayed great coolness and judgment duting the 
action, and in recrossing the river with his command, Lieu- 
tenants Stewart and Hunter, of the 24 regiment, witha few men 
of that regiment. were judiciously posted on the right, and from 
their repudiation for firmness, would have given a good account 
of the enemy, had he made his appearance in that quarter.— 
Col, Parkhill, of the F volunteers, who performed the duties of 
adjutant gencral, dieplayed much inilitary skill, andthe utmost 
Ros ' 








coolness and courage throughout the whole action; and bis 
services were of the first Importance. Col. Rew, mepector 
general, displayed much firinness, but he had tis horse shot, 
and received a slight Wound early in the engegement, and was 
sent Wilh orders to the volunteers. My volunteer asd, major 
Lytle, and major Welford, aid to brigadier general Call, were 
near me throughout the action, and displayed the most intrepid 
courage and coolness. Col. J. HW. Metntosh, one of my aids, 
and major Gamble, aid to general Call, both di-played much 
firmness and courage, and were actively etiployed oo the tell 
flank. I also teelit due to heut. col. Batley, capt. Sco, and 
lieut. Cuthbert, to say that, although the action Was nearly over 
before they could cross the river with a few of the 2d regiment, 
ihey took a judicious position, and showed miuch firmaess.— 
Capt. Wyatt, of the same corps, was entirely employed in 
erecung a temporary bridge, and mantiested much firmitiess,— 
Much credit is also due to the medical departinent, composed 
of doctors Wightman, Hamilton, Randolph and Braden, for 
their activity and attention to the wounded, 

The time of service of the volunteers having expired, and 
inost of them having expressed an unwillingness lo remain 
longer ia service, it Was considered best, aller removing the 
dead and taking care of the wounded, toreturn to this post, 
Which we reached on the 2d inst. without the least mtercnp- 
tion, and on the fol owing day the volunteers from Middle Flo- 
rida took up the line Of march for Tallahassee, and this morn- 
ing (hose frow East Florida proceeded to thetr respective homes, 
leaving me avery few men to guard this eateneive troutier. If 
am uow fully convinewd, that there has been a great defection 
among the Florida Indians, and thata great many Creeks have 
united with them: consequently it will require a strony lurce 
tv put them down. 

J also have the honor to enclose you a list of the killed and 
wounded of the respective regiments and corps. Lam, sir, 
with high respect, your most obd’t. Db. J. CLINCH, 

Brevet B. general U. S. army, commending. 

R. Jones, adj’t. general U. S. army. 


Return of the killed and wounded at the battle of the Outhla- 
chuchy on the 3lst day of Dee. 1835. 
United States troops commanded by brevet lt. colonel Fanning, 
Ath artillery. 

(C ) Company Ist artillery, capt. Gates commanding—1 anrtifi- 
cer killed, 1 corporal and 3 privates wounded 

(D.) Company 2d artillery, Capt. G. Drane commanding—1 
private Killed, 1 second lieutenant, 1 corporal aid 12 privates 
wounded, 


(F.) Company 2d artillery, bt. capt. Mellon commanding—1 
artificer Killed. 

(C.) Company 3d artillery, lst lieut. Maitlane commanding— 
1 artifieer killed and 7 privates wounded. 

(H.) Company 3d artiiery, Ist teut. C. Graham command- 
ing—I private killed, 1 first lieutenant, 1 sergeaut, 2 corporals 
and 12 privates wounded, 





TOTAL. 

2 artificers and 2 privates killed. 

1 capiain, Ist lieutenant, 2d lieutenant, 2 sergeants, 4 corpo- 
rails and 43 privates wounded. 

In all 4 killed and 52 wounded. 

Florida volunteers, commanded by brigadier general Call, 

Ist regiment, commanded by col. Johu Warten, 

1 colonel, 1 major, 1 lieutenant and 2 privates wounded. 

Qd regiment, commanded by colovel Richard Parish, 2 pri- 
vates wounded. 


Total.—1L coionel, 1 major, 1 lieutenant and 4 privates 


wounded, 
(Signed) SAMUEL PARKHILL, adjulant general. 

J. S. Lytle, 4. D. C. 

From the Globe of January 22. 

We understand that major general Scott was ordered last 
week to Fiorida, to take the general direction of the operations 
in that quarter, and with fall authority to call upon the execu- 
tives of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama aud Florida, for 
whatever militia force may be necessary. He has been direct- 
edto push the campaign in the most vigorous mauner, and to 
reduce the Indiang to unconditional submission. 

We further learn that the disposable regular force which can 
properly be moved is eitherin Florida or on the way. The 
garrisons On the seacoast have either been sent there, or have 
been reduced to the smallest practicable number. Circum- 
stances have rendered necessary the removal of the 6th regi- 
ment from Jefferson barracks to the Mexican frontier, and ge- 
neral Gaines has been ordered to proceed there to tuke the 
command in that quarter. Our army is scattered over an im- 
mense frontier, and the pote vu oecupies along the Indian line 
cannot be withdrawn, witflalt almost certainly leading to In- 
dian disturbances. aged 

We understand that such is the naked state of the seaboard, 
that there is not a soldier at Boston, nor one between Philadel- 
phia and the ocean. Only four companies at New York har- 
bor, and four at Old Point Comfort, those two great naval posi- 
tious. Both the garrisons in North Carolina, those of Charles- 
ton and Savannah, and that at Key West, and those in Pensa- 
cola and Mobile, and those in the neighborhood of New Or- 
leans, are all either now in Florida, or on their way there. Ina 
word, the whole Atlantic frontier is drained, and that from ne- 
cessity. If the western frontier were also stript of its garri- 


sons, a general Iudian war would, in all probability, follow. 














Mujor Bevron’s official report of the disastrous defeat of the de- | 
tuchment of the United States troops, under the gallant inajor | 
Dave, of the Sth regiment of infantry, which occurred on the 
Q3th of December. 

‘The detachment consisted of major Dade’s company of in- 
fanury, capt. Frazier’s company of the dd regiment of artillery, 
and capt. Gurdiner’s company of the 2d artillery, being siaty 
miles ou the line of march trom Tampa bay toward Port King, to 
form a junetion with gen. Clinch, on the Wythlacoochee. ‘This 
action occurred, i seems, three days before the battle where 
gen. Clinch commanded, of which we have already given an 
account. 





Fort Brooke, ( Flovida), 1st January, 1836. 

Sir: I had the houor to advise you, ou the Loth December, 
via Pensacola, of tie course of events here. to that date. The 
sehr. Motto arrived on the 2st Deceaber from Key West, with 
brevet major Dade and lis company, (A) infantry, 39 strong, 
wilh a small supply of musket ball cartridges, atler looking in 
at several points between the Key and this place. Being thus 
reinforced, [ hesitated no longer to put Gardiner’s company (C) 
24 artitiery, aud Prazier’s company (B) 3d sufantry tn motjan 
for Fort King, pursuant to gen. Ciinch’s orders; which move- 
ment had beeu ordered on the L6ih, and suspended the same 
day, On account of intelligence L had received of the force of 
the Mickasukies, and their strong position near the forks of the 
Wythlacoochee. [despatched the public schooner Motto on 
the 23d, with lieutenant Duncan, 2d artillery, to Key West, for 
a battery of two twelve-pounders, aud such stores as could be 
serviceable; and at 6 o’clock on the 24th, the companies, Gar- 
diner’s and Frazier’s, made fifty bayonets each, by details from 
those compinies remaining here, and with one of the two six- 
pounders of this post, with four oxen [ had ordered to be pur- 
chased, one light wagon, and ten days’ provisions, Were putin 
march. ; 





The first halt of this command was at Little Hillsboro’ river, 
seven miles from this post; the bridge of whieh Ll had recon- 
noitred by Indians of Emathla’s baud the day before, From 
this | heard from major Dade, pressing me to forward the six- 
pounder by all means, it having been left, from the failure of | 
the team, four miles out. [ accordingly ordered the purchase | 
of three horses and harness, and it joined the column at nine 
that night. On the night of the 24th, [ heard thatthe trans- 
port, with major Mountford and company, long and auxiously 
expected was inthe bay. [sent at one o’clock a letter to him, 
(received at daylight) by an Indian express, urging bim on. He | 
landed with his strong company on the 23th, about noon, and | 
informed me that Legate’s company, under lieutenant Grayson, 
nearly full, must be near athand. Of this major Dade was in- 
formed by a most gallant volunteer, Jewell, (C) company, 2d 
artillery, who had left the detachment with the news of the 
burning of Big Hillsboro’? bridge, near which major D. had 
halted the second day, 25th. If also informed him that f was 
using every exertion to push on about thirteen hundred ra- 
tions On packhorses with wWhatammunition could be spared. 
A duplicate of this was sent the next day by a young Indian, 
who became lame, and could not overtake the column, and re- 
turned with his letters. Pr. Jewell joined major Dade about 
11 o’clock on the night of the 25th. 


| 


In the chain of + vents, itis proper that I should mention that 
three Tallassee Indians came in on the evening of the 22d, 
and caused great excitementin Itoluse Emathla’s camp. 
brought a talk of Inicanopas of a pacilic or neutral character 
or they affected it; but I believe not distinctly, until after [had 
made then prisoners, while in full council with Emathla’s war- 
riors; which step [ considered imperative, if they were spies 
and as much so if they were charged with any propositions 
likely to detach the chiefs from the treaty, or indeed, by an act 
of self-devotion, to take the scalps of Emathia, Black Dirt and 
Big Warrior, faithful chiefs, who have been hunted in this way 
since the scalping of Charles Emathla. In a council with 
Eimathia that night, major Dade expressed every confidence in 
indian character, and particularly upon the salutary influence 
of Abraham upon Micanopa. On reflection, I detained two of 
the imprisoned Tallassees as hostages, and sent the youngest 
and best runuer with letters to general Clinch and general 
Thompson, via Inicanopa, as I could dono better, and of course 
through Abraham’s lands. 

These letters, of course, involved many details; but numbers 
and other facts, to guard against treachery, were stated in 
French. The runner returned two days beyond his time, with 
a message from Abrakam and Broken Sticks, stating my talk 
was good, and that [ might expect him on the 30th. This we 
freely rendered, that he would be at the attack fixed for Chriat- 
inas week. 
Pea creek band of about a hundred warriors, forty miles south 
east of us, who have done most of the mischief, and keep this 
post constantly observed, and communicate with the Mickasu- 
kians at Wythlacoochee, by means of powerful bands of Eu- 
follahs and Alafiers, under Little Cloud and the Alligator. In 


tracing major Dade’s movements, [have every reason to be- 


lieve that he made on the 26th, six miles; 27th, to Big Wythla- 


ecorchee; on the filth day, 28th, to the battle ground, sixty-five 
miles, 


Here it may be proper to state that major Mountford’s com- 
mand was ready to move on the 26th, but the transport, in | or keep open a communication with Fort King with less than a 


well appointed and instructed force of one thousand men. 


which was a company of the 2d artillery under lieutenant 
Grayson, unfortunately entered the wrong bay and got into! Three out of four bridges are destroyed, and two fords are very 
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A negro, his intimate, named Harry, controls the | 





shoal water, and was not seen, or certainly heard of, till the 
morning of the 28th Deeember, when, by sending a party with 
a tiag as a signal, lieutenant G. was put in posssession of in- 
structions, and landed lis company ata point four miles west 
of us, Om the east side of “Tampa bay, (proper), and joined at 
sunset that evening; his trausport did not get round to land his 
baggage tll the 30:h; so long an interval, as to put all hope of a 
junction outof the question, and major Mountiord’s baggage 
was ubladed. 


Now it becomes my melancholy duty to proceed to the catag- 
trophe of this fated band, an elite of energy, patriotism, niuli- 
tary vkill,and constant courage. On the 29th, in the after- 
noon, a man of my company, John Thomas, and temporarily 
transferred to (C) company, second artillery, came in, and yes- 
terday Pr. Ransom Clark, of same Company, with four wounds, 
very severe, and atated that an action took place on the 28th, 
commencing about 10 o’clock, in which every officer fell, and 
nearly everyman. ‘lhe command entrenched every bight, and 
about four miles from the halt were attacked, and received at 
Jeast fifteen rounds before an ladian was seen. Major Dade 
and his horse were both killed on the first Onset, and the inter- 
preter, ‘‘Louiz.?? Lieutenant Mudge, third artillery, reecived 
his mortal wound the first fire, and afterwards received several 
other wounds. Lieutenant Basenger, third artillery, was not 
wounded till after the second attack; and at the latter part of 
that he was wounded several times before he was tomahawk- 
ed. Captain Gardiner, second artillery, was not wounded 
until the second attack, and atthe last partof it. Mr. Basen- 
ger, after captain Gardiner was killed, remarked, “I am the 
only officer left, and boys we will do the best we can.”? Lieu- 
tenant Keayes, third artillery, had both arms broken the first 
shot; Was unable to act, and was tomahawked the latter part of 
the second attack by a negro. Lieut. Hendetson had his left 
arin broken the first fire, and, after that, with a musket fired at 
least thirty or forty shot. Dr. Gatlin was not killed until after 
the second attack, nor was he wounded; he placed himself be- 
hind the breastwork, and, with two double-barrelied guns, said 
‘he had four barrels for them.’? Captain Frazier fell early 
in the action wiih the advanced guard, as aman of his com- 
pany, (6 third artillery), who came in this morning wounded, 
reports. 


On the attack, they were in column of route, and, after rem 
ceiving a heavy fire from the unscen enemy, they then rose up 


(in such aswarim that the ground, covered, as was thought, by 


light infautry extension, showed the Indians between the files. 
Muskets were clubbed, knives and bayonets used, and parties 
clinched. In the second attack, our own men’s muskets, from 
the dead and wounded, were used against them; a cross fire 
cut down a succession of artillerists at the fence, from which 
| forty-nine rounds were fired; the gun cartiages were burnt, and 
|} the guns sunk in a pond; a war dance was held on the ground; 
| many negroes were in the Geld, but no sealps were taken by 
ithe Indians, but the negroes, with hellish eruelty, pierced the 

throats of all, whose loud eres and groans showed the power 

of life to be yet strong. The survivors were preserved by imi- 
‘tating death, excepting Thomas, who was partly stifled, and 

bougi:t bis life for six dollars, and in his enemy recognised an 
| Indian whose axe he had helved a few days before at this post. 
About one hundred Indians were well mounted, naked and 
painted. The last man who came in brought a note from eap- 
tain Frazier, addressed to major Mounttord, which was fasten- 
ed ina cleft stick, and stuck in a creek, dated, as is supposed, 
on the 27th, stating that they were beset every night and push- 
ing on. 

With regard to the affairs of this post, [have to state that 
the schooner Motto, though daily expected, bas not yet arrived. 
The defences have been somewhat extended and strengthened; 
the old cantonment has been entirely abandoned; and we anxi- 
ously await ordnance and ordnance stores. The garrison is 
healthy, and I have caused to embark on board of the return 
transport to New Orleans several families, made widows and 
orphans by the fatal battle of Wythlacoochee. These are re- 
commended to the kindness of the commanding officer, and [ 
have ordered the disbursement to be covered by the quarter- 
master’s department. The vessels engaged for the emigrating 
Indians to rendezvous here on the 15th instant, have in part 
arrived, (four), and a schr. from New Orleans with provisions, 
making,in all, five. We have had no communication with the 
Florida head-quarters on any subject connected with the pub- 
lic service here for near four weeks. On this day the distribu- 
| tion of provisions under the treaty commences. Under an ex- 
isting order I have so far considered myself an Indian agent as 
to authorise the issues, and to take measures for the security of 
the deposite of provisions, by disturbing them in the transports 
now auebored in the bay. This arrangement I eannot report 
as complete, but hope to succeed without additional expense, 

To land those provisions at this post, where already so much 
public property is irremediably exposed to conflagration in the 
event of an attack, and not protected by a successful defence 
of the place, would ensure its destruction, and perhaps crush 


























| proved by the secretary of war. 


In conclusion, I beg leave to remark, that such are the In- 
dian combinations, that it is not considered practicable to force 


all hopes of emigration. These proceedings will, I trust, be ap- 
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difficult, and the country may generally be described as a series 
of ambuscades and defiles. 
i bave the honor to be, very respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t. 
F. 8. BELTON, 
Capt. 2d artillery company. 
To the adjutant general U. S. A. Washington. 


Fort Brooke, Florida, January 1st, 1836. 

My DEAR coLoneL: I have only time at present to address 
you a few lines concerning the late transactions in this quarter. 

Ll reached this place with my command about J2 o'clock on 
Christmas day, and found the agitation to be considerable, 
owing to the decided hostility which was reported to exist 
among the various tribes of Indians ip this neighborhood. 

So soon as | landed and ascertained that major Dade’s eom- 
mand, consisting of 8 officers and about 100 men, had left this 
place on the 23d, on their way to Fort King, taking with them a 
six pounder, and in the course of the day it was ascertamed 
that they were delayed on the road about 20 miles distant, on 
acconnt of the bridges having been burnt. 

It bad been the original intention that my command and 
company, a 2d artillery, should proceed to Fort King togetiier, 

“but when it was known that major Dade’s command was 
within so short a distance of us, it was determined, and, in- 
deed, | was very anxious to proceed forthwith and every 
thing Was ready forthe march the following morning, butin 
the course of the night, however, news arrived that major 
Daide’s command had proceeded on, and again it was thought 
advisable that | should wait for the other company. You will 
al once perceive the narrow escape L made by this detention, 
When [inform you that undoudted information has been receciv- 
ed here ofthe awtul fact that major Dade with his whole com- 
inand with the exception of 3or4 having been cutto pieces 
and horribly mangled, this could not have been prevented by 
my having gone on—-on the 26th, and we shou'd have been cut 
up in detail, 

The savages were screened from the fire of the command by 
a thick swamp, the six-pounder is in their hands; major Dade 
was killed carly in the action, the most heroic bravery was 
displayed by the officers and men, but all would not do; every 
officer is dead and almost every man—three men horribly 
wounded bave made their way into camp, all agree in relation 
to the above particulars, and all agree in believing that no more 
escaped, 

‘The whole foree at this place are now entrenched within the 
pieket and block houses; our force consists of about 180 fight- 
ing men and officers, to which are a party of citizens, rangers, 
ahout thirty strong, and also in the immediate neighborhood 
is a party of about 100 friendly Indians headed by their chief. 

We are hard at work day and night, in strengthening our 
fortifications in every possible manner, our men in fine spirits, 
and anxious to revenge their fallen comrades. All is activity 
and zeal, and we are ready to give our savage foe a warm re- 
eeption. Lam, in haste, vour friend, 

JNO. MOUNTFORD, mej. U.S. A. 


Extract from brigadier general Clinch’s report of the officers 
commanding the troops in Florida, to the adjutant general, 
dated 

Fort Drane, 26th December, 1835. 
“T have the honor, herewith to enclose you a copy of an 

order issued by me on the 2lst instaut, from which you will 
Jearn that brigadier general R. K. Call, commanding the Plo- 
rida volunteers, formed a junction with me on thatday. Ou 
the preceding evening general Call’s advanee guard fell in 
with a party of Indians who had just set fire to a house abou; 
one mile fram Micanopy. ‘The Indians had concealed them- 
selves in among thick hammock aud marsh, but the volunteers 
attacked them in the most gallant manner, and killed four of 
ofthe party. General Call reports, from his command, four 
badly wounded. We have been engaged since the 2st in 
scouring the hammocks and swamps within thirty or forty 
miles of the fort, and from the best information that can be 
obtained, it ia believed that the Indians ow the west of the St. 
Joho’s are retiring within their limits, and we shall march in 
pursuit of those lawiess bands of incendiaries on the 29th inst. 
Much credit is due to general Call aud the gallant volunteers 
comprising the Ist and 2d regiments, for their promptness in 
marching at the shortest possible notice to the defence of their 
suffering fellow citizens. The sufferings of the inhabitants for 
news: 30 miles from the boundary line are extreme, arising from 
a panie which appears to be almost general and which induced 
many large and helpless families to leave their homes and their 
all, te be plundered and burnt by those murderers and incen- 
diary bands. Every military man who knows any thing of this 
section of the conntry willagree with me in the opinion, that 
there is no partof the United States so hard to protect or de- 
fend as the one we have to operate in.” 


From the Nutional In!/elligencer. 

We are indebted to the politeness of a trend for the subjoin- 
ed eatraet of a letter from a gentleman attached to major 
Mountford’s command in Florida. Ut furnishes a more par- 
ticular account of the distressing and awful situation of the 
inhabitants of a part of that devoted territory. 

‘Kort Brooke, (Florida), /anucry Ist, 1836, 

“rough the interposinon of Providence, | am now alive 
lolet you know it. We are really in the theatre of war of the 
most horrible kind, 
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‘We arrived here on Christnras day, and found the inhabi- 
tants flying in from all quarters to camp. Major Dade, with 
seven officers and T10 men, started the day before we arrived, 
for Fort King. We were all prepared to oVertake them the 
next day, aud were upon the eve of departure, when an inter- 
vention of circumstances deferred it for one day—~and in the 
course of that day, three soldiers, horribly nyvangled, came into 
camp, and brought the melancholy tidings that major Dade, 
and every officer and man, except themseives, were murdered 
and terribly mangled. 

‘We are at work, night and day, entrenching ourselves in 
every possible manner. We expect every moment to De at- 
tacked, as the savages have sworn we should all be massacred 
before the 6rh of Jamrary. We are only abont 208 strong, 
with officers and men, and about 50 citizens and 100 friendly 
indians, with their chief ‘Black Dirt.? The savages are said 
to number 4,000. T am im major Mountford’s private reom, 
now writing, and have to keepa sharplook ont, so as to’retreat 
ata moment’s warning. We hope to receive a reinforeement, 
when our situation is known. Officers and men are like 
brothers, encouraging each other, and determined, with their 
list breath, to avenge their fallen comrades. Hf the Indians 
come upon us in smal! bodies, say 50% or 600, T ain sure we wild 
beat them off, [fF am at major M’s quarters atl day, but at my 
post at night. 


From carious papers 

Major Dade had set out with bis treops from Tampa bay to 
caimp King, to join general Clinch, when, om the morning of 
the 281 December, at 8 or 9 clock, being the third oF fourtir 
day of their maren, they were surrounded »y a large body of 
Indians, supposed to number from 800 to 1,000, and were cut 
to pieces. Only three men of the 112 escaped, badly wound- 
ed, to recount the lamentable history of the butchery of their 
fellow soldiers. 

Major Dade was shot off his horse on the commencement of 
the attack. Captains Gardiner and Fraser soon after fell mor 
tally wounded, and their scalps were taken by the savages, 
Lieutenants Bassinger, Henderson, Mudge and Kean, and Dr. 
Catlin, surgeon to the detachment were all slain. Lieutenant 
Bassinger was wounded on the onset, and was discovered by a 
negro in the party of savages, crawling off toa place of con- 
cealment, and tomahawked. So little were those troops aware 
of their danger, that they did not see an Indian notil many 
shots had been fired. They were caughtin an ambush, and 
dearly paid the penalty of insufficient precaution against sur- 
prise. 

Colonel Twiggs, of the United States army, chartered the 
steamboat Merchant, and started with four companies of troops 
from New Orleans to Tampa bay. Major Belton was at Tam- 
pa bay with the force under bis command. 

The public sympathy will be deeply excited by this news, 
even here, ata distance from the scene. [t may be readily 
imagined, therefore, thatthe people of the parts of the country 
adjacent will come as strongly as they can, to the aid of the 
troops and people, now in imminent danger, in Flornda. For 
this purpose, a public mecting was to be held at Mobile on the 
2th instant. 


A letter from St. Augustine, dated 6th of January, says: 

**L heard that the whole of Mosquito connty was burnt by the 
fnidians. IT went down and found tt true, but they were off, 
and we could not geta view of them. TI eame home, and here 
I find things dreadful. Clinch has tought, and got the worst of 
it, driven back to his pickets. Gen Cal/, with all bis velun- 
teers, has gone home, and the country completely eaptured, 
All the roads in their posessions—all communication cut of — 
the houses burnt, and a man killed within 12 miles of this 
town. The agent anda lieutenant Smith, of the army, killed 
and scalped in sight of Clinch’s camp, and two men with them 
taken off. It is dreadful, and itis disgracetul; 300.000 dollars 
would not pay the damage. Depeyster has 70 or 80 negroes 
taken away—Heriott as many.’ 


The Indian agent, Wiley Thompson, licut. Constantine 
Smith, Urastus Rogers and two others, murdered by the Indians. 

Ou Monday, the 28ih ult. a party of ten men, dining at the 
house of Erastus Rogers, sutler at camp King, were fired upon 
while setting at the table, by a party of Indians. The house 
was not above 250 yards from the block honse. Rogers was 
sitting at the head of his table, when the first information gi- 
ven of the presence of the foe, was a volley of, itis thought, at 
ieast 100 shot, poured in upon them through the open door. 

The Indians rushed upon the house. Those in not killed, 
sprang out of it, at the windows on each side. Five, fleeing 
for camp King, escaped. The others, fleemg for a hammock 
close by, were shot down. 

A negro woman, the cook, ran behind the counter, (this 
house was used by Rogers as a store), and hiding behind a bar- 
rel, was unobserved by the Indians. They rushed into the 
house, Powell at their head, threw down the table, and looking 
around for a moment, left the house. 

The five of this party slain, were general Thompson, the In- 
dian agent, lieut. Constantine Smith, Erastus Rogers, the sut- 
ler, Suggs and Hitzle. Through gen. Thompson were shot fif- 
teen bullets, and sixteen through Rogers. The Indians sealped 


all, taking off the scalp clear around the head. as far as the hair 
extended, and then beating iu their skulls, 
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gers and Suggs, were shockingly mangled. All this was done 
in open day-light, within 250 yards of camp King—and in view 
of the U.S. troops there at that time. Why did they not rush 
out to their rescue, or, rather, why did they not ply the two six- 
pounders in the block house, upon these bold savages, comimit- 
ting, before their face and eyes, within 200 yards, such deeds 
of barbarity. 

‘Cope. Hebbart, of the steamer Florida, arrived to-day, 6 
o’clock, P. M. says that all communication between Picolata 
and St. Augustine, is interdicted. ‘The stage sent into the lat- 
ter place was detained, but the driver, mounting a horse and 
taking a musket, rode through yesterday for Picolata. The 
driver says be saw plenty of (ndian traces—that in fact the road 
was full of them. 

Day before yesterday Solano’s house seven miles from Pico- 
lata was burned, and a man by the name of Yanovar shot. 

The steamboat lay out in the river last night, as it was deem- 
ed unsafe for her to lie alongside the wharf. ‘The passengers 
intending to go to St. Augustine, have returned. An attack 
upon Picolata by the Indians is daily expected. 

itis an important post, and we doubt not the valor of the Sa- 
vannah volunteers to protect tt. 

The schr. Davenport, from New York, with fifty or sixty U. 
States’ troops on board, destined to camp King, crossed the bar 
yesterday. She isin the river below this place, detained by 
head winds. 


From the Florida Herald, Jan, 13. 

On the morning of the 26th or 27th Dee. the Seminole In- 
dians under the chief Philip, together with a small party of 
Uchees, and a number of Indian negroes, estiinated from 80 to 
120, came to New Sinyria, south of Mosquito inlet; took pos- 
session of and plandered the house of Mr. Dunham. Parties 
of them scattered about the neighboring plantations of Cruger 
and Depeyster and Mr. Hunter. The Indian negro John Ce- 
sar, endeavored to decoy Mr. Hunter from his house on pre- 
wnace of seliing him cattle and borses. He however having 
heard from his negroes that large numbers of Indians were 
about, and in the afternoon crossed the river to colonel Dum- 
mett’s 

The Indians had possession of Dunham’s house all day, and 
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about one in the morning of the following day, set it on fire and 
Hurned it, together with all the outbuildings, to the ground; in 
the course of the day they burned and destroyed all the build- 
ings on Cruger and Depeyster’s plantation except a corn bouse, 
also all an Hunter’s except a corn house. 

A party of 11 Indians then crossed the river, plundered and 
destroyed every thing in col. Dummett’s house, and set it on 
fire; from geome cause or other it did not burn. They also 
burnt the dwelling house of Mr. Racliff, a little to the north of | 
col. Daummett’s, and broke and destroyed the lantern and every 
ting at Ahe light house, 

Iu the JJerald notice is taken of the killing of Llenorar, on 
the St. Johns. Thisis a deeply afflicting occurrence. Weun- 
derstand that he was 23 years old—had just returned from Pt- 
colata, where he had been on duty and had distinguished him- 
eclf by his good conduct and soldiery deportment; and had gone 
to the plantatien ef Mr. Baya to endeavor to save as much of 
the crop of provisiens there as could be brought away. Two | 
brothers of this young wan were then absent in another part | 
ef the country for the purpose of protecting the plantations | 
south of us. 


The following is from the Savannah Georgian. 

Batlle of Wythlacoochee. We furnish our readers the follow- | 
ing additional particulars of the engagement at Wythlacoochice 
—they come from unquestionable authority:—*' About the same 
time that the regular troops crossed the river, three hundred of | 
the militia volunteers under gen. Call erossed in the same | 
place—the former were formed in order of battle as fast as they | 
fanded: the latter troops however, were not dieplayed, but re- 
mained huddled together on the margin of the river about 300 
sards from the scene of action. As soon as the first shot was 
fired the militia were panic strack and fled precipitately over 
the river, one of the captains leading the way and ftosing his | 
musket in the passage—some twenty of the militia remained 
and fought gallantly. 

“Tf the regulars had been sustained by the militia, the Indians 
could not have escaped—as it was, however, the enemy, by ex- 
tending their rizht and left, were near outflanking the regulars 
—this was prevented by one of the charges spoken of in our 
yesterday’s paper. 

‘During the action, which lasted one hour and fifteen mi- 
nutes, the yelling of the savages was incessant and somewhat 
appalling; ten times their number of civilized enemies, in an 
open field, would not have been so formidable. The regulars 
were compelled to watch their opportunity and fire by vollies, 
whenever they saw a flash from the thicket. Nota soldier en- 
caged left hia ground, not even under the plea of taking away 
the wounded. 

“The number of the enemy killed and wounded was not as- 
ecertained. The killed were interred, and fires built over their 
graves, so that the Indians obtained no ecalps. The action 





was © very severe one, as is evident from the fact that more than 
a quarter of the whole eommand was killed or wounded, of the 
fatter, four mortally. The horse of co!. Fanning received two 
shote in his body. 


A letter from “Camp Charley’? (Omathia), dated Jan. 6, 
says—The stage driver has just arrived from St. Augustine, he 
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should have been here yesterday, but he dare not attempt to 
drive the stage back, as the Indians are between us and St. 
Augustine; they murdered a man and wurnt his house on Mon- 
day night, not more than six or seven miles from here, on the 
road to St. Augustine—he left the stage and came on horse 
back; le saw signs of Indians not more than five miles from 
this place. It is now 12 0’clock and very stomy and wet hav- 
ing rained allday. We are all now under arms, and sleep 
with our clothes and belts on, if we do goto sleep. Ihave no 
doubt we will have a small brash either to-night or to-morrow, 
as the information can be relied on, and they are so near: it 
would be impolite for them to pass without giving us a Gall, 


The Savannah Georgian has a letter which says— 

General Clinch’s army consisted of 212 regulars and 550 vo- 
Iunteer militia, who left Port Crane 29th December, and on 
Monday the 8ist, by daylight, arrived at the Wythlaceoche 
river, and found, instead of a ford, as reported by the guides, a 
rapid and deep stream, and crossed over 7 men ata time ina 
canoe; the regulars first crossed over and marched back from 
the river about 400 yards, and there posted themselves; they 
remained quiet for two hours: the ludians were marching down 
the hammock to the river, for the purpose, no doubt, of pre- 
venting the crossing of the party of volunteers, when the senti- 
nels posted in the edge of the hammock by col. Fanning dis- 
covered them, fired, and retreated to their lines; then col. Pan- 
ning marched his men to the hammock, and received a tremen- 
dous fire from the Indians. 


The massacre took place, the reader will sce, on the 28th of 
December. The battle between gen. Clinch and the Indians 
took place on the 30th. The distance between the two scenes 
ofaction being uot greater than could have been travelled in 
the intervening time, there is reason to believe that the Indiang 
whom general Clinch was engaged with were those which de- 
stroyed the command of major Dade. 


From the Tallahassee Floridian of Jan.2. We deem it our 
duty to correct an error which has been widely circulated, re- 
specting the force under the command of gen. Clinch. It only 
amounts to 280 men, rank and file, and at the commencement 
of the difficulties was much smaller. He appears, by a letter 
from gen. Call, to have acted with prudence and discretion, 
and to have done all for the safety of the frontier that his means 
permitted, without hazarding the destruction of the few troops 
under his command. We learn that 200 of the regulars are 
acting with the volunteers, and, as soon as the troops shall be 
concentrated in the nation, the army will act on the offensive. 


The editor of the St. Augustine Herald, of the 13th Jan. haa 
learnt from an officer who had arrived at St. Augustine from 
camp King, that it was the general impression that an under- 
standing existed between the Creeks and Seminoles. 

A public meeting had been held at St. Augustine to consider 
the dangers which threatened that city and the adjacent coun- 
trv, at Which various resolutions were passed, connected with 
the defence of the territory, and, among the number, one in 
which the thanks of the citizens of St. Augustine are tendered 
to the citizens of Charleston, for the prompt conduct of the lat- 
ter in affording relief to the former, 


The following extract froma respectable elderly gentleman 
has been obligingly communicated by a friend for publication, 


| The picture it presents is truly distressing—and the concluding 
| apprehensions there is great reason to fear is too well founded. 


Extract of a letter froma planter residing near St. Mary’s, 
Georgia, Jan. 16th. : 

The newspapers have perhaps abundantly informed you to 
whata deplorable situation we are now reduced. The tem- 
porising policy of general Thompson, the Indian superintend- 
ant, and the forbearance of our government have set the mer- 
ciless savages upon our plantations, our crops and our dwel- 
lings, and really [do not see what is to become of us and this 
country if military succors do not IMMEDIATELY arrive. The 
Indians seem to be fully bent on the most determined resist- 
ance, and inthe action on the Wythiacooche displayed a firm- 
ness and desperation never exceeded in the history of Indian 
warfare. Onur friend McIntosh was in the battle, and the se- 
cond to swim the river to the attack. 


[ started a few days since by the steamboat to go to St. Au- 
gustine on important business:—on onr arrival at Picolata we 
found the travelling (14 miles) interdieted—the Pictolata-house 
picketted, and garrisoned by 40 volunteers from Savannah, a 
house burnt about seven miles from the place, and a murder 
and scalping committed the day previonsly only about three 
miles off. We stopped to take a cord of wood, and immediate- 
ly returned to St. Mary’s. The militia are now all ordered 
out—and those who do not muster, are hunted out by files of 
armed men and forced to march. 


Iam determined to ran no kind of risk by remaining here an 
hour after L see the smallest danger. Depeyster lost every 
thing at his plantation. His negroes even all carried off with 
the exception of the old who were shot, and the intants whose 
brains were dashed out. St. Augustine is in hourly expecta- 
tion of an attack—strangers have all left and business is com- 
pletely atastand. The young have turned out and marched, 
and the old have armed themselves in defence of their dwel- 
lings and families. God knows how or when it will end.— 
NOTHING BUT REGULAR TROOPS, and in CONSIDERABLE FORCE, 
(oo, can save Fast“Morida—and they may be too late. 
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Extract ofa letter to the Charleston Couriur, dated 
, . St. Augustine, Jan. 14, 

The force at present in East Florida, is too small to compete | 
With the ludtans, whose sirength and spirit have been alike un- | 
derruled. We are invst thanktul tor Wie aid already afforded 
us by general Cull, and the volunteers trom the west—tor that 
promised from South Carolina—tor the protection afforded to 
Picolata by the Corps trom Savannal—but it may wot be cou- 
cealed, that the U.S. army, even should it be increased to 
1,000 men, (it is now hardly 300) wiih the aid of the usniua, 
and with foreign assistance, Would be unable to put and end to 
lie war, and repel the barbarians. To eileet these objects, be- 
tween two and three thousand regulars, (some judicious per- 
0ns think more) would be required, together with the aid of a 
naval force in the seas around the penmesula. The country is 
admirably calculated for the Indian mode of wartare—tull ot 
hammocks, swamps aud evergiades. it seems tomy unmili- 
tary mind, that the Lodians can only be redaced by drawing a 
cordon across the peninsula, and hemonng them ih, With the 
aid of vessels of war. But whatever be the plan of operations, 
it should be quickly devised, and promptly pursued. ‘There 
are now about 400 negroes, perhaps more, in the hands of the 
Judians. The whole of East Florida is very much at the mer- 
cy of the enemy—and there are ouly tour months within which 
we may prosecute a war to the south Of this, in the interior, 
with safety to the health of our troops. 


Charleston, (S. C.) Jan. 21. 

By the brig Wave, captain Parker, we have received a file 
ofthe Key West Inquirer to the 2d instant, and a slip from the 
office of the Inquirer, dated the 14th instant. The Indians 
were seen in cousiderable bodies in tie neighborhood of New 
river, about 22 miles north of Cape BPlorida, about the begin- 
ning of the present month. ‘This produced cousiderable alarm, 
and the news having spread, the imbhabitants of all the settlhe- 
ments between New river and Cape Florida assembled at the 
light house premises to the number of about 69, but abandoned 
their position, being without ammunition or provisions. It 
was fortunate they did so, as the Indians subsequently obtain- 
ed possession of the premises. The massacre of the family of 
Mr. Cooley, living near the light house, has been confirmed by 
a Visitofthe bereaved husband and father to his once happy 
mansion, as be found lying in its vicinity the bodies of his mo- 
ther, wile and three childien, and a hired man. 

Japtain Parker reports that there were three families mur- 
dered between St. Mark’s and ‘Tallahassee, together with an | 
Over:eer. 

The light-ship’s crew are now the nearest to the Indians, 
but being some distance from the shore, and provided, we be- 
lieve, (says the Inquirer), with arms and ammunition, they | 
may not be considered in much danger, The next posts at 
Indian Key, about seveuty miles trom Key West, where pre- 
parations have been made for defence by erecting embank- 
ments, mounting cannon, &c. &c.; but the effective force is | 
sinall,and it is Key West alone, which, by the people from 
the main and other islands, is thought to be safe trom attack; 
for in addition to the number capable of bearing arms, it is 
the farthest settlement from the Indians, and the one with 
which they are the least acquainted; the others being often 
heretofore resorted to for the purposes of traffic, &e. It is 
thought near two hundred fugitives have arrived here within 
four or five days. 

No definite account can be obtained of the number of Indi- 
ans inthe neighborhood of the cape, but, from their fires, and 
other circumstances, it is thought they may at present amount 
to two or three hundred warriors. 

We have to express to our friends at a distance our candid 
Opinion that the probability of our being attacked is not great, 
but still, to enable the inhabitants of the other islands and’ the 
main land to return to their usual avocations, and in order to 
insure our safety, we have to repeat that a strong necessity ex- 
ists for immediate action on the part of the government in this 
quarter. { Patriot. 


0iG-The preceding accounts, picked-up pretty much as they 
came to hand, (from the great diffculty of arranging the numer- 
OUus reports and accounts) will presenta full aod clear view of 
what has bappened io Florida. The massacre of the 112 men, 
under major Dade, three only escaping, has roused the energies | 
ofthe people of the adjacent states, and will bring out the 
whole physical force of Florida. By steam vessels, from 
Charleston, Savannah, Mobile and other places, supplies of 
men and arms and provisions, &c. have been despatched. Tt 
was supposed that two hundred men would depart from Au- 
gusta only—being all volunteers. By the time that gen. Scott 
arrives, itis hoped that a power to command the peace, will be 
present—ifit shall notthen have been accomplished; and es- 
pecially, ifthe Indians and negroes can be forced into a gene- 
ral action. Gen. Cail, of Florida, is exceedingly active, and it 
was expected, would collect a strong force. 




















We learn from the Charleston papers that a public meeting 
was to be held in thatcity on Thursday last, to receive the re- 
port of a committee previously appointed, and to determine 
whether any thing further can be done by the citizens of 
Charleston, on behalf of their suffering brethren of Florida — 
Tt was hoped that the steamboat John Stoney, heretofore 
despatched by the commitice, for the relief of St. Augustine, | 
would return in time to allow the result of its mission to be 
laid before the meeting. The liberal con*uct of the bank of 





ie ae ee 
Charleston deserves especial mention, That institution ba” 
given the sum of 3,000 dollars for the reliel of the people of 
Pionda, in thts them day of tinal. Ttas also worthy of remark 
that vem. Titmuttea bas issued an order tor the assembling of 
the 4th brigade of South Carolina mithiia, for the purpose of ad- 
dressing them on the present exigency ol aflaus in Florida. 
—— er OE} Oven — 

LATEST FROM ENGLAND. 

‘4 special messenger’? uriived! 

His Britannic majyesiy’s despatch brig Pantaloon, captain 
Corry, arived at Norloik ou Saturday morutng, i 29 days trom 
Patmouth, with despatches ior the charge Wafiaires of the Bri- 
lich government at Washington. We are not, says the Herald, 
pertritted, Of course, lo know the mature of them, but rumor, 
alWays busy on sch occasions, bas decided that they relate to 
a preter ol the mediation of Great Britain te adjust the unto 
tunate difficulty between Piauce and the United Stairs. 

Tbe Pantatoon leit Falmouth the 24th December, and brings 
Loudon papers to the 22d. Phe acceptance of the Prenceh go- 
Verninentol tie mediation of Rogiand was the current rumor 
of the day, to which the Ledger, as wall be seen, hesitates to 
give credence. 

‘The French chambers were to open on the 91h December. 

The genumeness of the speech reported to have been deli- 
veied by the emperor of Russia at Warsaw is no longer ques- 
tioned, 

London, Dec. 22.—In the absence of authentic information, 
some of our contemporaries indulge themselves m speculation, 
and we have, therefore, a variety of rumors. Thus we find 
one of them giving a report that on Friday last intelligence 
had reached our government announcing the consent of the 
French ministry lo aceept the offered mediation of this coun- 
try between the governmentof France aud that of the Uuited 
States, Thatsuch a communication has not been made to 
lord Palmerston we will not take upon ourselves to assert, but, 
forming a judgmentupon the tone assumed, and the temper 
still manifested by the Paris journals, almost generally, on the 
subject, we cannot but doubt the correctness of the informa- 
tion thus sent forth. Fro the following, passage, eopied trom 
along article on the American question, tmserted in the Quo- 
tidienne of Friday, it would indeed appear that British inter- 
ference on the subject is the last thing desired by France. The 
Quotidienne observes: 

“It may now be conceived why we, who think that the in- 
terest of France should be the sole, the supreme rule of Freneh 
policy, have so great an aversion to every thing that can aug- 
ment the already too great ascendency of England over our 
cabinet. Ttisinm that view the English mediation in the affair 
of the United States appears to us dangerous and tatal. We 
regret it, because the result of tt most clearly would be to 
place the doctrinaire cabinetin a still more complete depen- 
denee on the whig cabinet. We regret it beeause it is a new 
step in those deplorable ways by which England draws us in 
its train, in an tuterest of its own towards an end which is not 
ours, against a power Which, though it is its OWn enemy, is to 
Us Our most natural and most sure ally.’ 

The power here alluded to by the Quotidienne is Russia; and 
the pohey of this country in tendering is mediation between 
France and America is, according to the views taken by the 
French journalist, to prevent France wasting ber resources in 
awarwith the United States, only that she may avail herself 
more effectually of French uid in a contest which at no distant 
period must arise out of the conflicung interests of England 
and the great northern potentate. 

The approaching opening of the chambers, which takes 
place on the 29th inst. forms a subject for discussion in the pa- 
pers of Friday. Some of them enter into areview of, and 
caiculations upon, the strength of the different parties as they 
are expected to stand in the chamber of deputies. A strong 
struggle is anticipated upon a choice of a president; but the 
re-election of M. Dupin is considered as certain. Whether 
he will in the approaching session give his support to ministers, 
is a qnestion much more dificult to solve. The opinion of 
those generally wellinformed, appears to be that he will give 
bis influence in aid to the oppesition. 

The intelligence from Spain is not important. Donbts still 
exist as to the Carlists having abandoned the seige of St. Se 
bastian, 

The Quotidienne says: “It is reported that the dinner on the 
emperorof Russia’s birth-day, to which the ministers and the 
diplomatic body,and the Russians at Paris, are invited every 
year, will nottake place ”’ 

[The ‘special nessenger’’ reached Washington on Wednes- 
day last, and has caused much speculation, as to the objects of 
his mission. We know not what it is—and shall say nothing 
about it.) 
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LEGISLATURE OF MARYLAND. 
AN IMPORTANT BILL. 
Reported to the senate, hy Mr. Mayer. 
A BILL ENTITLED *‘AN ACT TO REGULATE THE RATE OF IN- 
TEREST IN THIS STATE. 

See. 1. Be it enacted by the general assembly of Maryland, 
That the rate of interest which itshall hereafter be lawful to 
charge, recover, receive or retain, for the loan or use of money 
or forbearance or default to claim or pay any debt or sum due 


| or claimable, shall in all cases where no special contract shall 


be made otherwise limiting the rate as allowed by this act, be 
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six dollars for every hundred dollars for one year, and the same sent a memorial here, whether it would not be proper to 


rate for any greater or smaller sum of for a longer orshorter pe- 
riod. 

See.2 And heit enacted, Thatit shall be lawful after the 
passage of this act, tO coutract for receiving or retaining iiter- 
est for the loan or use of money atany rate not exceeding ten 
dollars for every baadred dollars foc one year, and at the same 
rate fora greater or smatier sam or lounger or sliorter period, 

Sec. 3. And be il enacted, That ail contracts, promises and 
undertakings which shall thereafter be made for paying, receiy- 
ing or retaining a greater tate of interest than ts allowed by this 
act, shall be void as respects all clan of lability for taterest be- 
yond the tate specified in the first section of this act; bun the 
principal and interest shall be recoverable upon such contract, 
promise or undertaking at the rate of interest mentioned in said 
first section; all sums actually paid under such contract, pro- 
mise or undertaking. in exeess of interest above said rate in 
said first section mentioned, betng however allowed om accent 
of the principal to the parties Iible as aforesaid; and no penal- 
ty or forfeiture whatsoever shall be incurred by reason of the 
receiving an any account, promise or undertaking hereatter 
juade a greater rate of interest than is authorised by this act, 
any former jaw to the contrary, in anywise notwithstanding. 

~ Deere 
TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION, 
SENATE 

January 25. 
D. Eving, elected a senator of the United States from the 
state of Lliinois, in the room of Elias K. Kane, deceased. 

Mr Eveing was then totroduced and qualified. 

The chair presented a report from the secretary of the trea- 
survy,in reply to a resolution of the senate, calling for the 
amountof public lands disposed of; which was ordered to be 
printed, 

Several reports from committees were received, 

Mr. Linn offered the following resolutions; which lie one day 
for consideration: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war inform the senate what 
number ot [ndians now oecupy the frontier on the south west, 
west, north and north east of the United States, and what 
number itis probable will be transferred from the states and 
territories to the froutiers of the United States. 

Resolved, That the secretary of war also inform the senate 
Whether, in tis opinion, the present military force of the U. 
States is sufficient to garrison the fortifications on the seabord, 
and at the same time give protection to the inhabitants re- 
siding in the states and territories bordering on the Indian fron- 
tier. Ff not, what force will, in his opinion, be necessary to 
euch protection, 

The bill teported to increase the corps of engineers was 
ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

On motion of Mr. White, the senate proceeded to consider 
the resolutions introduced by Mr. Benton. 

Mr. Southard addressed the senate at length, antil balf past 
3 o’clock, when, without concluding, he yielded the floor; and, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the senate adjourned. 

January 25. The chair laid before the senate a “memorial 
from the senate and house of representatives of the state of 
Michigap,’’ on the subject of their right to be admitted and re- 
cognised as one of the states of the union, 

Mr. Hendricks, after a few inaudible remarks, in which he 
denied the right of Michigan to come here in the character ofa 
state, moved to lav the memorial on the table. 

The reading of the document was called for, when, the mo- 
tion to lay on the table being withdrawn, 

Mr. King. of Alabama, suggested as a preferable course, the 
propriety of referring the memorial either to the select com- 
mittee raised on this subject, or the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Hendricks replied that he was not disposed to acceed to 
any course which could be construed into an admission of the 
claims of Michigan. As far as the proceedings had gone, it 
was evident that congress was not yet prepared to recognise 
Michigan asa state. If she wish to come into the union, she 
inust come to congress in the customary mode. 

Mr. Tipten coincided in the determination expressed by his 
colleague not to aanction any proceeding which would look 
like a disposition to admit the claims of Michigan. 

A long and desultory debate follawed—during which 

Mr. Niles said a few words on the propriety of giving all due 
attention to this petition, which was the memorial of the peo- 
ple of Michigan, who had a perfect right to select their ewn 
mode of coming before congress. They ask no favor; they 
came hither on the strong ground of right. [t waa the expres- 
sion of 140,000 citizens who hada right to select their own 
agents, and we ought notto turn them from our doors. As 
they had no representatives on this floor, they were entitled to 
the more consideration and respect. He regretted to see so 
much ofa disposition to reject petitions. 

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, explained that there had been no at- 
tempt, as intimated by the senator from Connecticut, to turn 
the people of Michigan from our doors. There are 
enough in which they could have approached congress with- 


prevent investigation, was a total misconstruction of the views 
of gentlemen. He did not entirely acceed to the force of the 
analogy of his friend from: Magsachusetis, and asked if the 
king of Japan or the governor of Upper Canada were to pre- 


Mr. Robinson presented the credentials of WW. | 
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WAYs | 


| the information given on this subject. 


inquire if the petithoner came here as a deember of the union, 
Thatthe people ot Michigan had a gight to present their peti- 
tions noone could doubt, bute one could adatt that they bad 
aright to determine that they were a state. That port was 
tobe set hd by alawol congress, and io Was notin them power 
10 possess the name and privileges of a state without that law. 
Li we aduiitted this petition as trom a state, at was a prima fucie 
admission of the claim of Michigan. He saw no distunction 
between this question and that as the admission of the senatore 
trom Michigan om this floor. He was satisfied that the me- 
mortal -henld go to the special commutes, 

Mr. Tipton tm quested that senators Would make such exami- 
bation of the subject as would give them a perfect’ knowledge 
of the* position which Michigan bad taken, and they would 
find it itipessible thatany such body as the legislature of the 
state of Michigan could be in existence. The subject was 
now before a committee. The coustiiution which Michigan 
had adopted clammed above one thousand miles of the best patt 
at the state of Indiana, including many of her towns and roads 
and local establishurents. 

Mr Hendricks woved to refer the memorial to the special 
committee appotmted on the 22d ullinie, relative to) the adimis- 
sion of Michigan into the union, and that the senate regard the 


same in uo Other light than ae the voluntary act of private in- 
dividuals. 


Which was agreed to. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the resolutions 
offered by Mr. Benton. 

Mr. Southard resumed, and concluded his remarks. 

Mr. White moved to postpone the further consideration of 
the subject untilto-mortow, which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mer. TTubbard, the subject of the memorial from 
Philadelphia, on the abolition of slavery in the District, was 
takeu up, and postponed until to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr. White, the senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business; and when the doors were re- 
opened, the senate adjourned, 

January 27. A bill from the house of representatives, re- 
ceived this morning, making an additional appropriation forthe 
suppression of hostilities with the Seminole Indios, was read 
twice, and refered to the committee on finance. 

Many petitions were presented, and a number of small bills 
reported. 

Mr. Ewing, from the committee on public lands, reported a 
biilto appropriate fora limited tine, &c. with amendments, 
and a special report; which was ordered to be printed 

Ou motion of Mr. Clay, 5,000 extra copies of the report were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Webster, trom the committee on finance, reported, with- 
oul amendment, a bill making further appropriation for sup- 
pressing hostilities with the Seminole Indians, and asked for the 
immediate consideration of the bill as the state of the country 
required its passage with the utmost despatch, 

The bill [appropriating 35¢.0,.00) was taken up for conside- 
ration, and ordered to its reading. 

Mr. Webster asked for the third reading at this time. 

Mr. Clay said he should be glad to hear the communications 
from the departments read, in order to see whether they gave 
any account of the causes of this war. No doubt, whatever 
may have been the causes, it wae necessary to put an end to 
the war itself by all the possible means within our power.— 


| Butit wasa condition, altogether without precedent, in which 


the country was now placed. A war was raging with the most 
rancorous violence within our borders; congress had been in 
sersion nearly two months, during which time this conflict was 
raging; yetof the causes of the war, how it was produced, if 
the fault was on one side or on both sides, in short, what bad 
lighted up the torch, congress was altogether uninformed, and 
no inquiry on the subject had been made by either branch of 
the legislature. He should be glad if the chairman of the com- 
mittee on finance, or of the committee on Indian affairs, or 
any one else, would tell him how this war had burst forth, 
what were its causes, and to whom the blame of it was to be 
charged. 

Mr. Webster replied that he could not give any answer tothe 
senator from Kentucky. It was as much a matter of surprise 
to him, as to any one, that no official communication had been 
made to congress of the causes of the war. All he knew on 
the subject he had gathered from the gazettes. The commu- 
nications from the departments spoke of the war,as a war 
growing out of the relations between the Indians and the go- 
vernmentof the United States, and gave no reason to suppose 
thatit had its origin in any quarrel withthe citizens, It proba- 
bly grew out of the attempts to remove these Indians beyond 
the Mississippi. According to the latest accounts, the country 
between Tallahassee and St. Augustine was overrun by hostile 
Indians, and the communication between those places waa in- 
terrnpted. ‘The view taken by the gentleman from Kentucky 
was undoubtedly the true one. Butthe war rages, the enemy 

2 in force, and the accounts of their ravages are disastrous.— 


| The executive government has asked for the means of sup- 
out assuming to be one of the sovereign states of the union. | pressing these hostilities, and it was entirely proper that the 
yy } 

Io say that any atteinpt was made to shut out the people and | bill should pases. 


Mr. White expressed his regret that he could add nothing to 
He knew vothing of the 
cause of the war, if it commenced in any local quarrel or not. 
It was the object of the governinent to remove these Indians 
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to the west side of the Mississippi, and he was apprehensive 
that the difficulty had arisen out of this measure. He had, 


however, no information, which was notin the possession of 


every other senator. 
without delay. 

Mr. Benton made a few remarks expressive of his ignorance 
of the cause of war. Some years ago he was a member of the 
committee on Indian affairs. At that time these Indians in 
Fiorida were in a state of starvation; they would not work, and 
it Was necessary that they should be fed by the United States, 
or they must subsist on the plunder of our citizens. He was 
under the impression that for these Indians there was appro- 
priated by congress a very large sum, perhaps 30,000 or $40,000, 
to place them where they would be enabled to live without plun- 
dering. ‘These Indians are a very bad tribe, as their very name 
signifies, the word Seminole, in Indian, being *‘wild, runaway 
Indians.?? They were therefore considered a badtece. Itwas 
obviously the best policy toremove these Indians to a place 
where they would be able to obtain plenty. ‘Treaties were con- 
Bequenlly made with them on the subject of their removal, and 
the process has been going on for some years; but when the 
time arrived when they should be removed, they declared that 
they had no wish to go; and so again last summer, when there 
Was another attempt to remove them. The disturbances began 
by their shooting their chiefs, and from this increased to the 
extent described in the report of capt. Belton, from which, and 
from private letters, he understood that, in the massacres which 
had taken place, the runaway negroes 6f the south were the 
most conspicuous. They traversed the field of the dead, and 
cut open the throats of those who were expiring. Two weeks 
ago le had stated here that what had already resulted from the 
movements Of abolitionists was sufficient to cast upon them a 
sin for which they nevercould atone. Greatas that mass of sin 
was, they may yet have a greater mass to answer for, in com- 
parison with which the past was but as a dropin a bucket. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr, White, the senate proceeded to consider 
the resolutions offered by Mr. Benton. 

Mr. White addressed the senate in a speech of about two 
hours, 

Mr. Grundy said he wished to say a few words as soon as he 
could hear himself speak. At present, he was willing to yield 
the floor to any other gentleman desiring to be heard. 

Mr. Buchanan rose to address the senate; and, on his motion 

The senate adjourned. 


January 28. Mr. Swift presented a petition on the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, which produced some 
conversation—and was laid on the table. 

Mr. Clay, from the committee on foreign relations, reported 
the following resolutions; which lie over for consideration: 

Resolved, That the president be requested to communicate 
to the senate, if they be at his command, copies of the expose 
which accompanied the French bill of indemnity from the 
chamber of depnties to the chamber of peers of France, on the 
27th of April, 1835, and of the report of the committee, pre- 
sented to the chamber of peers on the Sth of June, 1835; and, 
also, a copy of the original note, in the French language, from 
‘the Duc de Broglie to Mr. Barton, under date of the 20th Oc- 
tober, 1835, a translation of which was communicated to con- 
Ay with the president’s special message of the 18th January, 

Resolved, also, That the president be requested (if not in- 
compatible with the public interest) to communicate to the se- 
nate a copy of a note, if there be one, from Mr. Livingston to the 
French minister of foreign affairs, under date of the 27th day 
of April, 1835, and copies of any other official note, addressed 
by Mr. Livingston, during his mission to France, either to the 
French minister of foreign affairs or io the secretary of state, 
not heretofore communicated to congress. 

The chair laid before the senate a communication from the 
department of war, enclosing a reportin reply to the resolution 
adopted, on motion of Mr. White, relative to the employment 
of Benjamin F. Curry; which was ordered to be printed. Also, 
a communication from the same department concerning the ex- 
penditures, 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the special or- 
der, being the resolutions submitted by Mr. Benton. 

Mr. Buchanan, who was entitled vo the floor, at the request of 
Mr. Grundy, yielded his privilege; and 

Mr. Grundy addressed the senate at length, in defence of the 
grant of three millions inserted in the fortification bill of the 
Jast session. 

Mr. Hill followed Mr. Grundy, on the same side; and, when 
he concluded, 

Mr. Webster said he had a word which he wished to say be- 
fore this subject should come up again. He thought the reso- 
jution was not direct enough. I[t was in these words: 

‘6 Resolved, That so much of the surplus revenue of the Unit- 
ed States, and the dividends of stock receivable from the bank 
of the United States, as may be necessary for the purposes 
ought to be set apart and applied to the general defence and 
permanent security of the country.”’ 

Now this looked as if nothing but surplus revenue was to be 
applied to these great objects. ‘That, sir, (said Mr. W.) is not 
direct enough for me. These important objects are primary 


fie hoped the bill would be passed, and 








ti 


chaftged upon the surplus. For one, I desire for an opportuni- 
ty of voting directly and at once for all such appropriations as 
are necessary to put the country in a state of defence and per- 
manent sectirity. No object can claim preference over this; 
and I hope the mover of the resolution will modify it by strik- 
ing out what is said about sufplus, and let the resolution stand 
as a direct declaration that the revenue of the country, so far 
as is necessary, Ought to be appropriated for the purpose of ge- 
neral defence and pe:manent security. 
lam ready to vote for that, if it takes every dollar in the 





Areasury, and I cannot doubt that the other members of the se- 


nate are equally ready. 

The bills for the better organization of the topographical en- 
gineers, and to increase the corps of engineers, were passed: 
and then the senate adjourned until Monday. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 22. The whole of this day was occupied in an 
extraordinary sort of a discussion, of which, for to-day, the rea- 
der must be contended with the following account, being all 
that the lateness of the hour allows our reporter to furnish. 

Mr. Cambreleng rose and claimed the indulgence of the house 
for a moment, while he noticed an attack made in one of the 
morning journals [supposed to be the U.S. Telegraph] upon him- 
self. He would not notice it, but for the reason that it was an at- 
tack, notonly upen himself, but also upon the house, in relation 
toa question now before the senate. ‘The paper to which he refer- 
red, stated that his (Mr. Cambreleng’s) published remarks upon 
the three million appropriation bill were not made till after the 
adjournment of congress, or, in other words, that the remarks 
Were never made at all. At this time, when he had higher 
game in view, he would not condescend to notice this state- 
ment at all, but for the consideration to which he had alluded. 
And he now noticed it only for the purpose of pronouncing it 
false,and to state that, when an opportunity offered for going into 
a discussion of the loss of the appropriation bill in question, 
there would not only be one, but many of both parties in this 
house who would feel it their duty to vindicate the proceedings 
of this body in relation to that affair from any reflections which 
had been, or might be, cast upon them. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams asked the consent of the house to submita 
resolution upon the subject referred to by the gentleman from 
New York. 

The reading of the resolution was called for. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. Miller moved thyt the rules be suspended in order to 
afford the gentleman fron Massachusetts an opportu; ity to offer 
the resolution. 

Mr. Vanderpoel called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
ordered, 

The question being taken, the motion was agreed to—yeas 
129, nays 60. 

Mr. Adams then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That so much of the message of the president of 
the United States to congress at the commencement of the pre- 
sent session as relates to the failure, at the last session of con- 
gress, of the bill containing the ordinary appropriations for forti- 
fications, be referred toa select commitiee, with instructions to 
inquire into, and report to the house, the causes and circum- 
stances of the failure of the bill. 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, moved to amend, by adding 
‘‘and that said committee be authorised to send for persons and 
papers.’ 

Mr. Adams rose and in a speech of about two hours length, 
went into a detailed history of the proceedings of the house on thre 
fortification bill, and contended that its failure was not caused 
by the house of representatives. He commented with great 
warmth upon the course of the senate in regard to the bill, 
and animadverted upon the recent debate on that subject in the 
senate, as reported in the National Intellgencer. Mr. A. was 
called to order by Mr. Mercer for alluding to the proceedings of 
the senate, but was permitted to proceed. 

Mr. Wise followed with a statement of facts in relation to the 
loss of the bill, and undertook to prove that its failure was to be 
charged, not upon the house, and not upon the senate, but upon 
the member from New York, who was chairman of the com- 
mitie of conference on the partof the house, (Mr. Cambreleng). 

Mr. Wise, without concluding, gave way to a motion to ad- 
journ; and, at four o’cloek. 

The house adjourned. 


Saturday, Jan. 23. Mr. Jarvis, from the committee on naval 
affairs. reported a bill making appropriation for completing ves- 
selson the stocks, and repairing those in ordinary. Read twice. 
and committed to the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union. 

The house resumed the consideration of the resolution of Mr. 
Adams, with theamendment offered yesterday by Mr, Williams. 

Mr. Wise resumed and concluded the remarks commenced 
by him on Friday, upon the circumstances connected with the 
failure of the fortification bill at the close of the last session. 

Mr. Cambreleng rose, and remarked that he had not half so 
much to say as had been said by the gentleman from Virginia, 
and he was not disposed, at this late hour, to say anything. But, 
with the indulgence of the house, he would take an opportunity 


| to correct some extraordinary mistakes into which the gentle- 


and essential. They certainly are entitled to be satisfied out of | 


the whole revenne, as being among the highest duties of the 


man from Virginia had fallea. His object was, however, not 
so much to reply to the gentleman from Virginia, as to reach a 


government. They ought not, sir, to be postponed, and only | gentleman who began this war upon him at the last session. In 
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what the gentleman from Virginia had stated there was no no- 
velty. He had brought forward sothing which had not been 
published in every opposition paper in the wnion for the last six 
months. He would promise the house to exiibit to thema 
document published in the city of Puiladelphia, while a certain 
senator was in that city, afier the close of the last session, 
which would prove unequivocally the falsehood of the charges 
against him. Mr. C. repeated that bis object was to reach Lat 
senator. ‘This much of bis purpose he would announce. Lle 
should shrink from no responsibility, and wished to disguise uO 
facts. He should vindicate himself fiom the charges made 
against him, and bring his argument to this conclusion: “Let 
ihe galled jade wince, my withers are uunwrung.’?? Withaview 
to embrace this Opportunity which might be afforded to iim to 
address the house, he now moved that the house adjourn. 

‘The house then adjourned. 

Monday, Jan.25. Mr. Jennifer, of Maryland, appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams presented a petition from sundry ladies, 
citizens of the district represented by him, praying the abolition 
of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

This produced some remarks and many motions. A post- 
ponement of the matter being proposed-— 

Mr. Whittlesey moved that the subject be postponed till Mon- 
day instead of Saturday. He said that a postponement ull Sa- 
iurday would, in effect, be a decision that no more private busi- 
ness shall be transacted in this house at the present session. 
He spoke of the great number of private bills before the house, 
and the obstables which had been thrown in the way of their 
consideration. He earnestly appealed to the house to give some 
attention to the claims of peutioners, whose papers had been 
presented and examined, over and over again, till they were 
worn out 

Alter a good deal of disputing, on many propositions— 

Mr. J. Q. Adams said he had still another petition on the 
same subject, signed by 400 citizens of Indiana county, Penn- 
sylvania. He supposed that petitions might be presented by 
members of that house, although they did not come from their 
immediate constituents. He did not know any of the indivi- 
duals whose names appeared on this petition, but he would 
present any petition the language of which he should deem re- 
spectiul. After a speech of some length, Mr. A. moved that 
the petition be received, 

Ou mouon of Mr. Diller, the motion of reception was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Cushing presented three petitions from sundry inhabi- 
tants of Massachusetts, praying the abolition of slavery and of 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia, the reception of 
which he moved, and advocated at some length. He stated 
that he would make uo motion in refereuce to the Ume for dis- 
cussing the question. He would be perfectly content, if the 
house would assign a day certain for the consideration of the 
question. He gave notice, however, that, unless the house 
took this course, he should immediately present another peti- 
tion, and then join conclusions with the gentleman from Geor- 
gia on the question whether the non-reception of a petiion was 
an encroachment on the right of petition. 

Mr. Hammond did not rise, he said, to join conclusions with 
the gentleman, and he should refrain from the debate which 
the gentleman so warmly challenged. When the house would 
take up the resolutions of the gentleman from Maine (Mr. Jar- 
vis) he would do himself the honor fully to present his views 
on the subject. Until the house decided (said Mr. H.) upon 
those resolutions, no abolition petition shall be received with- 
out a vote of the house. His future course on the subject 
should be regulated by the course of the house. 

On motion of Mr. Hammond, the motion of reception was 
laid on the table. 

Messrs. Cushing and Garland, of Va. occupied the remain- 
der of the day; and on the motion of Mr. Hammond, the house 
adjourned—without any decision. 

Tuesday, Jan. 26. Mr. Hardin moved that the rules be sus- 
pended in order to continue the presentation of petitions. Lost, 
97 to 62, not two-thirds. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams, froin the committee on manufactures, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the sceretary of the treasury be, and he is 
hereby, authorised to make sale of the plates engraved for the 
treatise on the growth and manufacture of silk, by Dr. James 
Mease, under a resolution of the house of representatives of 
llth May, 1826, being document No. 158, of the firat session of 
the 20th congress, and to deposite the proceeds of the sale in 
the treasury of the United States. 

Mr. Mason, from the committee on foreign affairs, reported 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That on and after Tuesday. the 2d day of Februa- 


ry, the several bills making appropriations for the support of 


government, the naval and military service, fortifications and 
the Indian department, at the hour of one o’clock on each day, 
except on Fridays and Saturdays, shall take precedence in the 
order of business, and shal) be considered until the same shall 
have passed the house. 

Which, after debate, was agreed to—ayes 159, noes 59. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and means, re- 
ported a bill making appropriations for the repression of hostili- 
ties of the Seminole Indians; which was twice read. 

Mr. Cambreleng said this bill proposed an appropriation of 
$900,000 for its object, and it was found that the sum would 








whole on the state of the union, With a view LO go Into eom- 
mittee on the subject immediately, 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house went into eommit- 
tee of the whole ou the state of the union, (Mr. Howard in the 
chair), on the above mentioned bill. 

Alter a variely of suggestions, &c. the bill was passed by the 
house, 

Mr. White, of Florida, submitted the @llowing resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on military affairs be instruet- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of organizing a regiment of 
mounted riflemen or dragoons to Operate against the Indians, 
if in the opinion of the president the public service requires it. 

On motion, the house then adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan, 27. Afler Use reading of the journal, 

Mr. J. Q. Adams asked the consent of the house to offer a 
resolution, but objections being made, 

Mr. R. M. Johnson asked for the reading of the resolution; 
Which was also objected to. 

Reports from various committees were offered—among them, 

Mr. Jarvis, from the naval committee, reported a bill to 
change the title of certain oticers of the navy, [to change the 
litle of master Commandant to that of commander, and that of 
sailingmaster to master}; which was read twice, and post- 
poned. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the resviution 
heretofore offered by Mr. J. Q. Adams, in relation to the forti- 
fication bill of last year. 

Mr. Cambreleng, who was entitled to the floor, spoke at con- 
siderable length in vindication of himself from certain charges, 
heretofore made against bim, as having caused the failure of the 
fortification bill at the last session, and maintained that the 
three million amendment was defeated by the senate. 

Mr. Reed followed in reply to the gentleman from N. York, 
and tothe gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. dams), con- 
tending, at length, that the bill was defeated by the president 
and the house of representatives. 

Mr. Hardin took the floor, and moved an adjournment. 

The house then adjourned. 

Thursday, Jan. 28. Private business being attended to—- 

Mr. Connor, from the committee on the post office and post 
roads, reported a bill to change the oiganization of the post of- 
fice department, and to provide more cilectually for the setile- 
ment of the accounts thereof. 

[This bill contains thirty-seven sections—providing many 
important regulations of the department; and, among other 
things, forbids the franking of any Other substance than paper, 
and that unbound. It establishes an auditor of the post office, 
a third assistant postmaster general, more than 70 clerks, &e. } 

The house resumed the consideration of the resolution here- 
tofore offered by Mr. J. Q. Adams, in relation to the fortifica- 
tion bill of last year. 

The question still being on the motion of Mr. Williams, of N, 
Carolina, to amend the resolution by adding thereto the words 
‘with power to send for persons and papers.”? 

Mr. Hardin spoke, at length, in reply to the remarks of the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Cambreleng) aud of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts (Mr. dams). 

Mr. Evans followed on the same side, speaking at great 
length. 

On motion of Mr. Bynum, the house adjourned, 

98 © Otere— 
ELECTIONEERING AGENTS, 
In senate, Monday, January 18. 

Mr. While, of Tennessee, rose and said: I rise, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to offer the resolution which 1 hold in my hand; but to 
enable the senate to understand why it is offered, and the ob- 
ject I wish to accomplish, it is a duty incumbent on me to ac- 
company it with some explanation; I will therefore read, and 
then pass it to your table. 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be, and he hereby is, re- 
quested to inform the senate what office Benjamin F. Curry 
holds in the Cherokee nation, under what law he was appointed, 
and at what time; what salary he receives, and whether he bas 
at any time received any allowance in addition to bis salary, 
and how much; stating particularly the whole amount he has 
received each year. 

This Mr. Curry (proceeded Mr, W.) went into the nation 
some time after the election of the present chief magistrate, 
and [ believed until about a twelvemonth ago he had been em- 
pioyed as an inferior agent to superintend the enrolment of Che- 
rokees for emigration, to have their improvements valued, &c. 
During the last winter he was here, and when [ returned home 
last spring, | understood he was making some figure as a politi- 
cian; that out of his own head, or by the instigation of some 
person more wicked than himself, he bad, while here, written 
some letters for publication to a small newspaper in my own 
state, Which had engaged in the business of traducing me. Ip 
the course of the surmmer, we had, in some of our eougressional 
districts, animated contests between candidates for congress. 
This gentleman, | understood, look an active part. He some- 
times travelled out of the nation, and even out of bis congres- 
sional district, was zealous in propagating his opinions, and, as 
lam informed and believe, either wrote himself, or furnished 
the materials for one or more pieces, for the same vehicle of 
slander to which he had written while in Washington. 
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In the district ineluding the Cherokee agency, he was zea- 
lous in opposing the election of the former member, and, with 
Aa View to enable him to actefficiently, was in the habit of read- 
ing and showing, confidentially, a tetier said to be written by 
the president thimselt, finding fault with the former member by 
name, and Using geveral expressions, whieh Mr. Carry sand 
Were intended torine. Lo lave likewise been mformed that, 
still further to succeed in his planus of defamation, he confiden- 
tially used a letter, said to be written to hin by my honorable 
cMeague, (Mr. Grundy), in whieh my name was used, not 
much to my advantage; and | now take this oceasion, in the 
senate, in presence of ourbrother senators, inthe presence of this 
audience, and in the face of the world, to ask mv collengue to 
say Whether, at any time, he wrote any letter to Mr. Curry, in 
which my name was used. 

(Mr. Grundy answered that he was taken by surprise with 
the question, but be did not remember be had ever written a 
letter on any subject to Mr. Curry, and that he felt certain af he 


had, he had never used bis colleague’s tame in Other terins 
than those of respect.) 


Mr. White proceeded: | am then satisfied with the answer 
given forthe present, and this artifice must have been used bs 
Mr. Curry the more effectually to deceive and mislead those to 
Whom he made such statements. 


All this conduct I disregarded, and did not even think it wor 
thy to be made matter of Conversation, Our elections termi- 
nated; the former member was re-elected; and when the legis- 


Jature met, L was again honored with a seat here by a unani- 
mous vote, 


Some time ago a friend brought mea Georgia newspaper, 
and pomted me toa letter under the signature of Mr. Curry, 
dated let Dec. 1435, and addressed to the editor of a newspa- 
per called the Pederal Union. tn that paper it bad been pub- 
lished, and trom it copied inte various other papers, and finally 
into one in my own state, ealled the Nashville Unton, gotten 
up by funds furnished bere expressly for the purpose of distri- 
buting, in my own state, and elsewhere, all the dirty filth and 


slander which could be collected, with a view to detract from 
my humble standing, 


The time at whieh this letter was published as well as the 
place where, and the matter of it, struck me with some force. 
The legislatures of Georgia, of Alabama, of Tennessee, of N. 
Carolina, Virginia and several other states, were then in ses- 
sion, if Tsnistake not, andif Edo hope gentlemen will eor- 
rect ime, and that of Mis-i<sippi was soon to meet. Pour of 
these states had a deep siake im the Indian question, because 
the Indians now reside in portions of then. 

[saw that the most gross and base falsehoods were contain- 
edinit,as to myself This - did not so much regards; bat! 
saw further, that, with a view to reach me, a statement was 
made respecting Mr. MeConneil, one of my constituents, an 
humble and inoffensive crizen, which would, in all probaluliry, 
cost him his life. oT felt hurt bv this, as PT bad been the median 
through whieh the secrefary of war had induced bin to under- 
take this delreate, confidential and hazardous agency. 

The falsehoods were so glaring, and the mischievous tenden- 
cy of the letter so obvious, that T, at first, hoped, so soon as it 
met the eye of the administration, the matter would be set right 
Without any application trom any quarter, Atler waiting some 
time without any step having been taken, and having good rea- 
son to believe the letter had been seen by at least one member 


of the adunmistration, | addressed a letter to the secretary of 


war. under date of the 2d instant, a copy of which | will now 
tead: 
Washineton, Jan. 2, 1835. 

Dear sir: T must take the liberty of inviting your attention 
to a letter under the signature of Benjamin F. Curry, published 
in a newspaper called the Federal Union, and bearing date 
’Cheroker agency, Dec. Ist, 1835.7? 

In it vou will see in speaking of Samuel McConnell, Mr. Cur- 
ry ses this binguage: he “has, for some years past, under the 
procurement of judge White, of Tennessee, been receiving pay 
from the United States government. asa seeret and confiden- 
tial agent, while all bis visible efforts have been to defeat the 
measures of the ostensible agents in bringing about a treaty.” 

1 feel assured your own sense of justice will at onee oro- 
nounce that this statement, so far as | am concerned, is emtire- 
lv unfounded. 

The name of Mr. McConnell was not brought to your notice 
by me; Ut never asked or procured the department to appomt 


him. Any ageney | had inthe matter was atthe instance of 


the department, and to carry into effect its wishes. as is fully 
disclosed in the letter from the acting seeretary of war to me, 
and my answer, with its enclosure, to him, to which | beg Irave 
to refer you. 

In that, as in every thing else, T waa willing to do all in my 
power to aid in carrving into effect the wishes of the depart- 
ment in relation to the Todiane, and must think Lam treated 
with great injustice, if vour agents attached to your department 
are thus to misrepresent and calumniate me. From all the in- 
formation | possess, P must think in the charges against MeCon- 
nell there is a great disregard ofteath. Thad ever believed, and 
yet do, that he acted with great fidelity, and that from his ser- 
vices much benefit resulted. 

But, sir, if Mr. MeConnell was a secret agent. appointed by 
your departinent, does be merit that his life should be endan- 
gered by this statement of your agent? [f he was nota secret 





— 


agent, is it right that he should be endangered by the statement 
of such a falsehood? 

In another part of Me. Curry’s letter he states, shortly. before 
the council, Lewis Ross came to Kooxville, and after his re- 
turn rameors were pot afloat connect-d with my name. 

The inference Mr. Curry wishes should be drawn from this 
Statement no doubt was, that Lewis Ross eame to Knoxville to 
consuli me. Lassure you, that if Mr. Ross was at Kuoxville, 
from the time PT left Washington in’ March, till my return this 
fall, L never heard of it, unl | read Mr. Curry’s letter, and 
have had ve communication whatever with him. 

The whole tenor of this letter, so tar as Tam concerned, isa 
tissue of misrepresentations, intended to place my conduct in 
a false view before the world. 

fam well aware that those who know Mr. Curry would not 
excuse me for taking any notice of his slanders generally; bat 
from ihe peeuhar nature of bis charge, and the circumstance of 
bis connexion with your department, his statement may be 
thonght entitled to same credit should it pass without rebuke. 

He is your officer; you are the witness, who knows the gross 
injustice done me,andto you T confidently appeal for such steps 
as will do that which is just to the country, to Mr. Curry and to 
myself. 

I beg to be informed what course vou will pursue in this 
matter. -T have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant. 

On the night of the 15th T received hia answer, dated the 14th, 
enclosing a copy ef one written to Mr. Curry on the 9th. 

Depariment of war, January 14, 136. 

Dear str: J must axk your indulgence for not having an- 
swered your letter of the 24 mstant, which was received here 
onthe Sth. The delay has been owing to the great press of bu- 
siness, and to the propriety of laying the matter before the pre- 
sident. 

I have now the honor to send the copy of a letter addressed 
to major Curry, and in which the president’s disapprobation is 
conveyed tohim, Thestatement that Mr. MeConnell was em- 
ploved at your suggestion, is altogether erroneous, and T have 
put the matter tight by giving the trne facts of the ease. F con- 
sidered the department under obligations to you for the troube 
you took on the subject of the employment and proceedings of 
Mr. McConnell, and I have endeavored to do justice to his ser- 
Vices, so far as these are known to me. 

If major Carry intended to intimate, as you suppose, that 
there was a communication between yourself and Mr. Ross, 
such an intimation was highly improper. Independent of the 
entire want of proot of sucha eourse, your word is quite suffi- 
cient tosatisfy me that there was ne just ground for the sug- 
gestion. Lam, dear sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, LEWIS CASS. 

lian. Hugh L. White. 

War department. Jan. 9. 1836. 

Sir: The attention of this depariment bas been draunto a 
letter frou) you to the editer of the Federal Unten, ane which 
was published in the Augusta Centinel of the 2 ult. 

I an instructed by the president, if that letter was written by 
you, to convey to you Ins disapprobation of a part ofit. There 
certainty can be no impropriety in an officer’s communicating to 
the puble proper information when cirenmstances require it, 
and the general proceedings relating to the prospects and pro- 
gress of the Cherokee emigration are of this nature. But itis 
with regret the president observes in this communieation, alln- 
shons fo persons and parties, which do not serm to be necessary, 
and are calculated to produce an injurious effect. There is one 
error of fact, which it becomes the special daty of this depart- 
nent 10 Corree!, as the requisite information is npon ite files. 
You state that Mr) MeConnell “Shas for some vears past. under 
the procurement of podge White, of Tennessee, been reeeiving 
pay from the United States government, as a seerct and confi- 
dential agent,’ &e. You have been led into a mistake on this 
subject. Mr MeConnell was not en ploved ander the progare- 
mentol judge White. The suggestion that Mr. M. Conneti’s 
services might be useful, as well tothe United States as to the 
Cherokee Indians, was made to this department from another 
and very respectable quarter. As all the necessary eimreum- 
stances were not tully kKnowo at the department, proper tnatrice 
fons were given to®r MeConnell, and enclosed to judge 
White, to be delivered pf be thought th arrangement would be 
useful. Jndee White had no agency whatever in the matter, 
noul he was requested by the express direction of the president, 
to serve as armediom of communication between Mr. McCon- 
nell and thie department. 

Mr. McConnell transmitted varions reports, containing infor 
mation respecting the etate of things in the Cherokee country. 
Bat there is nothing in these, geome. in the slightest deeree, to 
show that he did not act with due fidelity, as well to the United 
States as to the Cherokee Indians. 

Itis alxo a matter of regret that von shonld have attended at 
allto the employment of Mr. MeConnell. From the relation in 
which he stands to the Cherokees, and the suspicious disposi- 
tien of Indians, the divelosnre may even pat his life at bogard. 
Its therefore the more imperative upon me to state explicitly, 
a= Thave done, that there was nothing in the reports of Mr. 
MeConnell whieh eould give just offenee to the Indians. 

The president has directed me to sav that he has read and 
approves this letters and that while be appreciates the zeal yor 
have displayed in the execution of your duties, be deems it in- 
cumbent opon bim to recommend to you great diecretion, and 
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particularly to Convey to you his disapprobation of the alla ion 
you have wade to the employment of Mr. McConnell, Very 
resperetiuily, your most obedient servant, LEWiIs CASS. 

Major B. F. Curry, New Echota, Ga. 

‘I'v this, on the 16h, | wrote a very short reply: 

Washington, Jan. 16, 1836. 

Dear str: [ have the honor to acknowledge that T reeeived 
Jast night your favor under date of the 4th, with its enclosure, 
in answer to mine Of Une 2d instant. 

The result is so different from what [ think T bad a right to 
anticipate, that LT retrain from any remarks on the contents of 
the lever written to Mr. Curry by direction of the president. I 
have the honor to be most respectiully, your obedient servant, 

HU. L. WHITE. 

I had applied in the only friendly mode 1 could devise, tor he 
interposition of the executive power. T remembered well the 
great principle for whieh the party bad strugaled to elevate the 
president to lis preseut station LE remembered tts recogut 
tion of it in his inaugural address, which thousands of the 
citizens of the United States, as well as most of those now tn 
the reach of my voice heard him deliver, as Containing the 
principles npon which he would administer the government. 
The paragraph is in the following words: 

“The recent demonstration of public sentiment inscribes on 
the Ist of executive duties, in characters loo legible to be over- 
looked, the task of reform, which will require, particularly, the 
correction of those abuses that have brought the patronage of the 
federal government into conflict with the freedom of elections, 
and the Counteraction of those causes which have disturbed the 
rightful course of appointment. and have piaced, or continued, 
POWER in unfuilhful or incompetent hunds.”? 

This short paragraph shows the maim ground on which the 
contest rested, which ended in the election of the present chief 
magistrate. It contains the sentiments avowed by hin tn pre- 
sence of nearly twenty thousand freemen. Tt contains the sen- 
timents whieh, as one of his advocates, | doonestly entertained. 
[t contains the sentiments on the maintenance of which, T be- 
lieve, our freedom and liberty esseatially depend.  -T felt hurt 
and mortified upon reading the secretary’s tetters Teould not 
reply without neing expressions mot fit to address to a member 
of the president’s cabinet. In place of Mr. Curry reeeiving 
such rebuke as would deter him from committing a similar 


Offence in future. appeared tome that te was complinedted, of judge White, of Tennessee, been receiving pay from the 


| United States government, as a secret and confidential agent, 
meu was very wells that, instead anotaferion agent, lhe was te 


Although bis conduct was not approved as te MeConunell, as to 


be Viewed as an electioneenng political diptomatist, and that 
hereatter, if the gardiner, spoken of by the senator from Mas-a- 
chuseits the other day, is to wear his diplomatic button, Mer. 
Curry ought to figure im his political electioneering star and 
garter. 

But, sir, what was [T todo next?) The falsehood has gone 
forth to answer the meditated mischief, 
it is probable it has accomplished its object. 
contradicted? T have been tumished with a document proving 
the falsehood. [Ts itsupposed that PF would sneak to a printing 
office to beg a publication of ite contradiction? No. 
descend to such an act of meanness. 


How is at te be 


| cannot 


among honorable men, and thus gratify some high in office, who 
seek to displace me. 

My eourse is bere, my place is here. From my stand, on 
this floor, [ contradict the tal-ehood, and expose the mjustice. 
Ii any opponent will deny my statement or justify this outrage 
[ meet him-here openty, face to face, eye to eye, and maintain 
and assert what is due to my constituents and myself, by all 
honorable means in my power. 

But the Nashville Union—this vehicle of slanders and false- 
hoods, gotten up in this city, as [have understood, for just sueh 
purposes. The editor came here last winter, npon his own 
mere notion, or by the solicitation of some other persoa, with, 
as [ have understood and believe, net more money than would 
bear his expenses. He tived in the house with my honorable 
colleague. and while here, was furnished with same five or six 
thousand dollars to establish his press in Nashville, and, with- 
out relying upon subscribers, to be enabled te throw his paper 
into the hands of every man who would condescend to read it. 
Even this very number, containing this letter, PT have no doubt, 
has been innocently sent, under the frank of senators from this 
floor, to many of the states in the union. 

If there is any person within my hearing, who can contradict 
ny statement as to the manner in which this paper was esta- 
blished, [ wish to hear him do so. 

Mr. Grudy rose, and stated that the editor had come here 
last winter notat his instance; "hat how the money was raised, 
or by whom, be had no knowledge; that the paper bad taken 
it« side, and was maintaining ttas well as iteoulds that he tad 
not noticed thia letterio it, and that he Knew there was great 
ecuffiing to eet subscribers for it athome. Mr. McConnell he 
knew, and thenght him a elever man, of good sense, and he be- 
lieved he had recommended hia for this office. 

Toe which Mr. White rose and replied: Yes. Mr. President, 
there was a vreat scufiag to get subscribers for its so great that 
our oll acquaintance, Samuel Gwin, the land officer from Mis- 
Bissippi. Was called into service; and, when procuring subseri- 
bere at Gallatin in Apri last, wrote to Mr. Ritehie, of the En- 
qttirer, the celebrated letter aa to ‘i'ennessee politics, intended 

unjustly to influence the Virginia eleetions, and wiieh no doubt 








In some of the <tates 








bad the desired effect. Mr. President, I have made these dis- 
clostites With great pain and the most deep morufication; batt 
fecmed it my duty to do so. The answer to my tesolutions 
Will show Whether i will be in my power, and whether mt wail 
ie my duiy, to attempt any thing further on the unpleasant 
subject. 


The following is Mr. Curry’s letter alluded to in the above 
remarks: 


Froin the ‘* Federal Union.” 
Cherokee agency, Dec. 1, 1835. 

Sir: I know your anxiety on the subject of a treaty, and 
baving seen intimations, on Indian authority, that a treaty wiil 
be concluded at an earty period, | lave thought fitto give you a 
short sketch of the proceedings at the late council, as Well as 
before vod since, connected with the [ndian matters: 

You will remember, Mr. Ross and his coadjutors entered into 
A Wrillen agreement with the secretary of War, last winter, to 
take lor their clitms east whatever sum the senate of the United 
States might awaid, vpou submitting the question tu that body, 

The question was submitted, and the scnate awarded five mil- 
Hous of dotlars. Ne Ross and lis party acted on this occasion 
under a power of attorney frow the committee and council of 
the nation, who clanmed all the power and authority of the na- 
Hon. ‘This power of atiorney was drawn by a skilful lawyer, 
col, Hansell, and signed by all who ciammed authority and power 
as counsellors. Mr. Ridge and others, who seceded from Ross’a 
council, made an arrangement, reduced to the solemn form ofa 
treaty, and sigued by the representatives of that party on the 
basis of this award. 

At the October council, there aitended a certain Mr. Payne 
aud one Samuel MeConnell, of Tennessee; Payne bails from 
New York, but came Uirough Georgia. He is of the whig party, 
and tumor makes him an abolitionist. He, itis said, formed an 
alliance with Mr. Longstreet, of Augusta, and other editors, by 
which be was to furnish matier, and they were to print it for 
politealeffect. MeConneli is the same who instigated the arrest 
of the Georgia surveyor, and bad him carried to Athens, Ten- 
nessee, fora violation of the intercourse laws some 3 years ago, 
for marking lines within the limits of your state, He bas large 
Claims for reservations made to Indians under the treaties of 
1817-19; aud has, for some years past, under the procurement 


While all his visible efforts have been to defeat the measures of 
the osten-ible agents in bringing about a treaty. 

Lewis Ross, one of John Ross’s executive counsellors, visit- 
ed Knoxville about the commence rineut Of this couneijl, and, 
While aleent, much concern was manifested by John to know 
Where his brother Lewis could be. Lewis at length arrived, 

Romor was put afloat that judge White, if made president, 
wenuld do tmuch tor this people. 

Ridge and tus party shortly afterwards arrived. McConnet! 
met tin, as Ridge told it, and put bim on his guard against the 


jagentand Me. Schermerhorn, who, be intimated, was about to 


psacrifice Ridge, and proposed that Ridge and his party should 
If Teould, © dare nor. | 

The proud, high-minded, honorable men who sent me here | see Utat comitesioner before myself and Mr. Schermerhorn 
would, for such aw act of degradation, recall me froma station | had amopportunity to give to his mind such a bias as it might 


ride with lian the direction of governor Carroll’s, in order to 


receive, provided this precaution was not used. Mr. Ridge 
was evidently much perplexed, and his confidence apparentiy 
shaken through some anexpeeted interference, 

Au tnterview was shortly afterwards brought about between 


, | Jol Ross and Jolin Ridge, which resulted ina determination 


never to treat on ihe basis of the award of the senate. This 
Was accordingiy submitted to the people, about six or seven 
hundred only being present. Coupled with this, however, was 


a resolution appointing niucteen delegates to treat here (at Red 





Clay) or elsewhere, with the government of the United States. 
Alter the passage of these resolutions, most of the Indians 
went home, rejoicing that they had got their lands back. The 
committee thus appointed to treat remained, and raised an ob- 
jretion to Me. Schermerhorn’s authority; and in this they were 
sustained by this Mr. Payne: for the trath of this [refer vou to 
colonel Hansety. While Payne was thus engaged, Mr. Fore- 
man, a Cherokee of respectability, informs me MeConnell waa 


using these arguments with Ridge’s friends, who had refnsed 


te goover with them. You had nothing to expect from the 
agent; and the commissioner will lave no power. All the pa- 
tronage and money for which your country is sold will be at 
the disposal of Ross. You had better leave them and join him; 
stick to them, and you are ruined; go with him,and you are 
saved. 

The suspicions movements of Mr. Payne, and the secret con- 
claves constantly going on between him and Mr. Ross, united 
with the strange results of this council, and the increased inso- 
lence of the [Tndians, strengthened the suspicion that these 
tresh hopes were tonnded aponm anteipated insarrection in the 
south and west,and a severe cout et at the same time with fo- 
reign foes: during which the tudiins might have an opportuni- 
tv to reinstate themselves. The parties (Payne and Rosa) 
were closeted, after the adjonrmmment of the eouncil, for at least 
a week, just back of the Georgia line, within Tennessee. In- 
dians committing the most atrocious murders in that part, had 
been arrested aad carried before the cirean courts of Tennes- 
see, andthe laws had, by judge Keith, been declared ancan- 
stitutional, leaving the country neiuher eubject to state nor fr- 
deral jurisdiction. From the great variety of character in that 
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section of country, and the absolute necessity of knowing ; 


where to look for protection against the incendiary as well as 
the assassin, 1 was instrumental in taking an appeal from bis 
honor judge Keith’s decision to the supreme court of ‘Tennes- 
see, the opinion of which had not reached the Indian country 
m a tangible character at the time of Mr. Ross and Mr. Payne’s 
temporary arrest; since which, | bave seen it announced that 
the supreme court of Tennessee had reversed the decision of 
judge Keith against the unconstitutionality of the laws. But 
from this high tribunal an appeal has been taken to the su- 
preme court of the United States, (as [am informed) at the in- 
stance of some of those very persons in ‘'ennesse who rail out 
s0 largely against the Georgia guard for having stepped a few 
paces across the line into an unorganized territory, to examine 
into the correctness of an alleged conspiracy against the vital 
interest of not only yours but the adjoining states. 

Abolition tracts have been circulated among the Indians; and 
I have seen, in the hand-writing of Mr. Payne, charges that the 
government of the United States had attempted to bribe John 
Ross, by offering him a bribe of filly thotisand dollars, and a 
tissue of other msrepresentations, calculated, and no doubt in- 
tended, to alienate the confidence of the Indians frem our go- 
vernment, and excite them against its citizens; which. with 
his persuasions to them that Mr. Schermerhorn was not only 
duly authorised to treat with them, being calculated to delay 
its measures with this tribe, are flagrant violations of the inter- 
course law of 18381; and had ] been aware of the extent of this 
gentleman’s offence, and been here before his release, his con- 
finement would have been continued at least until orders as to 
the proper course to be pursued could have been received from 
the war department. 

The foregying shows that, while the Indians have appointed 
a delegation to treat, they resolve, by the same voice, not to 
treat on the basis of the five millions. The delegation have re- 
fused to meet the commissioners at Newtown, and say they 
will go to Washington city, although they have been notified by 
the secretary of war and commissioner of Indian affairs that 
the department will hold no more communications with them. 
Last winter, after the award of the senate was had, the secre- 
tary of war requested Mr. Ross and his party to submit the de- 
tails of a treaty, to be based upon the senate’s award. This he 
objected to; because he believed it to be more satisfactory to 
his people to have a treaty concluded ia their presence, which 
would save the delegation from unjust imputations, &c. Com- 
missioners were sent into the country therefor, and now, by the 
procurement of Ross and Ridge, a resolution is passed declar- 
ing they will not abide by their own engagements, and never 
will treat on the basis of the senate’s award. 

Should you think this worthy a place in your paper, I hold 
myself answerable for its contents. Most respectfully, your 
very obedient servant, BEN. F. CURRY. 

To the editor of the Federal Union. 


——— 


The following is published in the Globe of Saturday last, as 
a part of a reply to “judge White’s attack on the president??— 
in vindication of the use of the “franking privilege’? of the 
latter. 

LETTER TO MR. NICHOLSON, 
Nashville, January 6, 1836. 

Sir: The undersigned, members of the legislature, have learn- 
ed that you have recently reccived a letter from Andrew Jack- 
son, vindicating himself for addressing the Globe, under his 
frank, containing the speech of Mr. Benton in the senate, on 
his expunging resolution, to members of the legislature; which 
letter is of the same tenor of one recently received by Mr. An- 
drew Brown, of the house of representatives. 

It is a fact not to be denied, that Mr. Brown has permitted 
that letter to be handed freely about among those who condemn 
its contents, and object to the use which the president has made 
of his frank; and has permitted various copies or extracts to 
be taken by them. 

The undersigned are not precisely informed of the number of 
copies or extracts so taken, but entertain no doubt they are nu- 
merous, and have been sent abroad for purposes injurious to 
the president. 

The undersigned have seen copies of the letter, and can find 
in it nothing to condemn, but, on the contrary, a just vindica- 
tion of the president, in the course be has pursued in the exer- 
cise of his franking privilege. Knowing the uses already made 
of the letter, as above detailed, and to prevent misrepresenta- 
tions and a misunderstanding of its contents among the people, 
we conceive anecessity forits publication has arisen. 

Therefore, the undersigned, as friends of the president, re- 
spectfully request you to furnish them with a copy of the letter, 
with permission to publish the same. Respectfully yours, &c. 

H. Robertson, Jared S. Allen. 

Hopkins L. Turney, Thomas B. Deavenport, 

Jo. C. Guild, J. A. Mabry, 

W. Estill, R. C. Hancock, 

Wim. Moore, Alfred Gardner, 

Thomas Dean, W. B. Johnson, of the senate, 
George W. Jones. John D. Love, of the senate, 
Win. Overton, tlijah Boddie, 

Broomfield L. Ridley, West H. Humphreys, 

John Buchanan, Julian Frazier, 

5. C. Pavatt, Geo. Smith, 

A. Cullum, Join D. Hiekinan. 


To A. O. P. Nicholson, house of representatives, 
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MR. NICHOLSON’S REPLY. 
Nashville, Jan. 8, 1636. 


GENTLEMEN: Your letter of the 6th inst. requesting me to fur- 


nish you with a copy of a letter received by me from gen. Jack- 
son, for publication, was handed to me to-day. After duly 
weighing tts conteyts, and considering upon the propriety of 
complying with your request, | felt itdue to Mr. Brown, that 
I should show him your letter, and know of him whether he 
would permit the letter received by him to be published. [ learn- 
ed from him, that he would not consent to the publication of 
his letter by any one. Under this state of things, I have felt 
myself justified and required by the circumstances to make the 
letter public. {fam well satisfied that the letter received by me 
was not written for publication; but the circumstances detailed 
in your letter, appear to me to render its publication necessary, 
for the vindication of the president. You inform me that 
copies of Mr. Brown’s letter have been taken by those who 
condemn its contents. Lcan conceive no use that such per- 
sens could desire to make of the Jetter but to injure gen. Jack- 
son. IL concur fully with you, that there is nothing in the let- 
ter to condemn, but on the contrary, | regard it as a fair and 
satisfactory vindication of his course in franking col. Benton’s 
speeches. That the liberty taken by gen. Jackson in franking 
those speeches has been freely condemned by his enemies, is 
well known to every intelligentman. The copy of the letter 
which I furnish to you, will show conclusively that the presi- 
eent has been unjustly condemned. 


I have read Mr. Brown’s letter, and can safely state thatit is 
an exact copy of the one received by myself. 
Very respectfully, A. GC. P. NICHOLSON, 
Messrs. H. Robertson, Jo. C. Guild, and others, 


GEN. JACKSON’S LETTER. 
Washington, Dec. 18, 1835. 

Sir: Having undeysstood that exceptions have been taken to 
the liberty [took in’addressing to some of my fellow-citizens 
the extra Globes which contained col. Benton’s speeches, en- 
forcing the adoption of his resolution to expunge from the jour- 
nals of the senate certain proceedings of that body condemn- 
ing my conduct in the removal of the deposites, I think it not 
improper to place you in possession of the general considera- 
tions which induced me to take that liberty. 

By my oath of office, [am not only bound to supportthe consti- 
tution of the U. States, butto guard, protect, and defend it, to the 
bestof my abilities. Mr. Clay’s resolutions arraigning and try- 
ing me withouta hearing, violated the rights of the bouse of re- 
presentatives, to which, as the grand inquest of the nation, ex- 
clusively belongs the power of impeachment. The senate be- 
ing the triers of all officers impeached under the constitution of 
the United States, are expressly denied the right of originating 
impeachments, and cannot assume it without usurping the pow- 
ers conferred upon the other co-ordinate branches of the go- 
vernment. Yet, in defiance of these plain injunctions of the 
constitution, those resolutions were introduced into the senate, 
and acted upon by that body; and, according to their language, 
I was declared guilty of violating the laws and constitution, 
notwithstanding the house of representatives had not impeach- 
ed me, and | was deprived of the privilege secured to every 
American citizen of being heard in defence. I protested against 
so glaring an attempt to violate the constitution, and deprive 
me of my individual rights, but the senate refused to receive 
my protest upon their journals. Col, Benton, animated by a 
proper sense of the outrages thus committed by the senate, 
moved to expunge the illegal proceedings from its journals. 
Judge White, from my own state, not only failed to take part 
in my defence, but moved to strike out the word expunge, and 
all the reasons on which col. Benton’s motion rested. Thus 
assailed, how was I to guard, protect, and defend my constitu- 
tional rights, but by making known to the peopie how and 
wherein they have been violated? If this was the only mode 
within my reach, and Lam acquainted with no other, it is ma- 
nifest that the circulation of col. Benton’s speeches was not 
only proper in itself, but was demanded-by my public duty to 
the country. Those speeches discussed the great principles in- 
volved in the proceedings of the senate, and their perusal cer- 
tainly endangered no political right of the people or of their 
representatives, 

But, independently of the special reacon which existed in 
this case, [ hold myself as clothed legally with the privilege of 
circulating, under my frank, any documents or papers which I 
deem useful to the country, or which are designed to furnish 
expositions of the public questions, which grow out of the le- 
gislative or executive proceedings of the day. 


To those who are familiar with the freedom and latitude with 
which the franking privilege of the members of congress lias 
been resorted to, to circulate the arguments of the bank, and 
other interests into conflict with the measures I have deemed 
itmy duty to pursue, it must be a matter of surprise to her that 
the great right of self-defence has not been exercised by me, 
without exciting discontent. Such discontent, lam sure, has 
never been feltor manifested by any person really friendly to 
the principles I have supported, or to the public cause with 
which I am identified. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Mr. 4. O. P, Nicholson, member of the Tennessee legislature. 
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LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

In the house of representatives, January 19, 1835. 
An act to repeal the state tax on real and personal pro- 

perty, and to continue and extend the improvements 

of the state by rail roads and canals, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of re- 
presentatives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in 
general assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the au- 
thority of the same, That all and every provision of the 
acts of assembly, passed the twenty-fifth day of March, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one, 
respectively, entitled, ‘fan act assessing a tax on per- 
sonal property to be collected with the county rates and 
levies for the use of the commonwealth, and an act to 
increase the county rates and levies for the use of the 
commonwealth,”? be and the same is hereby repealed, 
except so far as relates to the collection of taxes assessed 
before the 1st day of December last: Provided, That 
the said repeal shall not go into effect until all the terms 
and provisions hereinafter set forth, shall be fully com- 
plied with. 

Section 2. The present stockholders of the bank of 
the United States, excepting the United States and the 
treasurer of the United States, and such other persons as 
may become stockholders agreeably to the by-laws made 
for that purpose, not exceeding in the whole the preseut 
capital of the said bank, their successors and assigns be, 
and are hereby created a corporation and body politic, by 
the name and style of ‘‘the president, directors and com- 
pany of the bank of the United States,” and shall so con- 
tinue until the third day of March, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty-six, and by that name shall 
be, and are hereby made capable in law to have, purchase 
and receive, possess, enjoy and retain to them and their 
successors, lands, rents, tenements, hereditaments, goods, 
chattels and effects of whatsoever kind, nature and quali- 
ty, and the same to sell, grant, demise, alien or dispose 
of, to sue and be sued, to use a common seal, and the 
same to alter and renew, and to make such by-laws and 
ordinances as they shall deem necessary, not being con- 
trary to this act, the constitution of the United States 
or to the constitution and laws of this commonwealth, 
and also to prescribe rules for the transfer of the stock 
of said corporation, and generally to do all the acts which 
to them it shall or may appertain to do, and to enjoy the 
same privileges and authority given by law to auy bank 
within this commonwealth, subject to the rules and re- 
strictions hereinafter prescribed. 

Section 3. For the management of the affairs of the 
said corporation, there shall be annually elected, at the 
banking house in the city of Philadelphia, on the first 
Monday in January, in each year, by a plurality of votes, 
which shall be given by the qualified stockholders of the 
said bank, in person or by proxy, twenty directors, who 
shall be capable of serving for one year, and who shall 
at the first meeting after their election in cach year, pro- 
ceed to elect one of their directors, to be the president of 
the corporation, who shall hold the said office during the 
same period for which the directors are elected, but if 
an election of directors or of the president should not 
be made on that day, the said corporation shall not for 
that cause be dissolved, but it shall be lawful at any 
other time to hold such elections, and until such elec- 
tions be made, the directors and president for the time 
being, shall continue in office, and in ease of the death, 
or resignation of the president, the directors shall elect 
another president from their own number, and in case 
of the death or resignation of a director, the vacancy 
may be supplied by the remaining directors. 

Section 4. That the following shall be the fundamental 
articles of the said corporation, to wit: 

Article I. None but a stockholder who is a citizen of 
the United States, shall be a director or vote at an elec- 
tion for directors, either in person or by proxy. The 
number of votes to which each stockholder shall be en- 
titled in voting for directors, shall be as follows: for one 
share and not more than two shares, one vote for every two 
shares; above two and not exceeding ten shares, one vote: 
for every four shares above ten, and not exceeding thirty, 
one vote; for every six shares above thirty, and not ex- 
eceding sixty, one vote; for every eight shares above sixty, 
and not exceeding one hundred, one vote; but no person, 
Vor. XLIX—Sia 26. 











copartnership or body politic shall be entitled toa greater 
number than thirty votes; and after the first election, no 
share or shares shall confer a right of voting unless the 
same shall have been held three calendar months before 
the day of election. 

Article 11. Not more than three-fourths of the directors 
who shall be in office at the time of an annual eleetion, 
shall be elected for the succeeding year, and no director 
shall hold his office for more than three years out of four 
in succession, but the direetor who shall be the president 
may always be re-elected, and previous to each election 
of directors, the board of directors shall appoint three 
stockholders, not directors, to be judges of the election, 
who shall conduct and regulate the same, after having 
severally taken and subscribed an oath or affirmation be- 
fore some justice of the peace or alderman, well, faith- 
fully and lawfully to conduet the eleetion, and who after 
the conclusion of the ballot shall decide and operly de- 
clare who are chosen directors for the ensuing year, 

Article IL. Not less than seven directors shall con- 
stitute a board for the transaction of business, of whom 
the president shall always be one, except in case of sick- 
ness or necessary absence, in which case his place may 
be supplied by any other director, whom he by writing 
under his hand shall depute for that purpose, and in 
case the president shall not so depute, the board of di- 
rectors may cleet a director to act during the absence of 
the president. 

Article WV. A general mecting of the stockholders for 
purposes relative to the institution, may at any time be 
called either by the board of directors, or by sixty or 
more stockholders owning one thousand or more shares 
of the capital stock, on giving at least six weeks notice in 
two public newspapers, published in the eity of Phila- 
delphia, and specifying in such notice the objeet or ob- 
jects of such meeting. And there shall bea general 
meeting of the stockholders, at the banking house in the 
city of Philadelphia, on the first Monday of January in 
every year, at which time the directors shall lay before 
them a general and particular statement of the affairs of 
the company. 

Article V. The lands, tenements and hereditaments 
which it shall be lawful for the said corporation to hold, 
shall be only such: as shall be requisite for its immediate 
accommodation in transaeting its business, and such as 
shall have been bona fide mortgaged to it by way of se- 
curity, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts pre- 
viously contracted in the course of its dealings, or pur- 
chased at sales upon judgments which shall have been 
obtained for sueh debts, or purchased for the purpose of 
securing such debts. 

Article V1. The rate of diseount at which loans may be 
made by said banks within this commonwealth, shall not 
exceed one-half of one per centum for thirty days. And 
the notes and bills which shall be issued by order of said 
corporation, or under its authority, shall be binding upon 
it, and those made payable to order shall be assignable 
by endorsement, but none shall be issued of a denomina- 
tion less than five dollars, and if the bank shall neglect 
or refuse to pay its notes or bills, or moneys deposited 
when due, on demand made at the bank during banking 
hours, the person or persons entitled to the same shall 
receive interest thereon at the rate of twelve per cent, 
a year until payment be made. 

Article VU. Dividends of so much of the profits as the 
directors may deem advisable shall be declared twice a 
year on the first Mondays of January and July, in each 
year, and paid to the stockholders on demand at any time 
after the expiration of ten days therefrom. 

Article VU. The salary of the president shall be es- 
tablished and allowed by the stockholders at a general 
meeting, and no compensation shall be allowed to any 
person for his services as a director. The board of di- 
rectors shall appoint a cashier, and such other officers, 
clerks and persons as shall be necessary for transacting 
the business of the bank, and shall take from each sueh 
security asthe by-laws shall preseribe, and shall make te 
each a just compensation for his services. 

Article 1X. A statement of the affairs of the bank shall 
be transmitted annually to the auditor general, in the 
form prescribed in the seventeenth article of the third 
section of the act of the twenty-fifth March, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-four, and the legislature may at any 
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time appoint a joint committee to inquire into the eredit , 


and situation of the bank as provided in the twenty-first 
article of the third section of said act. 

Section 5. In consideration of the privileges granted 
by this act, the said corporation shall pay into the treasu- 
ry of the commonwealth, the suin of two millions of 
dollars, at such time and in such instalments as the go- 
vernor may require: Provided, ‘That at least thirty days 
notice shall be given by the governor of the time when 
each instalment will be required: And provided also, 
That for all sums the governor shall not so require to be 
paid within three months after the acceptance of this 
charter by the stockholders, interest at the rate of five 
per cent. ayear shall be paid by the corporation, com- 
mencing at the expiration of the said three months, and 
terminating thirty days before the time fixed for the 
payment of each sum, and the said corporation shall also, 
whenever required by law, advance on permanent loan, 
any sums or sums not exceeding in the whole, six mil- 
lions of dollars, and for each sum of money so loaned, 
shall receive from the commonwealth a negotiable cer- 
tificate of stock reimbursable on the third day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, transferrable 
at the bank of Pennsylvania, bearing an interest of either 
four or five per cent. per annum, payable half yearly at 
the bank of Pennsylvania, as the law requiring such loan 
may determine, and in case the interest shall be five per 
cent. shall pay to the commonwealth one hundred and 
ten dollars in money for each hundred doliars of stock, 
or if the interest be four per cent. shall pay one hundred 
dollars in money for each hundred dollars of stock, and 
the said corporation shall be bound, whenever required 
by law to advance, to the commonwealth, asa temporary 


loan, any sum of money not exceeding one million of 


dollars in any one year, atan interest of four per cent. 
a year, reimbursable at the pleasure of the common- 
wealth, within twelve months trom the date of the loan; 
and the said corporation shall further be bound to sub- 
scribe the following sums to the eapital stock of the fol- 
lowing named companies, if requested so to do by the 
directors of the said companies, or if either of them, 
within one year from the passage of this act, namely; to 
the capital stock of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road 
company, the sum of two hundred thousand dollars; to 
that of the Williamsport and Eliniva rail road company, 
the sum of two hundred thousand dollars; to the Monon- 
gahela navigation company, filly thousand dollars, if the 
same be incorporated at the present session of the legis- 
lature; tothe Cumberland valley rail road company, one 
hundred thousand dollars, all of which subscriptions 
shall place the said bank on the same footing as to rights 
and liabilities with the original subscribers to said com- 
panies respectively: Provided, Vhat such subscription 
shall not be made to the stock of the Baltimore and Ohio 
rail road company, until a law of Maryland shall be pass- 
ed and assented to by said company, enabling the com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, or any company or individual 
thercin, to intersect the Baltimore and Ohio rail road at 
any point in the state of Maryland, and that the whole 
amount so to be subscribed by the said bank shall be ap- 
oer exclusively to the construction of the rail road 
rom Cumberland to Pittsburgh, and that no payment 
shall be called for by the directors of the Baltimore and 
Ohio rail road company on account of said subseription, 
until at least twenty miles of the rail road within the state 
of Pennsylvania shall have been bona fide placed under 
contract, and the construction thereof actually begun. 

Section 6. Six hundred thousand dollars of the amount, 
to be paid into the treasury as aforesaid, shall be ap- 

ropriated in lieu of the receipts from the state taxes, 
Rurtby repealed, to pay the interest on the public debt, 
and other just demands upon the commonwealth. 

Section 7. For the purpose of relieving the several 
turnpike companies hereinafter mentioned, and of ena- 
bling them to improve the condition of the roads con- 
structed by them, the further sum of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, is hereby specifically appropriated, to be 
paid to them respectively, according to the following 
distribution, that is to say; to the Chambersburgh and 
Bedford tarnpike company road, twenty thousand dol- 
Jars; to the Bedford and Somerset turnpike company, 
fifteen thousand dollars; to the Somerset and Mount 
Pleasant turnpike road company, fifteen thousand dollars; 
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to the Bedford and Stoystown turnpike company, ten 
thousand dollars; to the Stoystown and Greensburgh 
turnpike road company, twelve thousand ‘lollars; to the 
Mount Pleasant and Williamsport turnpike road com- 
pany, eight thousand dollars; to the Mount Pleasant and 
Pittsburgh turnpike road company, five thousand dol- 
lars; to the Greensburgh and Pittsburgh turnpike road 
company, fifteen thousand dollars; to the state road from 
the White Horse tavern on the Allegheny mountain to 
the Virginia state line in Greene county, two thousand 
dollars. 

Section 8. It shall’ be the duty of the canal commis- 
sioners to put under contract not less than twenty miles, 
nor more than forty miles of the north branch division 
of the Pennsylvania canal, during the ensuing year, com- 
mencing at or near the New York state line, towards 
which the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars is hereby specifically appropriated. And the said 
canal commissioners, are hereby further directed, to put 
under contract not less then thirty-six, nor more than 
sixty miles, of the Pennsylvania canal, extending the 
same by canal or slack water towards the harbor of Erie, 
from such point or points as will best advance the in- 
terest of the state, having a due regard to distance, lock- 
age and commercial interests: Provided, That no part 
of said distance is on the Ohio river, towards the com- 
pletion of which, the sum of two hundred thousand dol- 
lars is hereby specifically appropriated. And the said 
cxnal commissioners are hereby further authorised and 
required, without delay, to put under contract not less 
than twenty, nor more than thirty miles of rail road, 


commencing at or near the west end of the borough of 


Gettysburgh, so as to unite with the Wrightsville, York 
and Gettysburgh rail road, to continue westward by the 
best route to the city of Pittsburgh, towards which the 
sum of two hundred thousand dollars is hereby specif- 
cally appropriated. And the said canal commissioners 
are hereby required to cause to be surveyed, by a com- 
petent engineer, the route of a canal and slack water 
navigation, from the head of the west branch division to 
the Allegheny river, and if in his opinion a sufficient 
supply ef water cannot be obtained for that purpose, then 
he shall ascertain the most cligible route for a rail read 
between the said points, or of a communication partly by 
canal, and parily by rail road, a3 he may deem most ad- 
visable. And the said comubissioners shall cause the 
same, or some other competent enginecr, to survey the 
route of a canal and slack water from the Kiskiminuetas 
aguaduet, to eonuect with the French creek division, at 
ov near Franklin, of which surveys, accurate and full 
reports shall be made to the said commissioners, and by 
them Jaid before the legislature at its next session, and 
for the expenses of which, the sum of nine thousand and 
five hundred dollars is hereby specifically appropriated. 
And the said canal commissioners shall also cause to be 
made, by a competent engineer, a survey, estimate and 
report upon the practicability and importance of con- 
necting by rail road the Pennsylvania canal, at or near 
Freeport, by way of Butler, with the Pennsylvania and 
Ohio canal, at or near its junction with the Pennsylvania 
canal, near New Castle, for which, the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars is hereby specifically appropriated. 

Section 9. The sum of six hundred and seventy-two 
thousand one hundred ‘and forty-seven dollars and thir- 
ty-seven cents be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
specifically, for the following purposes, to wit: to com- 
plete the Columbia rail road, twelve thousand five hun- 
dred and fifty-two dollars; to complete the Portage rail 
road, forty-two thousand four hundred and sixty-one dol- 
lars, to complete the extension of the west branch divi- 
sion to the mouth of the Tangascutack, one hundred and 
twelve thousand and seventeen dollars; for the com- 
mencement of two reservoirs for the supply of the canal 
on the east and west sides of the Allegheny mountain, 
sixty thousand dollars; for ropes on the Columbia rail 
road, nine thousand dollars; for four new locomotive 
engines, and for ropes, repairing machinery and debts 
due for motive power on the Portage rail road, sixty-one 
thousand one hundred and seventeen dollars; for new 
work, and for paying debts due on finished lines and for 
pay of canal commissioners, appraisers, superintendents 
and engineers, thirty thousand dollars; for the repairs 
of canals and rail roads, three hundred thousand dollars; 
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for the payment of damages, twenty thousand dollars; 
for the payment of retained per centage due to coutrac- 
tors, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Section 10. The sums appropriated, as aforesaid, by the 
three preceding sections of this act, shall be respective- 
ly paid out of the balance of the two millions of dollars 
to be paid as aforesaid, by the said bank, into the trea- 
sury of the commonwealth, after deducting the amount 
appropriated by the sixth scetion of this act. 

Section 11. Nothing in this act contained shall take 
effect until the several sections and provisions relating 
to the bank of the United States, shall have been accept- 
ed by the stockholders thereof, at a general mecting, 
vial acceptance shall be made known to the governor 
on or before the third day of March next, whereupon 
every preceding section of this act shall be in full force. 
And within thirty days after the acceptance by the stock- 
holders of the existing bank of the United States, notice 
shall be given by the directors thereof, that on a day 
named, not exceeding thirty days thereafter, an election 
shall be held for directors, under the charter so accept- 
ed, which election should be held in like manner as 
elections are now held in said bank, and the directors so 
elected, shall elect a president, and shall serve until the 
first annual election: Provided, That from the said third 
day of March, to the holding of the election authorised 
by this section, the president and directors in office at 
the time of such acceptance, may continue to act. 





Harrisburgh, ( Pa.) Jan. 18, 1836. 
The all absorbing question at this time ts the “‘investigation.”’ 


A number of freemasons have been subpenaed to appear as 
Witnesses before the commitiee. Amongst those were his ex- 
excellency Geo. Wolf, gen. Marks, formerly United States se- 
nator, Josiah Randall, esq. George M. Jiallas, esq. Joseph R. 
Chandler, esq. of Philadelphia, Jacoh Emmet and Samuel C. 
Bonham, of York. Governor Wolf refused to appear, but was 
afterwards brought before the committee on an attachment, 
when he refused to be sworn. 
jas, Randall, and others, appeared, all of whom, like governor 
Wolf, objected to the authority of the committee, refused to 


testify, and took shelter under the constitution, ‘*as they under- 
stand it.’ 


The following is the letter of Mr. Wolf, denying the autho- 
rity of the committee appointed lo investigate the matter of ma- 
sonry: 

To the committee of the house of representatives to whom 
were referred petitions of divers inhabitants of Pennsyiva- 
nia, praying an investigation into the evils of freemasonry. 
GENTLEMEN: in an3wer to the writ of subpoena, directed to, 

and requiring me to appear before the committee of the house 

of representatives, to whom were referred the petitions of di- 

vers inhabitants of Pennsylvania, praying an investigation into 

the evils of freemasonry. 

{ must respectfully enter my solemn protest against a com- 
mittee of the house, or the house itself, possessing any autho- 
rity, under the constitution, to cause any citizen to appear and 
give evidence before such committee touching such a question. 
The constitution is explicit and declaratory of the persoual se- 
curity of the people, and is the precious repository of the pri- 
vileges of the freemen of this commonwealth, which never 
ehallhave a wound inflicted upon its sacred reservations through 
my person, without a selemn asseveration of its principles.— 
What article of the constitution clothes the house with power 
to institate stch an investigation? Whatarticle of that vene- 
rated instrument forbids the people from associating together 
‘‘in pursuit of their own happiness?’? 

If the association is criminal, or in violation of any principle 
of the constitution or laws, the mode and manner of suppress- 
ing the unlawful combination must be in accordance with the 
constitution and laws. Lhave yet to learn that an inquisition, 
at whose shrine the rights and liberties of the citizens are to be 
iavaded, is authorised by the principles of our institutions; or 
thatany power exists by which a citizen can be coerced to give 
testimony before any tribunal or for any object other than the 
investigation of matters at issue affecting the rights of persons 
or things. 

When an investigation is instituted by the legislature touch- 
ing the official conduct of a public officer, the power of coerc- 
ing the attendance of witnesses is unquestioned, or wherever 
the proceeding is in obedience to the constitution; but beyond 
that instrument, which is the only safeguard of the rights of 
the people, they cannot go. 

If it wasor is unlawful for men to associate together as ma- 
sons, let him who violates the law abide the penalty: yet pu- 
nishment should be inflicted only by the judement of his peers 
and the laws of the land. Among the infeasible, inherent 
rights, secured toevery citizen, are those of ‘acquiring and 
possessing reputation;’? when this great and important right is 
to be assailed, it behooves the man, whose reputation is to be 
prostrated, to guard against any and every infringement of all 
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the means of defence available to him by the constitution. Is 
it possible, thatin this country of equal rights, because a man 
atone period of his life was a member of a masonic order, he 
is to be placed beyond the pale of the laws, and prosecuted and 
persecuted as an Outiaw? Establish the principle as to this pe- 
culiar society, anda precedent is formed which may, in the 
course of time, reach every religious denomination or associa- 
tion. Violate the great principle which declares that “no hu- 
man authority can, in any case whatever, control or interfere 
with the rights of conscience,” as well as that which proclaims 
that “all men are born equally free aid independent,” and there 
isanend of liberty. Itis at the threshold such assumptions of 
power must be combatted; and I must be excused for declining 
to lend myself a willing instrument to gratify an idle curiosity, 
or to minister to the prying inquisitiveness of superstitious pre- 
judice and ignorance on the one hand, or the designing artifices 
of reckless demagogucism on the other. In making this de- 
claration, [ disclaim all intention of disrespect to the house of 
representatives or its committee; the allusion is simply to the 
operating Causes to which we are indebted for the intended in- 
vestigation, ‘he masonic institution existed prior to and at 
the period of the adoption of the constitution; it embraced 
within the number of its members many of the purest patriots 
and wisest statesmen of the revolution—men whose minds 
were deeply imbued with the principles of civil liberty, and 
whose devotion to the rights of man had been sealed with their 
blood. Vigilant as these patiiots were in guarding the rights 
of the citizen, we find no provision in our constitution or lawa, 
prohibiting the existence of such associations, In every coun- 
try where the people have rights, which are acknowledged by 
the governinent, the right of association has not been ques- 
tioned; itis only among despots and slaves that it is forbidden. 
it was, therefore, lawful to form such societics when I became 
a member, and to belong to the order is not yetin contraven- 
tion of any law. If, then, no law has been violated, why call 
upon an individual to give evidence touching a lawful associa- 
tion? If unlawful, why call upon him to crimivate himself? 
And why compel him to violate a confidence reposed, under the 


penalty of imprisonment, if he refuses to sacrifice his honor 
and his rights, 


The masonic institution, so far as my knowledge of it ex- 
tends, inculcates obedience to the laws of the country, and the 
practice of every moral virtue congenial to the precepts of the 
highest standard of moral excellence: in all its principles it is 
entirely unconnected with the political conflicts of the day.— 
So far as lam acquainted with its objects orits designs, they are 
essentially charitable, and I am free to say that it never can, for 
one moment, have the slightest influence in elections, or in ju- 
dicial proceedings, unless prostrated from all its original purity; 
and I have no reason to believe that the members of that so- 
ciety are less pure in morals, orless patriotic in sentiment and 
action, than any similar number of other American citizens. 

Entertaining the highest respect for the house of representa- 
tives, and for the committee emanating from their authority, it 
is with reluctance [am constrained, by principles coeval with 
civil liberty itself, to question the power claimed, as in direct 
contravention of constitutional rights, and an infringement of 
principles on which rests the foundation of Americau liberty. 

Disavowing, therefore, any and every the remotest intention 
of disrespect to the house of representatives, or to the commit- 
tee of its appointment, I feel myself bound by considerations 
of duty, which | owe not more to myself individually, than to 
the freemen of Pennsylvania generally, to resist by all lawful 
means every encroachinent, under what pretence soever the 
same may be made, upon the rights of conscience; every at- 
tempt, however specious, to abridge the privileges of the citi- 
zen, Or to infringe in any the slightest degree upon the liber- 
ties and immunities of the peopie as secured to them individu- 
ally and collectively by the constitution. 

And to this end I respectfully, but solemnly, repeat my pro- 
test against, and utterly deny the right of the committee of the 
house of representatives itself, or of any other human power, 
to interfere with my constitutional rights asa free citizen of 
the state of Peunsylvania, with my privileges as a free agent, 
or with the indulgence of my predilections to form such asso- 
cialions, not prohibited by law, nor violating any provision of 
the constitution, as [ may, from time to time, think proper; or 
to interrogate me concerning the same, orto compel me to 
answer in any wise in relation thereto. 

I therefore respectfully decline appearing before the commit- 
tee as required by the subpmna. J dothis with the less reluc- 
tance, as there are numerous Other members of the association, 
both in and out of the house of representatives, whose know- 
ledge on the subject of masonry is doubtless much more accu- 
rate and minute than my own, (not having visited a Jodge, nor 
paid any attention to the subject, for the last fifleen or twenty 
years), and who possibly differ with me in opinion in regard to 
the constitutional principles which L entertain. 

Very respectfully, 

Harrisburgh, Jan. 11, 1836, 


GEO. WOLF. 


From the editor of the Philadelphia U. States Guzette. 
[Mr. Chandler is one of the gentlemen summoned as a wit- 
ness, and in a letter under date of Harrisburgh, Jan. 18, says—] 
This afiernoon the committee appointed to examine into the 
evils of freemasoury, met. The place designated, was the su- 
preme court roomin the capitol—but the crowd was 80 great 
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that it was found necessary to hold the meeting in the hall of 
representatives, the committee occupying the place in front of 
the speaker’s chair. The whole spacious room was crowded. 
The chairman then directed that the names of the persons sum- 
inoned should be called over, this was done, and those who 
were present answered to their names. 


The preliminary business having been despatched, the first 
person called, was Joseph R. Chandler, of Philadelphia—he 
came forward and received from the chairman, the bible—but 
When the administration of the oath was commenced, he signi- 
fied his disinclination to take an oath, of which he had not been 
informed of the obligations. Mr. Stevens, (chairman), then 
repeated the words of the eath. Mr. Chandler then asked to 
have it reduced to writing. This was refused at first, Mr. —— 
—— objecting to such an unusual course. Mr. Spackman 
moved that the wish should be complied with. 

Mr. Stevens remarked to Mr. Chandler that it was the oath 
customarily administered—and he added that no questions 
which he or the committee should put should have any relation 
10 the LANGUAGE Of masonry. 

Mr, Spackwan’s motion finally prevailed, Mr. Stevens being 
in its fayor, and the oath was shown to Mr. Chandler. 

Mr. Chandler observed, that though the oath was not what 
he expected, in point of language, yet, taking it, would be an 
admission at once of the right of the committee to make the 
investigation—and, having once admitted that, the committee, 
and not he, would have the power to decide as to the propriety 
of any question which might be put by any member of the com- 
mittee, he therefore, declined taking the oath—and asked to be 
allowed to state his reasons in the form of a protest. The 
chairman readily granted permission—and Mr. C. then reada 
protest against the assumption of rights on the part of the com- 
mittee, and declaring his fixed determination not to acknow- 
ledge a power in the committee to do that which is expressly 
forbidden by ‘‘the bill of rights,” in the constitution of the state, 
and not to surrender, for himself and others, any right clearly 
conceded by that instrument. 

Mr. C. was then informed that his protest would be filed by 
the committee—and that his refusal. to testify would be report- 
ed to the house for their action, and that he (Mr. C.) must hold 
himself subject to the decision of that body. 


(Similar proceedings were had in the cases of 7’. B. Free- 
man, S. M. Stewart, W. Stevens, Charles Schnider, Charles 
Stout, Samuel H. Perkins, Josiah Randall, Judge Pendleton, 
George M. Dallas, the rev. Mr. Sprole and some others.) 

When Geo. M. Dallas, esq. was called—he stepped forward 
to the member’s desk nearest the committee, and intimated a 
disposition to stand there—this was refused, by the chairman, 
and Mr. D. was directed to coine, not only “‘before,”? but ‘close 
to”? the commitiee. The oath was then tendered, which he 
was told was the same offered to Mr. Chandler—Mr. Dallas re- 
fused to take it, assigning his reasons in a speech of surpassing 
eloquence, occasionally marked by caustic satire, but generally 
lofty sentiments of patriotism, of devotion to the coustitution, 
and of respect to the masonic order, 


We add some of the protests of the gentlemen:— 


MR. CHANDLER’S PROTEST. 

To the committee appointed by the house of representatives of 
the legislature of Pennsylvania, on the petitions of sundry 
citizens, to inquire into the evils of freemasonry. 
Gentlemen:—lI protest aguinst taking the oath which you now 

tender to me, upon the grounds that no committee of the house 

of representatives, nor the house of representatives itself pos- 
sesses, in my Opinion, the right to require of me to give answers 

to questions Which may be propounded under that oath. If I 

have violated any law of Pennsylvania, | aim obnoxious to its 

penalties, to be pronounced in a court of justice, but even then, 

1 am not to be compelled to give testimony on wy own trial. 

I considered, when I entered the masonic order, that I was 
‘tin the pursuit of happiness,’’ by means recognised in the Jaws 
of many states, and certainly denied by the statutes of no com- 
monwealth in the union. No principle of the order has come 
to my knowledge by which my opinion of its usefulness to its 
members, Or its consistency with the general welfare, has been 
changed. If the legislature of Pennsylvania hag received in- 
formation charging freemasons with hostility to the general 
weal, it would seem to be in accordance with the spirit of our 
government te summon the accuser to sustain their charges, 
and give to the acensed the option of making a defence, if in- 
deed the question was not rather the business of the judiciary 
department. 

if the legislature of this state had a right to-day to cali me 
before its committee, and to demand from me answers on the 
subject of masonry, they will have the same right to-morrow, 
to entertain a charge against some of the privacies of my do- 
mestic relations, to compel me to give testimony in matters 
hitherto deemed beyond the reach of public investigation. 

If the legislature will pass a constitutional law, prohibiting 
the existence of masonic associations, [ shali be the first to 
withdraw from all communion with the order, without refer- 
ence tothe weight of penalties, and shall feel bound to bear 
<estimony, in a court of justice, against any masons who might, 
within my knowledge, violate the statute. 

But as a citizen of the state of Pennsylvania, whose privi- 
Jeges are set forth in the ‘bill of rights,’’ in the constitution of 
the commonwealth, [ solemnly, but most respectfully protest 
against the right asserted by the legislature and its committee, 
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of forcing testimony from me in the matter on which I have 
been summoned, and to the extent which that will allow. 

In thus asserting my own rights, as a man and a citizen, and 
protesting against a measure which lL deem a violation of those 
rights, [ trust the committee will find nothing in my language 
which wears even the appearance of disrespect; no such feel- 
ingis entertained. L have, on a simple summons, which might 
have been most easily evaded, left my family and my business, 
both most urgently requiring my presence, and in an inclement 
season, aud with impaired health, come to the capitol of a state, 
to show my regard to the citation of the legislature. The 
coming, involved only arisk of health, an increase of solici- 
tude, a deprivation of comforts and a considerable pecuniary 
sacrifice. But the assumption of an oath would be a violation 
of my conscience, in giving up a sacred right, received from 
the past, to be handed down to a coming generation. 

JOS. R, CHANDLER. 

January 18, 1836, 


PROTEST OF SAMUEL H. PERKINS. 

Gentlemen:—At a great personal inconvenience I appear be- 
fore you, in obedience to a subpm@na from the house of repre- 
sentatives. Respect to the same high authority would induce 
ine to subimnit to any course of examination your wisdom might 
adopt, could I do so, without sacrificing in my person, those 
unalienable tights guarantied to every inhabitant of this com- 
monwealth, however humble. 

In the language of the subpoena, I am called upon ‘‘to testify 
my knowledge touching the evils of freemasonry.”? I am a 
member of that society, | became such ‘in the pursuit of bap- 
piness,’? ina manner sanctioned by the laws of the lana, and 
sustained by publie opinion. I found that pursuit expressly 
enumerated among certain and indefeasible rights. During 
the sixteen years that Ll have belonged to that society I have 
discovered no evils of freemasonry, but such as are incident to 
every merely human institution; and none 83 great as have 
been repeatedly alleged against every sect into which Chiristi- 
anity is divided. 

if I have violated any law, I ask to be tried by a jury of my 
country, and to be protected from popular prejudice and politi- 
cal excitement, by all those safeguards of liberty, Which the 
constitution has thrown around every citizen, even the most 
guilty. 

I have sworn to support the constitution and laws of this 
state. In that constitution I find it ‘recognised and unalter- 
ably established, that all men have an inherent and indefeasi- 
ble right of acquiring, possessing and protecting property and 
reputation, and of pursuing their own happiness.’?? With every 
disposition to gratify the committee, | feel that I should not be 
abiding by that oath, if [ consented to take the one now \ten- 
dered. Reason and conscience compel me to this conclusion 
against my inclination; and at the risk of much personal incon- 
venience, and great pecuniary loss. Butif the declaration of 
rights embodied in our constitution will not protect me in the 
enjoyment of those enumerated in the first section, and declar- 
ed to be inherent and indefeasible; | can see no security for 
those no less sacred ones contained in the third section. With 
every respect for this committee and the honorable body from 
which they emanate, I must therefore respectfully, but firmly 
decline taking upon myself the obligations imposed by the oath 
just tendered, and solemnly protest against the right assumed, 

SAMUEL H. PERKINS. 
To the committee of the house of representatives, §c. 
January 18, 1836. 


PROTEST OF JOSIAH RANDALL, ESQ. 
Harrisburgh, (Capitol) Jan. 18, 1836. 

Sir:—The undersigned has, in obedience to a subpena served 
on him, attended the honorable committee appointed by the 
house of representatives, of which you are chairman. He de- 
clines any examination before the committee in relation to the 
subjects referred to them, and for this course he will briefly 
state his reasons. 

He isa freemason; has been so for twenty years and upwards, 
and, in former times, has assisted in making others freemasons. 
In so being and doing he has violated no law, human or divine. 
He knows of no infraction of the rights of conscience, or vio- 
lation of the laws of the commonwealth, committed by any 
lodge, grand or snbordinate, or by any body of masons, or any 
individual acting as such. 

During the time the undersigned has been a mason he has 
never known a political vote given in committee, caucus, con- 
vention, at the polls, or clsewhere that was governed by ma- 
sonic considerations; nor did he ever know any selection or 
appointment to office, either popular, legislative, executive or 
judicial, which he had any reason to believe was influenced by 
such considerations. He has, also, during the same period, 
been closely and somewhat extensively connected with the 
administration of justice; he has been counsel in many cases, 
where one of the parties was a mason, and the other not a ma- 
son; sometimes he has been concerned for the mason and some- 
times against him, aud he solemnly affirms that he never knew 
a judge, arbitrator, jnror or witness, selected, preferred or 
avoided because he was, or waz not, a mason; nor has he ever 
known a judicial decision made, which he had the slightest 
reason to suppose was governed or influenced by masonic feel- 
ings, fellowship or connection, 
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For the last ten years the undersigned has not been a contri- 
buting member of any subordinate lodge, and has ceased to take 
an active partin the concerns of the order, yet, without intend- 
ing to impugn the motives of others who may differ from him, 
he does most cheerfully give his attestation to the absolute and 
entire purity and innocence of the principles of the institution. 

The undersigned feels satisfied that, in his masonic connec- 
tion, he has violated uo public law, nor disregarded any public 
duty; if he had, he knows of no authority in the legislature, or 
any committee acting under it, to compel him either to answer 
the charge, or to punish him, if such a charge could be substan- 
tiated. He therefore refuses to undergo any compulsory ex- 
amination before the committee upon the matters referred to 
them by the house of representatives of the commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. JOSIAH RANDALL. 

To the hon. Thaddeus Stevens, chairman, §c. 


Reasons assigned bythe rev. W. T. Sprole, for declining to take 
the oath, before the committee appointed by the house of repre- 
sentatives of Pennsylvania. 

To the committee appointed by the honorable, the house of 
representatives, convened in Harrisburgh, to inquire into the 
evils of freemasonry. 1 submit the following as reasons in- 
duced me to refuse giving testimony on oath concerning the 
order. 

{ do not feel at liberty to answer any interrogatory, where 
the supposed intention of the interrogator is rather to gratify 
personal antipathies, than to obtain information; unless con- 
viueed that such a course will result in the promotion of public 
order or private good. This committee, if there be any mean- 
ing in the resolution under which they act, have been thought 
to affirmi—at least by implication—that the order is an evil. 
The reasonableness of this conclusion appears to be with them- 
selves a subject of debate, else, why urge disclosures that shall 
acquaint them with reasons to sustain the course now taken? 
Why collect witnesses from abroad to deepen and confirm iheir 
admitted suspicions? I am, therefore, required tosustain a pre- 
mature judgment by criminating myself. lam expected to bear 
witness against the evils of freemasonry, by declaring first what 
those evils are! 

Ifthe committee know that the craft is an evil, why seek ad- 
ditional testimony? If the fact of my sustaining a connexion 
with the lodge can be tortured to an over act, the law comes in, 
and by its decisions I am prepared to abide.j If | am as yet with- 
out accusation, which is based on proof, what else can the 
committee require, unless it be to witness the peurile conduct 
of one, who is prepared to criminate himself for the sole grati- 
fication of *‘the powers that be.’?’ 

“The bill of rights’? secures to me as an individual the privi- 
lege of pursuing the advice of my own conscience, where my 
conduct does not violate the laws of the land. I contend that 
asa citizen, as aman, and as preacher of the gospel, neither 
my public ministrations, nor my private intercourse, have fur- 
nished @ wartant for the inquisitorial cognizance of any court, 
civil or ecclesiastical. While I continue a member of this com- 
munity, [ shall ever hold myself free to assume any obligation 
that does not induce an infraction of civil, relative or personal 
duties. If [ am deprived of this liberty, so much of the Declara- 
tion of Independence as speaks of ‘unalienable rights’? is to 
me an enigma; while those institutions designed to preserve 
the saine must appear impotent and useless. Yet, the commit- 
tee, without pointing to any act of my own in connexion with 
the order, that betrays an ignorance of my duty to God or man, 
would bave me sign away my rights, without promising an 
equivalent. 


My conduct is open, and I pray its investigation; but do not 
suppose that can I fall so far below myself as to wink at an in- 
fringement of those rights, which are dear to me as a man and 
asaChristian. If lam forcibly deprived of liberty of conscience, 
I submit: while in the midst of voluntary degradation, I shali 
ever cherish a nobie indifference for the wrath and violence of 
my kindred dust. 

{ deem the whole matter of the present investigation, as the 
result of misguided popular excitement—and as claiming a ser- 
vile subinission on my part, which, if rendered, wonld publish 
to the world ignorance of iny privileges, and establish a prece- 
dent, which, if carried cut, would burst every ligament now 
binding us to others, and involve our fair republic in all the hor- 
rors of anarchy and misrule. In my humble judgment, to sub- 
mit—unless compelled—would dishonor the law of the state, 
which as a good citizen [ am bound to support and protect; it 
would afford a specimen of tolerated correction, which might 
encourage restless spirits in future, to seek a name and place, 
by creating popular excitement; it would be aiding the multi- 
plication of firebrands, which if not speedily extinguished may 
consume our happiness as a nation, and reduce to smouldering 
those bulwarks that now bid proud defiance to the ruthless ag- 
gressor. 

Such is my belief, and respectfully do I now declare it to the 
committee. I have spoken conscientiously, and in the fear of 
God. If lam wrong, { desire to be convinced of my error. 

In answer to the summons of the committee, I am here. I 
fiave not troubled myself to enquire after the extent of its 
power, nor the probable consequences of the citation; one 
thing I know, that no man, nor any men, shall compel me to 
do violence to my conscience. I must also add, that your sub- 
pena was wholly unexpected; it found me in the midst of my 
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peaceful labors, acting asa minister of Christ. I have been 
dragged from the altar, constrained to relinquish the privacy of 
study, the fireside, and the domestic mercy seat, and contrary 
to all my habits, thrown into the midst of an excitement, az 
foreign to my wishes, as to my spirit. How it is that one with- 
out sustaining any relation te politics or parly—who was never 
found at the ballot box, norin any caucus, and who has inva- 
riably shunned eVen an expression of Opinion concerning any 
political question, should be singled out in this summary man- 
ner, and made a gazing stock for others, is hard to be discover- 
ed. Yet, since Lam here, | claim no sympathy from the com- 
mittee. task no charitable exception to be taken in my case, 
Gentlemen, if you are willing toconvert yourselves into a mo- 
dern Jugernaut, ROLL ON! But, remember the words of Him 
who came down from Heaven to teach—*He who offendeth 
one of these litthe ones, *twere better that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and he cast into the depths of the sea.”? 
WILLIAM T. SPROLE, 


Address of George M. Dallas, on the same occasion. 

Gentlemen of the committee: I am a citizen of Pennsylvania 
by birth and constant residence. Having imbibed ia early 
youth, [ still retain a strong sense of the free spirit of her insti- 
tutions; and am unconscious of ever having directly or indirect- 
ly, intentionally or inadvertently, committed an act or uttered 
a sentiment repugnant to her constitution, inconstent with her 
laws, injurious to her morals, or derogatory to her character. 
My present purpose is to do that which, under existing circum- 
stances, best harmonizes with my past life, and with an un- 
abated devotion to her highest, purest and most Jasting inter- 
ests, 

I am a member of the society of freemasons. It is more 
than twenty years since I beeame so. At that period, the ex- 
amples of the wisest and truest patriots, of Dr. Franklin, of ge- 
neral Washington, of general Warren, of general La Fayette, 
and of many near and dear friends, were naturally alluring: 
public opinion designated the association as alike virtuous, use- 
ful and harmless; and jegislation, which never discountenanced 
the connection, subsequently and expressly encouraged its 
continuance by signal marks of approval. In passing through 
the forms of admission, | voluntarily assumed obligations and 
duties in themselves perfectly compatible with the paramount 
obligations and duties of a citizen to his country, and tributary 
to the pursuits of enlarged philanthropy. If in the spheres of 
the institution beyond what is termed the master’s degree— 
spheres which I have not entered—or in other regions of its ex- 
istence, there are, as I cannot believe, practices or ceremonies 
opposite in their tendencies, they are irreconcileable with its 
essential aims and true character. Certainly of any such [ am 
absolutely ignorant. Itis, however, not my design nor wish to 
eulogise or defend freemasonry—I am neither authorised nor 
required to do so—my only object is distinctly to explain and 
justify my own personal attitude and actions in regard to this 
committee, 

The ninth article of the constitution of Pennsylvania. enti- 
tled a‘‘declaration of rights,’’ sets forth and unalterably es- 
tablishes *‘the general, great and essential principles of liberty 
and free government.’’? It was intended by this article to 
guarantee the citizen against the inroads of powers, exercised 
from whatsoever quarter, and under whatsoever pretext—and 
it is formally declared that ‘‘every thing in it is excepted out of 
the general powers of government, and shall for ever remain 
inviolate.”? It is above the reach of legislation. We have no 
‘omnipotence of parliament.’? Neither this committee, nor 
the house of representatives, nor the general assembly, nor all 
the organized departments of the government united can touch, 
in order to evade or violate, any one of its provisions. Itisa 
sacred repository of the practical and substantial rights and li- 
berties of the people—enumerated and reserved—inherent and 
indefeasible. When these shall be supinely yielded up, the 
freedom of which we now justly boast, must become illusory 
and vapid. 


As a private citizen of Pennsylvania, I claim with special re- 
ference to this article of her constitution, to possess and to en- 
joy rights and liberties which no earthly power can abridge or 
destroy—nor will I consent, when mindful of the gratitude [ 
owe to the community at large, to be, in the slightest degree, 
accessary to the mischief which a surrender or waiver of 
those rights and liberties, on an occasion so ostensible as this, 
might produce. [ will not consent that human authority shall 
‘in any case whatever control or interfere with the rights of con- 
science’>—I will not consent to discredit the declaration that 
‘the free communication of thoughts and opinions is one of the 
inviolable rights of man’’—I will not consent to consider as idle 
and nugatory the emphatic precaution, that “the people shall 
be secure in their persons, houses, papers and possessions, 
from unreasonable searches and seizures’’—I will not consent to 
the validity of any ‘“‘ex post facto law’?—in a word, I will not 
consent to hold my rights and liberties of private intercourse, 
private sentiment and private business, subject to the domici- 
liary visitations, the changeable majority, or the ideal policy of 
any body of men whatever. 

Il understand this committee to be empowered by the house 
of 1epresentatives to investigate what are called the evils of 
freemasonry, and for that purpose, to send for persons and pa- 
pers—and I am summoned, by subpoena tested by Thaddeus 

















Stevens, esq. its chairman, from my home, family and profes- 
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sional pursuits, to attend here in order to communicate, as a 
Witness under oath, what I may know in relation to the sub- 
ject of inquiry. 

The society of freemasons is, in this state, strictly of a pri- 
vate nature. Itis not incorporated. Like other voluntary as- 
sociations, it is neither formed nor forbidden by law. Without, 
therefore, pausing to illustrate and enforce the remark that it 
would be equally constitutional to investigate the evils of the 
society of Friends, or other societies of religion, of societies of 
politicians, of societies of convivial gaiety, or of any other of 
the countless combinations of partnerships, by which men 
strive to realize calmness of conscience, the enjoyment of life 
and liberty, the acquisition, possession and protection of pro- 
perty and reputation and the pursuit of happiness; I respectful- 
ly affirm to this committee my absolute conviction that the pro- 
ceeding which attempts, under the forms of legislation and 
through my own agency, to pry into, expose, condemn and ri- 
dicuie my personal doings and relations with this body of citi- 
zens, is as ullerly inconsistent with the tenor and terms of the 


constitution, as ils expansion to similar cases would be fatal to 
freedom 


Superadded to the considerations at which I have thus 
glanced, it is impossible for me to be insensible to the just dic- 
tates of personal honor. Assuredly this sentiment should never 
restrain any one from denouncing what is criminal or disho- 
nest; and were [ acquainted with any thing of that nature in 
the operations or tendencies of freemasonry, nothing could 
bind me to silence. But 1 was received by this association into 
its confidence upon my own application—t have been allowed 
a knowledge of the modes in which its members identify each 
other and avoid deeeptions upon their benevolence—at a time 
when neither law, nor public opinion, nor my own conscience, 
suggested a doubt of its correctness, | engaged myself to secre- 
cy—and I cannot without a sense of treachery and degradation 
which would embitter all my future life, prove false to my pro- 
mise. Better by far endure the penalties of alleged contuma- 
cy, be what they may. 

i have thought it due to the committee and to myself to pre- 
face, by these explanatory remarks, my refusal to be sworn. 

G. M. DALLAS. 


It appears that from one hundred to one hundred and fifty 
persons were summoned as witnesses—many of them being of 
the most respectable citizens of the state. They all pursued 
the same course. Each refused to be sworn or examined.— 


Among them was Mr. Justice Gibson, of the supreme court of 
Pennsylvania. 


Harrisburgh, Jan. 20. Mr. Stevens, from the committee on 
masonry, introduced to-day, a report, stating that various per- 
sons subponaed had attended, but refused to be sworn, alleging 
their reasons for their refusal. The report spoke in high terms 
of the courteous demeanor of the persons subpcenaed, with the 
exception of George M. Dallas, esq. and the rev. Mr. Sprole, 
whom it censured for indecorous and insolent conduct. 

It concluded with a resolution, directing the sergeant-at-arms 
to arrest the persons named, and bring them to the bar of the 
house to answer the charge of contempt. This resolution ex- 
cited a debate, which, for ability and interest, has been sel- 
dom equalled. The course of the committee was sustained 
and vindicated by Mr. Stevens, Mr. Reed, Mr. Spackman and 
some others. It was opposed by several gentlemen, among 
whom Mr. T. 38. Smith and Mr. Hall were conspicuous. 

Mr. Smith entered at length into an examination of the pow- 
ers of the house, and contended that the course recommended 
by the committee was a flagrant violation of the constitutional 
rights of the people. His arguinents were forcible, and had 
great effect upon the house. ‘The efforts of Messrs. Spackman 
and Reed, in support of measures proposed, were also of a high 
order, and reflect upon those gentlemen great credit. Philadel- 
phia has no reason to be ashamed of her representatives. The 
delegation throughout is an excellent one. The resolution was 
carried by a vote of 47 to 43.* The gentlemen who have been 
subpenaed, and who were anxious spectators of the debate, 
will, therefore, be arrested, and brouglit before the house to- 
morrow, [ Philad. Ing. 





*The yeas and nays were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brooke, Buckman, Carson, Clarke, Comly, 
Cowan, Cox, Davies, Frew, Gebiart, Gilbert, Hershe, Hunter, 
Hutchinson, of Chester, Karne, Kauffman, Kennedy, Krause, 
of Dauphin, Krause, of Lebanon, McConnell, McDonald, Mc- 


line, Neal, Nesbitt, Oliver, Patterson, Pennypacker, Reed, Rei- 
gel, Schall, G. W. Sinith, Spackinan, Stevens, Stinson, Stoehr, 


Taylor, Walker, of Allegheny, Walker, of Erie, Watts, Wyant, 
Middleswarth, speaker—47. 


NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bidlack, Bringhurst, Bullock, 
Burson, Conrad, Curran, Derr, Dewart, Douglass, Ferguson, 
Gamble, Garretson, Hall, Hasson. Hill, Hottenstein, Hubbell, 
Huston, of Fayette, Huston, of Northampton, Hutchinson, of 
Philadelphia, Jackson, Jones, Kirk, McClelland, McClure, 
Myer, Norton, Parker, Reinhart, Sheetz, J. B. Smith, T. S. 
Smith, Stouffer, Stout, Taggart, Thompson, Trego, Ulrich, 
Wagener, Weygandt, Woodward, Work—43. 

Absent—Messrs. Emmert, Ewing, Graham, Harrison, Hud- 
son, Krumbhaar, McCarter, Watson, Wynkoop. 
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OG-The following is said to be a part of a letter from a cer- 
tain John Wallace to gov. Wolf, aud is published to vindicate 
the proceedings of the commitiee: 

‘‘] am a devoted Jackson man, a democrat, a royal arch ma- 
son, and your friend, as my conduct, us a judge of our election 
place, will substantially prove.”’ 

fiOn the 2st inst. the gentlemen who had been summoned 
as witnesses to bear testimony, were presented at the bar of 
the house of representatives by the sergeant-at-arms, and aguin 
called upon to take the oath—which they all, again, *‘respect- 
fully declined.”? And a motion being made and carried that 
they should be heard in their defence, Mr. Dallas rose and 
made a speech, shewing his reasons why the same should not 
be required, &e. 

It was then proposed that they should be reprimanded by the 
speaker—but this was rejected, ayes 40, nays 50. And finally, 
the matter ended in discharging the whole of the witnesses.— 
So that the state pays the cost, and the witnesses have wended 
their way home as well as they might, at this unpleasant sea- 
son. 

On Friday last, Mr. Stevens, the chairman of the committee, 
offered a resolution that the recusant witnesses **be committed 
to the custody of the sergeant-at-arms, until delivered by due 
course of law.”? For this Mr. Spackman offered a substitute 
in these words: 

Resolved, That the house forbear to punish the contempt 
committed against the house by the witnesses who have refus- 
ed to testify before the house, and the committee appointed to 
investigate the evils of freemasonry and secret societies; and 
that the said witnesses be discharged from the custody of the 
sergeant-at-arins, forthwith. 

The following was the vote on Mr. Spackman’s amend- 
ment— 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bidlack, Bringhurst, Bullock, 
Burson, Comly, Conrad, Cowen, Curran, Derr, Deward, Doug- 
lass, Ferguson, Gamble, Garretson, Hall, Harrison, Hasson, 
Hill, Hottenstein, Hubbell, Huston, Fayette, Huston, North- 
ampton, Hutchinson, Philadelphia, Jackson, Jones, Kirk, 
McCletland, McClure, Myer, Norton, Rinehart, J. B. Smith, 
Sheetz, T. S. Smith, Spackman, Stouffer, Stout, Taggart, 
Thompson, Trego, Ulrich, Waguer, Watson, Weygandt, Wood- 
ward, Work, Wyant—48. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brooke, Carson, Clarke, Cox, Davies, Em- 
mert, Frew, Gebhart, Gilbert, Graham, Hershe, Hudson, Hun- 
ter, Hutchison, Chester; Karns, Kauffman, Kennedy, D. 
Krause, J. Krause, McConnell, McDonald, McSheiry, Mayer, 
Mendenhall, Metzgar, Miller, Montelius, Neal, Nesbit, Oliver, 
Patterson, Parker, Penuypacker, Reed, Reigel, Schall,G. W. 
Smith, Stevens, Stinson, Stoehir, ‘Taylor, Waiker, Allegheny; 
Walker, Erie; Watts, Middleswarth, speaker—45 

The resolution then passed as amended by the same vote as 


the amendment, with the exception of Messrs. Parker and 
Brooke who voted in the affirmative. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS. 
Mr. Walker, of Erie, chuirman. 

The committee of ways and means submit the following re- 
port, viz: 

They would here mention that it is their intention at a later 
period in the session, to make an additional report, not only 
exhibiting the condition of the treasury, its inability to meet 
the necessary demands upon it, but suggesting their views of the 
ways and means by which the defect may be supplied. 

Your committee will not now attempt to expose or reconcile 
apparent discrepancies in the different financial reports made 
to this house by the auditor general, the commissioners of the 
internal improvement fund, and the state treasurer; neither 
will they now direct the attention of the house to that part of 
the message of the late executive that gives an exhibit of the 
financial condition of the state, further than is necessary to a 
correct understanding of the recvipts and expenditures at the 
treasury, for the year 1836. 

It is the intention of the committee, in this report, to go no 
further than to exhibit the condition of the finances, that the in- 
ability of the treasury to meet the demands upon it, may at an 
early day be known. 

Your committee have examined the different reporta above 
referred to,as also that of the canal commissioners. They 
have compared them with each other, and arrived at the fol- 
lowing result: 

Estimated receipts into the treasury, for the year 1836. 
Canal and rail road tolls... .... cece eee eee ce eee ee «81,000,000 00 
Collateral inheritances, .....ccc cece cece ecccecceeese 30,000 00 
Dividends on bank and other stocks.... ... seveeees 178,000 00 
County rates and levie8......... 6 cece cece eee eees + 190,000 00 
Tax and personal property......... ececeeee cece .««- 25,000 00 
Land and land office fees...........ceceeeeeeeceess 00,000 00 
Tax on bank dividend, .........ccccceeeeeecees cess 85,000 00 


Tax on offices and writs. .............. nad ted --... 38,000 00 
STE, MOP UIE 060d ob whic 65s Sd cKcd Be ceKéce eeeeeese 50,000 00 
Retailer’s licenzes....... nenese suvesacte eeeessecess 65,000 00 


Auction commissions and duties........ 
Premiums on bank charters.............06- seeeeeee 7,500 00 
Premium on loan of 1835............. Sadbiode ccvcene Ogtew On 
Various small receipts...... Peedos 6 cvvdee eeeeeesess 11,600 00 
Balance in the treasury lst November, 1835.........195,775 10 


eeeeeceeees 65,000 00 





$1,998,672 04 
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Making receipts into the (reasury in the year 1836, from the 
ordinary sources, one million nine hundred and ninety-eight 
thousand six hundred and seventy-two dollars and four cents. 

The estimated payments are as follows: 

Interest On Canal 1loan...... ce cece ceeeee co eee Bl 111,500 00 
Pay of collectors, lock-keepers, RC.ecececeeccceeses 78,000 00 
Expenses Of gOVErnMent......6 ccceeececee ee eevee s 23,000 00 
Militia CXPONSCS........ ccc cecece cere cccseccccseces $1,000 00 
Pensions and gratuities........eccceccececeececssee JU,000 00 
Colleges, academies and common schools........... 97,000 00 
Interest on loans not pertaining to canais and rail 

TORS . ccccccccecseccccscees covccsscccccscceseeslOl 437 50 
Guarantee of interest on stock of the Bald Eagle and 

Spring creek navigation stock............+.0+-++ 5,000 00 
Guarantee of interest on Tioga navigation stock..... 3,750 06 
Temporary loan per act of 17th January, 1835.......250,000 00 
Several other EXPensesS...... .ccceecececcccseeecess 21,d04 59 





$1,952,542 09 
To the above must be added the following charges upon the 
treasury, not included in the treasurer’s report, but which are 
proper charges on the revenue of the year, viz: 
Repairs of canal and rail roads as estimated by the 
Canal COMMISSIONCTS, ...... cece eceeseeecee sees Sd00,000 00 
Cost of maintaining motive power..... ceeeceeesers + 100,000 00 
Pay of canal commissioners, appraisers, secretary 
and office expenses,.......... e coccccscccccccvces 10,000 OO 
Guarantee on Danville and Pottsville stock......... 15,000 00 
‘Temporary loan by act of 15th of April, 1835......... 74,440 00 





Making...... ccccccccccecccsecscescecgpio9,440 00 





Amount of necessary expenditures..............$2,451,982 09 
Deduct receipts a3 SHOWN ...... cece ee cece ee eee ees 1,998,672 04 





And there is a deficit of revenue for 1836 of...... ..9$453,310 05 

To a conclusion more favorable to the treasury than the 
above, your commitice have not been able to arrive. 

To this sum of $153,310 05, might be added $20,000, the esti- 
mated expense of a convention to alter the constitution, which 
would make a deficit of $473,340 05. But as the convention 
may not assemble during the present year, your committee 
Omit itin their calcuiation. 

[tis to be observed, that in the foregoing calculations, the 
committee have not included all appropriations said by the ca- 
nal commissioners, at page eighteen, of their report, to be ‘‘re- 
quired for the current year.”’ 

The following appropriations, said to be “required for the 
current year,’’ have been omitted, viz: 


T'o complete the Columbia railway... ......66 6.005 -Q12,551 95 
Do. the Portage Bs cecccses oseece woes 42,461 40 
Do. the Tangascootack extension........ e000. «+L 12,017 08 
Required within the present year, for reservoirs..... 60,060 00 
To pay damages............ S wboece cesecs coccsccese 20,000 00 


Do. the award recovered by individuals, for damages 
done to their lands, in taking the tunne! through 
Grant’s Will... ccccccccccsercccesceves coscsecccce 9,009 37 

Do. retained per centage. .......eeceeceseseeececees 20,000 00 

Do. for four additional locomotive engines, and for 
ropes, repairing machinery, and debts due for mo- 
live power upon the Portage 

For twenty locomotive engines, and for ropes upon 
the Columbia rail road 


61,117 42 
136,748 59 


Making the sum of $479,780 81 
Which the canal commissioners say is required to 
be appropriated for the current year, 


Add the deficit as above 453,310 05 


And there will be found, to meet the ordinary ex- 

penses and appropriations, said to be required, a 

deficiency of $933,090 86 

Your committee have extended their inquiries beyond the 
present year, but forbear, in this report, to submit the result. 
That will be done when they give to the house, their views of 
the ways and means by which the treasury may be enabled to 
meet all demands against it. How the means can be raised to 
supply the deficiency, your committee do not now see. 

This report has been made, that the house, as well as the 
committee of ways and ineans, may direct its attention to the 
subject. It is one of deep interest—because the honor and 
standing of the state are involved in it. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
FINANCES OF MARYLAND. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 

The treasurer of the Western Shore has the honor to report 
that he advertised, as directed by ch. 241, of the acts of the last 
general assembly, for proposals for the two loans required by the 
said act, and on the 5th of June last, contracted with Messrs. 
J. I. Cohen, jr. & Brothers, of Baliimore, for the loan of two 
millions of dollars with a premium of $16 40-100 per cent. and 
on the 15th of July following, with the same gentlemen, toge- 
ther with Messrs. Alexander Brown & Sons, of Baltimore, and 
Messrs. Thomas Biddle & Co. of Philadelphia, for the loan of 
one million of dollars, with a premium of $17 69-100 per cent. 

With the proffered consent, however, of these last named 





contractors, and for the benefit of the state, $17,000 of this last 


er ee eS ee a a 





loan, Were accorded to the presidetit and directors of the Fre- 
derick county bank, at a premium of $22 per cent. 

These loans are payable into the treasury by instalments pre- 
viously fixed by the companies respectively, for the prosecu- 
tion Of Whose works they were wanted, and the premium is to 
be paid in the stock issuable for them, at the rate contracted to 
be given for it by the purchasers respectively—a stipulation re- 
quired by the treasurer, to secure the simultaneous investment 
of the premium for the benefit of the sinking fund, at the whole- 
sale price the stock might command. 

In the year ended Ist Dec. 1835, he received $1,507,546 73, viz: 
On account of— 


PE ee, a 
Andrew McLaugbhilin........ bu. cae shecenae ose tncs IEE 
I Me coos cul biceé cccecee occbocces cccotenne eo 
Bank stock—for dividends............. oe 
Costs of suits....... Sax60d00'6000dses acancdad eseerint 22 90 
Fines and forfeitures.......... 0.000. ee 
PONG sabe onnedsabedoeccse 6needtecaccéoscoee GHEE 
Interest—on personal ACCOUNS.....ceececeee cece cees 4,224 71 
Lincenses—to auctioneers........... oeccesccaseece tH ae 


OF BEMIArE tables 0.03. ccncccccscccceles Gen OF 
to dealers in lottery tickets.............. 7,124 50 


to hawkers and pediars........... 0000. . 667 15 
of marriages..... Con he.o40406008 600g 6 0088 6,925 12 
of ordinaries.......... Cecevcescocces ses . 19,403 37 
for races and fisheries. ....cccccccccccecs 142 50 
to retail spirituous liquors............... 543 51 
OE CRN sb nccs éseseccceces © cecccc cece tee’ OS 
to victuallers.........e00e. cscccccccceee 143 60 
Loan of 1835—per ch. 308 of 1834............ soeeeee- 15,000 00 
Road stock—for dividends............00 e000 «eeeee- "6,075 00 
Special deposites—of principal $107,038 16—for in- 

SOPREE BTS BS. ccccccccccccsess 0008 seceedescece 114,059 12 
eee OF Pe CONE. GOREN oo noc s ccceseweccd cocces dcetteue 344 50 
State 6 per cent. StOCK.....ccccccccccccccs < esabee 1,099 548 00 
8 rrr “Sarerrrrrirsr errr 15,120 19 
State tobacco inspection in Baltimore.............. . 21,745 86 
PG TR COON 6c cccccc ccectebe coccss TYTTI TTT TTT ee 
EEE See STUUIMEEOED. oc cordccstces. sucedsu dee eee eee 14,690 26 
Tax for the use of the Colonization society........ «+» 460 75 
TH WP PRMITIEED. og oon ccc tuccecncdecoes eete copa vesees 4.014 71 
The Baltimore and Ohio rail road company —for inter- 

@8t ON AAVANCEE.... cece ceeeces sseeevecccsccccce OlOT 50 


The Baltimore and Susquehannah rail road company 
—for interest on bonds $500—on advances $1,560., 2,060 00 
The Chesapeake and Oliio canal company—for inter- 


OG Ce Bas sons 2b 00dc ose cece sBoe cbsd cece cee ... 10,100 00 
The Eastern Shore treasury..... 04 ab e6eéeecocss Cet 16.675 19 
DO PG GOD ones 66s notices sosecdcnessseesesie 1,575 72 
The Merchants? bank of Baltimore—first instalment 

OF DR cn ccc decces 0060 09 taste 66ss cece cece cess see Ge 
The penitentiary—for interest. ...ce. cece cece ceeees 3,024 86 
The state’s wharves in Baltimore........eeeeeeeesee 1,851 88 
The Union Mannfacturing company of Maryland..... 200 00 
The university of Maryland—for interest...... Jeeves - 125 00 





And there remained in the Western Shore treasury, 
Ist December, 1834......cceccceveesvsececesceeessO1,30? 49 





Making an aggregate of............ o oees ceee 1,008,994 I 

He disbursed in that year, $1,509,856 03, on the following ac- 
eounts, viz: 

EVs GI ns'b.0'0 5 cc cc odes dbaterccncsetosocccesens. MD Fe 
Colleges, academies and schools..........eeeeee0+- 18,600 00 
CAOUIUNENTES dv. bee ce cvercccecce eccsecccccchsbectce . Nghe FO 
Contingent Expenses .... ccc cece cececceeceecceseee 2,879 73 
Indian annuities ......... 000 ecpeedecbevees 58 37 
Interest on the public debt......... e000 cece cece sees 100,081 36 
Miscellaneous @XPeNses ..cccceeccccccceceeececececse 18,819 95 
Pensions to officers and soldiers of the revolution... 14.778 &3 
State COlOMization, .....606 cocecceccccscessessesee 7,000 00 
State tohacco inspection in Ballimore.............. 6,395 75 
The Baltimore & Susquehannah rail road company 300.000 00 
The Chesapeake and Ohio canal company..........800,000 090 
The indigent deaf and dumb......ccecceescecesesss 2,108 97 








The judiciary....... o 6esae0n¢ es oee 4 0b 6060660060668 39.390 55 
The legislature..... senacnen shestace eascecceceseces Ge ae 
The library ....... p hancesnsenbaconecoaese neces esses 1,803 73 
The mavor and city council of Baltimore........ -.. 20,000 90 
The militia. .......eeeees ee debcccesces sesseesessess 3,008 00 
The penitentiary ... ccoccecsscccccccccccccsccscccce 15,000 06 
The public buildings at the seat of government..... . 8.676 80 
The sinking fund.........-65 «. occccccccccccccccce GO, tas OD 
The state colonization society........ cocenece cecncs 9275 50 
The state’s tobacco warehouses in Baltimore ....... 6.319 15 
The university Of Maryland..ccccce ce ccvessecececs 5,000 00 
The Washington monument........-- coccccvccccccs glad 19 
1,509,356 03 

And there remained in the W. Shore treasury, Ist 
Dec. 1835, the balance of........-+- anseenaeeeecad $29,078 19 

Subject to appropriations to Ist Dee. 1835, amount- 
IM UO oc ccee voces ane ooenceeses 060500 cecces ceceueeee eee we 





* This sum includes $5,625 for dividend on Baltimore and 
Ohio rai! road stock. 
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The treasurer estimates the receipts from all sources, for the 


year 1836, at eeeeeeaee eevee eeee eeeeccceseccnes 0000 grz044,302 98 
And the expenditures at ..cccsesceessseccecees 2,037,067 04 





Leaving the balance on the Ist Dec. 1836, of........7,295 94 


Statement of the state's capital, 1st December, 1835. 
PRODUCTIVE. 

Bonds of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company $800,000 00 
Bonds of the Baltimore and Susquehannah rail road 

COMPANY ..- cece eeereeeeee eee eeee eeeeeese sececeee 300,000 00 

Stock of the Baltimore & Ohio rail road company...500,000 00 
Same, for the construction of the 

Washington branch.........ccccceeccceeeeees .... 000,000 00 
Bonds of the medical professors of the university of 

SE cccccescnnees 090000 sesen Noe ok 

Stock of the Farmers’ bank of Md...............+..190,000 00 

Bank of Baltimore. ............ ve eeeeee 174,000 00 

Mechanics’ bank of Baltimore ..........46,500 00 

Union bank of Maryland..........+.....31,800 00 

Hagerstown bank ......c0ceeeeeee veeeee 20,000 00 

Commercial & Farmers’ bank of Balt... ..21,666 66 

Farmers & Merchants’ bank of Baltimore 15,000 00 

Franklin bank of Baltimore.............15,000 00 


Marine bank of Baltimore............... 10,000 00 
Baltimore and Frederick town turn- 
pike road COMPANY.......0 cece ceeeees 10,000 00 
Baltimore & Yorktown turnpike road 
COMDGRY oo oc cccc veccccce caseeces cece cd Oe OO 


Union Manufacturing company of Md...10,000 00 

Loan to the trustees of Charlotte Hall school..........2,666 67 
Due from the sheriffs, clerks, collectors, inspectors 

BNA QUCLIONCETS 2. csscccccce ceccce cccccece cece cese 40,890 00 








$2,699,541 58 








UNPRODUCTIVE. 

Loan tothe trustees of St. Peter’s free school in 
Baltimore .... .cccccccccccccccces cecses se eseeeeee 3,000 00 

Loan to the president and directors of the Potomac 
COMPANY .....eeeeececees O00 coccce soesenceces ( 36,0090 00 
Interest thereon to 16th May, 1825.............. *~ 13,280 00 
Stock of the Potomac company............ ee008. 120,444 44 
Stock of the Elkton bank of Maryland............... 10,000 00 
Chesapeake and Delaware canal co... 50,000 00 
Do and Ohio rey 625,000 00 
Balt. and Susq. rail road company..... 100,000 00 

Bonds installed and not installed, exclusive of in- 
C0 2) 606000 0000 80006008 ns00 cece sees 11,124 90 
962,849 34 
$3,662,390 92 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Public schools. In the house of representatives of this state, 
on 8th inst. the secretary of the commouwealtl presented the 
annual abstract of the scliool returns. 

The Boston Daily Advertiser, says:—The information con- 
tained in this document is calculated to be so valuable and im- 
portant, that it is to be regretted that the remissness of several 
towns should render it incomplete. When the abstract was 
prepared, thirty towns had no report whatever. Returns have 
been received from 227 towns; but from 56 of these they were 
not received within the time prescribed by law. In these 227 
towns, there are 2,397 school districts. The number of male 
children, attending echool, between the ages of four and six- 
teen, was 73,254, and of female children, 68,823. ‘There were 
2,088 male, and 2,548 female instructers. ‘The amount rais- 
ed by tax for the support of schools was $346,857 89; and 

,868 28 were raised by contribution for the same purpose. 

he average number of scholars attending academies and pri- 

vate schools was 23,278, and the estimated amount paid for 

their tuition $209,194 07. Of the above towns, 78 are in pos- 

session of local funds, applicable to the purposes of education; 

of the others, 192 have no such funds, and by eight, no return 
respecting this fact was made. 

ILLINOIS. 

The subjoined letter, from one of the most distinguished and 
influential men in [linois, enclosing the following resolutions, 
has been sent us for publication in the Sun: 

Vandalia, Dec. 19, 1835, 
To the editor of the Washington Sun: 

Dear sir: I enclose you a copy ofa set of resolutions passed 
this day, in the senate of the Illinois legislature. The friends 
of judge White are sanguine of success. They are determined 
to stand by him, and, by so doing, they expect our present form 
of government will be preserved in its purity. 

Whereas, during the last war with England in 1812, and dur- 
ing the great political struggles of 1798, 1812, 1824 and 1828, the 
people of Pennsylvania, Virginia and the southern and western 
states, a great majority of whom are now against the election 
of Mr. Van Buren, and engaged in support of Hugh L. White, 
of Tennessee, were of the democratic party; and that as New 
York supported Burr against Jefferson, the great apostle of 





* Subscribed for deferred stock of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
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liberty, in 1801, and opposed Madison, the war president and 
democratic candidate, in 1814, when the safety and honor of 
the country and success of the war depended upon the demo- 
cratic party, and opposed general Jackson in 1824, and voted 
against bim in congress in 1825, the people’s candidate opposed 
to executive patronage; and as the New England states now 
supporting Mr. Van Buren have always been on the federal 
side in those great struggles for popular rights: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That we repudiate as grossly unjust the false 
and arrogant claim of the Van Buren party to exclusive demo- 
cracy. 

Resolved, That we have the most perfect confidence in the 
patriotism, integrity and democratic republican principles of 
Hueu L. Wuire, of Tennessee. 

Resolved, 'That we approve of his nomination by the legisla- 
tures of Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi, and that we ear- 
nestly recommend him to our fellow citizens as a proper person 
to succeed gen. Jackson as president of the United States. 

Resolved, Thatevery man who is eligible to the office of presi- 
denthhas an undeniable right to become a candidate for the same, 
without the intervention of caucuses and conventions, and that 
we deprecate as cruel and unjust the attempts which have been 
made, and are now making, by the Van Buren party, to cast 
opprobrium upon the name of judge White. 

Resolved, That we approve of the democratic doctrines a3 
laid down by Jefferson in 1801, and by Jackson in 1829, and 
that we disapprove of the convention system attempted to be 
forced upon the American people by the Van Buren party, and 
believe it to be destructive of the freedom of the elective fran- 
chise, opposed to republican institutions, and dangerous to the 
liberties of the people. 

Resolved, That we view the continued efforts of the suppor- 
ters of Mr. Van Buren to connect him with the popular name 
of gen. Jackson, whom he opposed in 1824 and 1825, and never 
supported until the people, by acclamation, declared he should 
be presented, as an evidence that be has no merits of his own 
to recommend him, and of their want of respect for the good 
sense and independence of the people. 

—~ 98 @ Ot 


PUBLIC FUNERAL AT WASHINGTON. 
Correspondence of the Boston Daily Advertiser. 

A day of solemnity and sorrow, a day consigned to mourn- 
ing, to impressive spectacle, and to grave reflection, is ended. 
The rough and heartless contentions of life, its din, its eager 
sellishness, have been hushed and secluded in the presence of 
death. And I will not break in, with worldly topics, upon the 
train of sad and sober thoughts, to which the day has been de 
dicated. 

Atthe hour appointed for the funeral services of the tate se- 
nator from Connecticut, I entered the senate chamber, to look 
upon asightof deepest interest. The vice president sat in his 
accustomed seat, with the speaker of the house by his side, 
each wearing a badge composed of a large and full sash of 
white crape, resting upon one shoulder, and passing obliquely 
over the breast and cross the body to the side, iv the form of a 
sword belt. 

The various officers of the senate and house appeared, dress- 
ed in the same way, as well as the senators who officiated as a 
committee of arrangements or as pall bearers. The surviving 
senator and representatives from Connecticut wore a badge of 
the same general form and arrangement, but of black. In front 
of the chair, a little to the right, sat the president of the United 
States, distinguished by his head of thick white hair, his erect, 
but attenuated form, and the ever-working muscles of his face 
and mouth. By his side were Mr. Forsyth, Mr. Woodbury and 
the other heads of department; and filling the apartment on all 
sides, were the senators and the members of the house, each 
with his large mourning badge of black crape on his arin, and a!) 
visibly impressed with the profound solemnity of the scene; 
and when the body of the deceased was brought in, and placed 
in centre of the senate chamber, and Mr. Higbee rose to read 
the beautiful and affecting service of the English church, there 
was not a countenance in that great and high assembly of the 
congregated authorities of the people of the United States, 
which did not express the solemn thoughts gathering and thick- 
ening in every bosom. 

Mr. Higbee’s funeral discourse was brief, but finely con- 
ceived, and ended with consummate beauty and force. It was, 
indeed, an admirable occasion for impressive exhortation; and 
it was not lost. He invoked the great, the wise and the famous 
to pause from the struggle of this world, and ponder upon its 
nothingness. He admonished them to regard the tenure of ex- 
istence here as a stewardship given them for the responsible 
discharge of its functions. He commanded them, in life to re- 
member death, and so to demean themselves here, that they 
might stand ever ready for death, resurrection and the judg- 
iment to come. 

From the senate chamber, the members of the senate and 
house, and the executive, proceeded to the picturesque grave 
yard on the bank of the Potomac, appropriated in part to the 
interment of deceased individuals belonging to the government, 
and completed the services by the side of the tomb, and in 
the sight of the monuments of the dead. 

And I do believe that few men could leave this solemn scene, 
with the admonitions and exhortations of the preacher yet 
sounding in his ears, as the dust was consigned to its native 





canal company, in pursuance of ch. 180 of 1825, sec, 19. 


dust, without good and just resolutions fixed in his innermost 
heart of hearts. 
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